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By President Thomas S. Monson

It’s Conference
Once Again
Thank you for your faith and devotion to the gospel,
for the love and care you show to one another,
and for the service you provide.

W

hen this building was
planned, we thought
we’d never fill it. Just
look at it now.
My beloved brothers and sisters,
how good it is to be together once
again as we begin the 181st Annual
General Conference of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

The past six months seem to have
passed rapidly as I’ve been busy with
many responsibilities. One of the
great blessings during this time was to
rededicate the beautiful Laie Hawaii
Temple, which had been undergoing
extensive renovations for nearly two
years. I was accompanied by President
and Sister Henry B. Eyring, Elder and

Sister Quentin L. Cook, and Elder
and Sister William R. Walker. During
the evening prior to the rededication,
which took place during November,
we watched 2,000 young people
from the temple district as they filled
the Cannon Activities Center on the
BYU–Hawaii campus and performed
for us. Their production was titled
“The Gathering Place” and creatively
and masterfully recounted significant
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events in local Church history and the
history of the temple. What a wonderful evening it was!
The following day was a spiritual
feast as the temple was rededicated in
three sessions. The Spirit of the Lord
was with us in rich abundance.
We continue to build temples.
It is my privilege this morning to
announce three additional temples
for which sites are being acquired

and which, in coming months and
years, will be built in the following
locations: Fort Collins, Colorado;
Meridian, Idaho; and Winnipeg,
Manitoba, Canada. They will certainly
be a blessing to our members in
those areas.
Each year millions of ordinances
are performed in the temples. May
we continue to be faithful in performing such ordinances, not only for

ourselves but also for our deceased
loved ones who are unable to do so
for themselves.
The Church continues to provide
humanitarian aid in times of disaster. Most recently our hearts and our
help have gone out to Japan following the devastating earthquake and
tsunami and the resultant nuclear
challenges. We have distributed over
70 tons of supplies, including food,
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water, blankets, bedding, hygiene
items, clothing, and fuel. Our young
single adults have volunteered their
time to locate missing members
using the Internet, social media, and
other modern means of communication. Members are delivering aid via
scooters provided by the Church to
areas that are difficult to reach by car.
Service projects to assemble hygiene
kits and cleaning kits are being organized in multiple stakes and wards
in Tokyo, Nagoya, and Osaka. Thus
far, over 40,000 hours of service have
been donated by more than 4,000
volunteers. Our help will be ongoing
in Japan and in any other areas where
there is need.
My brothers and sisters, I thank
you for your faith and devotion to
the gospel, for the love and care you
show to one another, and for the
service you provide in your wards
and branches and stakes and districts. Thank you, as well, for your
faithfulness in paying your tithes and
offerings and for your generosity in
contributing to the other funds of
the Church.
As of the end of the year 2010,
there were 52,225 missionaries serving
in 340 missions throughout the world.
Missionary work is the lifeblood of
the kingdom. May I suggest that if you
are able, you might consider making a
contribution to the General Missionary
Fund of the Church.
Now, brothers and sisters, we are
anxious to listen to the messages
which will be presented to us today
and tomorrow. Those who will
address us have sought heaven’s help
and direction as they have prepared
their messages. That we may be filled
with the Spirit of the Lord and be
uplifted and inspired as we listen and
learn is my prayer. In the name of
Jesus Christ, amen. ◼
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By Elder L. Tom Perry

Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles

The Sabbath and
the Sacrament
Let your family be filled with love as you honor the
Sabbath all day long and experience its spiritual blessings
throughout the week.

M

y brothers and sisters, across
the world this morning
we have come to listen to
a prophet’s voice. I testify that the
voice we have just heard is the voice
of God’s living prophet on the earth
today, President Thomas S. Monson.
How blessed we are to have his teachings and example!
This year all of us have the opportunity to study the words of the prophets in the New Testament in Sunday
School. While the Old Testament is a
study of prophets and a people, the
New Testament is focused on the life
and influence of the only Man who
came into mortality with dual citizenship in heaven and on earth—our
Savior and Redeemer, Jesus Christ.
The world today is so saturated
with doctrines of men that it is easy
to forget and lose faith in that allimportant account of the Savior’s life
and ministry—the New Testament.
This sacred volume is the centerpiece
of scriptural history, just as the Savior
Himself should be the centerpiece of
our lives. We must commit ourselves
to study it and treasure it!
There are priceless pearls of wisdom

to be found in our study of the New
Testament. I always enjoy reading
the accounts of Paul as he traveled
and organized the Savior’s Church,
especially his teachings to Timothy. In
the fourth chapter of Paul’s writings
to Timothy, we read: “These things
command and teach. . . . Be thou an
example of the believers, in word, in
conversation, in charity, in spirit, in
faith, in purity.” 1 I can think of no better
way for us to begin or continue to be
an example of the believers than in our
observance of the Sabbath day.
Beginning with the Creation of the
world, one day was set apart from all
others. “And God blessed the seventh
day, and sanctified it.” 2 Even God
rested from His labors on this day,
and He expects His children to do the
same. To the children of Israel, He
delivered the commandment:
“Remember the sabbath day, to
keep it holy.
“Six days shalt thou labour, and do
all thy work:
“But the seventh day is the sabbath
of the Lord thy God. . . .
“. . . Wherefore the Lord blessed
the sabbath day, and hallowed it.” 3

