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By Elder D. Todd Christofferson
Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles

Our Heavenly Father is a God of 
high expectations. His expec-
tations for us are expressed by 

His Son, Jesus Christ, in these words: 
“I would that ye should be perfect 
even as I, or your Father who is in 
heaven is perfect” (3 Nephi 12:48). 
He proposes to make us holy so 
that we may “abide a celestial glory” 
(D&C 88:22) and “dwell in his pres-
ence” (Moses 6:57). He knows what is 
required, and so, to make our transfor-
mation possible, He provides His com-
mandments and covenants, the gift of 
the Holy Ghost, and most important, 
the Atonement and Resurrection of 
His Beloved Son.

In all of this, God’s purpose is 
that we, His children, may be able to 
experience ultimate joy, to be with 
Him eternally, and to become even as 
He is. Some years ago Elder Dallin H. 
Oaks explained: “The Final Judgment 
is not just an evaluation of a sum 
total of good and evil acts—what we 
have done. It is an acknowledgment 
of the final effect of our acts and 
thoughts—what we have become. It 
is not enough for anyone just to go 
through the motions. The command-
ments, ordinances, and covenants of 

the gospel are not a list of deposits 
required to be made in some heavenly 
account. The gospel of Jesus Christ is 
a plan that shows us how to become 
what our Heavenly Father desires us 
to become.” 1

Sadly, much of modern Christianity 
does not acknowledge that God 
makes any real demands on those 
who believe in Him, seeing Him 
rather as a butler “who meets their 
needs when summoned” or a ther-
apist whose role is to help people 
“feel good about themselves.” 2 It is 
a religious outlook that “makes no 
pretense at changing lives.” 3 “By 
contrast,” as one author declares, “the 
God portrayed in both the Hebrew 
and Christian Scriptures asks, not 
just for commitment, but for our very 
lives. The God of the Bible traffics 
in life and death, not niceness, and 
calls for sacrificial love, not benign 
whatever-ism.” 4

I would like to speak of one 
particular attitude and practice we 
need to adopt if we are to meet our 
Heavenly Father’s high expectations. 
It is this: willingly to accept and even 
seek correction. Correction is vital if 
we would conform our lives “unto a 

“As Many as I Love,  
I Rebuke and Chasten”
The very experience of enduring chastening can refine us and 
prepare us for greater spiritual privileges.

are counseled to get married early in 
life is to avoid developing inappro-
priate character traits that are hard to 
change.

I feel sorry for any man who hasn’t 
yet made the choice to seek an eternal 
companion, and my heart weeps for 
the sisters who haven’t had the oppor-
tunity to marry. Some of you may feel 
lonely and unappreciated and cannot 
see how it will be possible for you to 
have the blessings of marriage and 
children or your own family. All things 
are possible to the Lord, and He keeps 
the promises He inspires His proph-
ets to declare. Eternity is a long time. 
Have faith in those promises and live 
to be worthy of them so that in His 
time the Lord can make them come 
true in your life. With certainty, you 
will receive every promised blessing 
for which you are worthy.

Please pardon me for speaking 
of my precious wife, Jeanene, but 
we are an eternal family. She was 
always joyously happy, and much of 
it came from service to others. Even 
while very ill, in her morning prayer 
she would ask her Father in Heaven 
to lead her to someone she could 
help. That sincere supplication was 
answered time and again. The bur-
dens of many were eased; their lives 
were brightened. She was blessed 
continually for being an instrument 
directed by the Lord.

I know what it is to love a daughter 
of Father in Heaven who with grace 
and devotion lived the full feminine 
splendor of her righteous woman-
hood. I am confident that when, in 
our future, I see her again beyond the 
veil, we will recognize that we have 
become even more deeply in love. We 
will appreciate each other even more, 
having spent this time separated by 
the veil. In the name of Jesus Christ, 
amen. ◼
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perfect man, [that is,] unto the mea-
sure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ” (Ephesians 4:13). Paul said of 
divine correction or chastening, “For 
whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth” 
(Hebrews 12:6). Though it is often 
difficult to endure, truly we ought to 
rejoice that God considers us worth 
the time and trouble to correct.

Divine chastening has at least three 
purposes: (1) to persuade us to repent, 
(2) to refine and sanctify us, and (3) at 
times to redirect our course in life to 
what God knows is a better path.

Consider first of all repentance, the 
necessary condition for forgiveness 
and cleansing. The Lord declared, “As 
many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: 
be zealous therefore, and repent” 
(Revelation 3:19). Again He said, “And 
my people must needs be chastened 
until they learn obedience, if it must 
needs be, by the things which they 
suffer” (D&C 105:6; see also D&C 
1:27). In a latter-day revelation, the 
Lord commanded four senior Church 
leaders to repent (as He might com-
mand many of us) for not adequately 
teaching their children “according 
to the commandments” and for not 
being “more diligent and concerned 
at home” (see D&C 93:41–50). The 
brother of Jared in the Book of 
Mormon repented when the Lord 
stood in a cloud and talked with him 
“for the space of three hours . . . and 
chastened him because he remem-
bered not to call upon the name of the 
Lord” (Ether 2:14). Because he so will-
ingly responded to this severe rebuke, 
the brother of Jared was later given 
the privilege of seeing and being 
instructed by the premortal Redeemer 
(see Ether 3:6–20). The fruit of God’s 
chastisement is repentance leading to 
righteousness (see Hebrews 12:11).

In addition to stimulating our 
repentance, the very experience of 

enduring chastening can refine us and 
prepare us for greater spiritual privi-
leges. Said the Lord, “My people must 
be tried in all things, that they may be 
prepared to receive the glory that I 
have for them, even the glory of Zion; 
and he that will not bear chastisement 
is not worthy of my kingdom” (D&C 
136:31). In another place He said, “For 
all those who will not endure chasten-
ing, but deny me, cannot be sancti-
fied” (D&C 101:5; see also Hebrews 
12:10). As Elder Paul V. Johnson said 
this morning, we should take care not 
to resent the very things that help us 
put on the divine nature.

The followers of Alma established 
a Zion community in Helam but then 
were brought into bondage. They did 
not deserve their suffering—quite the 
contrary—but the record says:

“Nevertheless the Lord seeth fit to 
chasten his people; yea, he trieth their 
patience and their faith.

“Nevertheless—whosoever putteth 
his trust in him the same shall be lifted 
up at the last day. Yea, and thus it was 
with this people” (Mosiah 23:21–22).

The Lord strengthened them and 
lightened their burdens to the point 
they could hardly feel them upon their 
backs and then in due course delivered 
them (see Mosiah 24:8–22). Their faith 
was immeasurably strengthened by 
their experience, and ever after they 
enjoyed a special bond with the Lord.

God uses another form of chas-
tening or correction to guide us to a 
future we do not or cannot now envi-
sion but which He knows is the better 

way for us. President Hugh B. Brown, 
formerly a member of the Twelve and 
a counselor in the First Presidency, 
provided a personal experience. He 
told of purchasing a rundown farm in 
Canada many years ago. As he went 
about cleaning up and repairing his 
property, he came across a currant 
bush that had grown over six feet  
(1.8 m) high and was yielding no 
berries, so he pruned it back drasti-
cally, leaving only small stumps. Then 
he saw a drop like a tear on the top 
of each of these little stumps, as if the 
currant bush were crying, and thought 
he heard it say:

“How could you do this to me? I 
was making such wonderful growth. 
. . . And now you have cut me down. 
Every plant in the garden will look 
down on me. . . . How could you do 
this to me? I thought you were the 
gardener here.”

President Brown replied, “Look, 
little currant bush, I am the gardener 
here, and I know what I want you to 
be. I didn’t intend you to be a fruit 
tree or a shade tree. I want you to be a 
currant bush, and someday, little cur-
rant bush, when you are laden with 
fruit, you are going to say, ‘Thank you, 
Mr. Gardener, for loving me enough to 
cut me down.’”

Years later, President Brown was 
a field officer in the Canadian Army 
serving in England. When a supe-
rior officer became a battle casualty, 
President Brown was in line to be 
promoted to general, and he was 
summoned to London. But even 
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though he was fully qualified for the 
promotion, it was denied him because 
he was a Mormon. The commanding 
general said in essence, “You deserve 
the appointment, but I cannot give it 
to you.” What President Brown had 
spent 10 years hoping, praying, and 
preparing for slipped through his 
fingers in that moment because of 
blatant discrimination. Continuing his 
story, President Brown remembered:

“I got on the train and started back 
. . . with a broken heart, with bitter-
ness in my soul. . . . When I got to my 
tent, . . . I threw my cap on the cot. I 
clenched my fists, and I shook them at 
heaven. I said, ‘How could you do this 
to me, God? I have done everything 
I could do to measure up. There is 
nothing that I could have done—that 
I should have done—that I haven’t 
done. How could you do this to me?’  
I was as bitter as gall.

“And then I heard a voice, and I 
recognized the tone of this voice. It 
was my own voice, and the voice said, 
‘I am the gardener here. I know what 
I want you to do.’ The bitterness went 
out of my soul, and I fell on my knees 
by the cot to ask forgiveness for my 
ungratefulness. . . .

“. . . And now, almost 50 years later, 
I look up to [God] and say, ‘Thank you, 
Mr. Gardener, for cutting me down, for 
loving me enough to hurt me.’” 5

God knew what Hugh B. Brown 
was to become and what was needed 
for that to happen, and He redirected 
his course to prepare him for the holy 
apostleship.

If we sincerely desire and strive to 
measure up to the high expectations 
of our Heavenly Father, He will ensure 
that we receive all the help we need, 
whether it be comforting, strengthen-
ing, or chastening. If we are open to it, 
needed correction will come in many 
forms and from many sources. It may 

come in the course of our prayers as 
God speaks to our mind and heart 
through the Holy Ghost (see D&C 8:2). 
It may come in the form of prayers that 
are answered no or differently than we 
had expected. Chastening may come 
as we study the scriptures and are 
reminded of deficiencies, disobedience, 
or simply matters neglected.

Correction can come through 
others, especially those who are God-
inspired to promote our happiness. 
Apostles, prophets, patriarchs, bish-
ops, and others have been put into the 
Church today, just as anciently, “for the 

perfecting of the saints, for the work 
of the ministry, for the edifying of 
the body of Christ” (Ephesians 4:12). 
Perhaps some of the things said in 
this conference have come to you as 
a call to repentance or change, which 
if heeded will lift you to a higher 
place. We can help one another as 
fellow Church members; it is one of 
the primary reasons that the Savior 
established a church. Even when we 
encounter mean-spirited criticism from 
persons who have little regard or love 
for us, it can be helpful to exercise 
enough meekness to weigh it and sift 
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out anything that might benefit us.
Correction, hopefully gentle, 

can come from one’s spouse. Elder 
Richard G. Scott, who just addressed 
us, remembers a time early in his mar-
riage when his wife, Jeanene, coun-
seled him to look directly at people 
when he spoke to them. “You look 
at the floor, the ceiling, the window, 
anywhere but in their eyes,” she said. 
He took that gentle rebuke to heart, 
and it made him much more effec-
tive in counseling and working with 
people. As one who served as a full-
time missionary under then-President 
Scott’s direction, I can attest that he 
does look one squarely in the eye in 
his conversations. I can also add that 
when one needs correction, that look 
can be very penetrating.

Parents can and must correct, even 
chasten, if their children are not to be 
cast adrift at the mercy of a merciless 
adversary and his supporters. President 
Boyd K. Packer has observed that 
when a person in a position to correct 
another fails to do so, he is thinking of 
himself. Remember that reproof should 
be timely, with sharpness or clarity, 
“when moved upon by the Holy Ghost; 
and then showing forth afterwards an 

increase of love toward him whom 
thou hast reproved, lest he esteem thee 
to be his enemy” (D&C 121:43).

Remember that if we resist correc-
tion, others may discontinue offering 
it altogether, despite their love for 
us. If we repeatedly fail to act on the 
chastening of a loving God, then He 
too will desist. He has said, “My Spirit 
will not always strive with man” (Ether 
2:15). Eventually, much of our chas-
tening should come from within—we 
should become self-correcting. One 
of the ways that our late beloved 
colleague Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin 
became the pure and humble disci-
ple that he was, was by analyzing his 
performance in every assignment and 
task. In his desire to please God, he 
resolved to determine what he could 
have done better, and then he dili-
gently applied each lesson learned.

All of us can meet God’s high 
expectations, however great or 
small our capacity and talent may 
be. Moroni affirms, “If ye shall deny 
yourselves of all ungodliness, and love 
God with all your might, mind and 
strength, then is [God’s] grace suffi-
cient for you, that by his grace ye may 
be perfect in Christ” (Moroni 10:32). It 

is a diligent, devoted effort on our part 
that calls forth this empowering and 
enabling grace, an effort that certainly 
includes submission to God’s chas-
tening hand and sincere, unqualified 
repentance. Let us pray for His love-
inspired correction.

May God sustain you in your striv-
ing to meet His high expectations and 
grant you a full measure of the happi-
ness and peace that naturally follow. I 
know that you and I can become one 
with God and Christ. Of our Heavenly 
Father and His Beloved Son and the 
joyous potential we have because of 
Them, I humbly and confidently bear 
witness in the name of Jesus Christ, 
amen. ◼
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