
60 E n s i g n

I awoke early one morning to get 
ready for work. While I usually 

love my job as a teacher, I was out of 
sorts and just wanted to crawl back 
under the covers and pretend it was 
bedtime again.

When I arrived at the high school, 
I tried to get my mind ready for work. 
I knew I needed to teach a math class 
soon, but my heart and head both 
felt dull and depressed. My emotions 
were all negative.

I decided to visit the restroom before 
class. Every once in a while, someone 
will post fliers in the restrooms with 

information for students and staff. Out 
of the corner of my eye, a flier caught 
my attention. It had a nice quote on it 
that read, “If you want to give a light 
to others, you have to glow your-
self.” 1 I was surprised to see that this 
quote came from President Thomas S. 
Monson (1927–2018).

I didn’t expect to see a quote 
from a prophet of God on the walls 
of the school. I live in a small town 
in Pennsylvania, USA, and I’m sure 
I’m one of a few, or possibly the 
only, member of The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in 

the school. I knew I was one of 
a few who would understand the 
importance of the words of President 
Monson—a man I had sustained 
for many years as the prophet. I felt 
that this message was meant for me. 
It softened my heart and lifted my 
mood. Gratitude for my testimony 
filled my heart, and Heavenly Father’s 
love surrounded me.

I wanted to pull the flier off the 
wall and keep it in my pocket all day 
to uplift me, but I had a quick realiza-
tion. President Monson wasn’t just the 
prophet for me and other members of 
the Church—he was the prophet for 
the world. His words, like the words 
of President Russell M. Nelson today, 
are for everyone. A prophet’s words 
help and uplift all who will hear them. 
I took a picture of the quote with my 
phone and left the flier up for anyone 
else who might need it.

I’m grateful Heavenly Father put 
this message in my path. I want to 
give light to others. Through obedi-
ence and a closeness with our Savior, 
I can glow even on days when dark-
ness would have me lose my way. ◼
Katherine Furgeson, Pennsylvania, USA

NOTE
 1. Thomas S. Monson, “For I Was Blind, but 

Now I See,” Ensign, May 1999, 56.
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The Prophet’s Words for Everyone

L A T T E R - D A Y  S A I N T  V O I C E S

I didn’t expect to see a quote from a prophet of God on the walls of the school.




