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“Wherefore, my beloved brethren, if 
ye have not charity, ye are nothing, for 
charity never faileth. Wherefore, cleave 
unto charity, which is the greatest of all, 
for all things must fail—

“But charity is the pure love of 
Christ, and it endureth forever; and 
whoso is found possessed of it at the 
last day, it shall be well with him.” 1

Brethren, we do not honor the 
priesthood of God if we are not kind  
to others.

My dear friend and associate Elder 
Joseph B. Wirthlin was truly a kind 
man. Said he:

“Kindness is the essence of a celes-
tial life. Kindness is how a Christlike 
person treats others. Kindness should 
permeate all of our words and actions 
at work, at school, at church, and espe-
cially in our homes.

“Jesus, our Savior, was the epitome 
of kindness and compassion.” 2

The scriptures teach us that the 
righteous exercise of the priesthood 
is dependent upon our living the 
principles of kindness, charity, and 

“And if a man be meek and lowly in 
heart, and confesses by the power of 
the Holy Ghost that Jesus is the Christ, 
he must needs have charity; for if he 
have not charity he is nothing; where-
fore he must needs have charity.

“And charity suffereth long, and is 
kind, and envieth not, and is not puffed 
up, seeketh not her own, is not easily 
provoked. . . .

By President Thomas S. Monson

My dear brethren, I am honored 
by the privilege to address you 
in this worldwide gathering of 

faithful holders of the priesthood of 
God. This evening I reference a topic 
about which I have spoken before.

The prophet Mormon outlined one 
of the key characteristics of the Savior 
and which is to be emulated by His dis-
ciples. Said he:

Kindness, Charity,  
and Love
Let us examine our lives and determine to follow the Savior’s example  
by being kind, loving, and charitable.
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many senior couples, eagerly antici-
pate receiving a special letter from 
Salt Lake City. The content of the letter 
affects forever the person to whom it is 
addressed, as well as family members 
and a great number of other people. 
Upon arrival, the envelope may be 
opened neatly and patiently or ripped 
apart excitedly and with great haste. 
Reading this special letter is an experi-
ence never to be forgotten.

The letter is signed by the President 
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, and the first two sentences 
read as follows: “You are hereby called 
to serve as a missionary of The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. You 
are assigned to labor in the ______ 
Mission.”

Please note that the first sentence is 
a call to serve as a full-time missionary 
in the Lord’s restored Church. The sec-
ond sentence indicates an assignment 
to labor in a specific place and mission. 
The important distinction expressed in 
these two sentences is essential for all 
of us to understand.

In the culture of the Church, we 
often talk of being called to serve in 
a country such as Argentina, Poland, 
Korea, or the United States. But a mis-
sionary is not called to a place; rather, 
he or she is called to serve. As the Lord 

love. In the Doctrine and Covenants 
we read:

“No power or influence can or 
ought to be maintained by virtue 
of the priesthood, only by persua-
sion, . . . by gentleness and meekness, 
and by love unfeigned;

“By kindness, and pure knowl-
edge, which shall greatly enlarge the 
soul without hypocrisy, and without 
guile.” 3

Brethren, let us examine our lives 
and determine to follow the Savior’s 
example by being kind, loving, and 
charitable. And as we do so, we will 
be in a better position to call down 
the powers of heaven for ourselves, 
for our families, and for our fellow 
travelers in this sometimes difficult 
journey back to our heavenly home. 
I so pray in the name of Jesus Christ 
the Lord, amen. ◼

NOTES
 1. Moroni 7:44–47.
 2. Joseph B. Wirthlin, “The Virtue of Kind-

ness,” Ensign or Liahona, May 2005, 26.
 3. Doctrine and Covenants 121:41–42.

By Elder David A. Bednar
Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles

President Monson, we are thrilled 
to hear your voice and to receive 
your instruction. We love you, we 

sustain you, and we ever pray for you.
I pray for the assistance of the Holy 

Ghost as we consider together prin-
ciples pertaining to the great work of 
preaching the gospel to every nation, 
kindred, tongue, and people.1

Called to Serve and Assigned to Labor
Every year tens of thousands of 

young men and young women, and 

Called to the Work
An assignment to labor in a specific place is essential and important  
but secondary to a call to the work.


