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Should We Accept the Calling?

/A\s parents of a toddler and a
newborn, we had faced difficulty
fulfilling Church callings. So when my
husband was called to serve as the
bishop of a young single adult ward,
we were both filled with hesitation.

Questions flooded our minds
regarding our ability to manage every-
thing with the added responsibility.
We found out a few days after receiv-
ing the call that T was pregnant with
our third child. Due to my medical
history, previous pregnancies had
been difficult. As we discussed what
we would expect over the next few
months if my husband accepted the
call, we weren’t sure what to do. We
began to pray earnestly for comfort
and guidance.

At one point, my husband won-
dered if he should explain our

situation to the stake president and
turn down the calling. This made the
most sense to us, but as we prayed
and fasted, we were reminded of
the words of President Thomas S.
Monson (1927-2018): “When we are
on the Lord’s errand, we are entitled
to the Lord’s help” (“Duty Calls,”
Ensign, May 1996, 44).

Our hearts were comforted and
our worries eased. We received the
assurance that this call did not come
from the stake president. It came from
the Lord, and He knew before we did
that I was pregnant when the calling
was extended. He could do more for
our family than my husband could on
his own if he did not accept this call.

With faith in our hearts, my hus-
band accepted the call and we took
each day as it came. My third preg-
nancy proved to be a great miracle,
and our son was born healthy and
strong. The years I spent attending our
home ward with our children helped
us grow closer not only as a family but
also to fellow ward members as well.
While my husband diligently labored
in his calling, I learned to turn to my
ward family for help with my children.

My husband and I are grateful to
many faithful Saints and, most impor-
tant, to our Heavenly Father for help-
ing us as we strived to balance work,
family, and service in the Church. l
Norma-Jean Livai, Hawaii, USA
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