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Philippines Cavite

Douglas C. Tye

Philippines Cebu East

Richard L. Tanner

Philippines lloilo

Jaime R. Aquino

Philippines Legaspi

Jovencio A. Guanzon

Philippines Naga

L. Barry Reeder

Philippines Quezon City

Carlos Revillo

Philippines Urdaneta

William J. Monahan

Poland Warsaw

Steven C Edgren

Puerto Rico San Juan

P. Knox Smartt Ill

Russia Moscow

Garry E. Borders

Russia Samara

Michael L. Schwab

Russia Yekaterinburg

Val J. Christensen

Sierra Leone Freetown

David B. Ostler

South Africa Durban

John A. Zackrison

Taiwan Taichung

Kurt L. Blickenstaff

Texas Fort Worth

Rodney A. Ames

Texas McAllen

Fernando Maluenda

Texas San Antonio

James E. Slaughter

Tonga Nuku'alofa

Leitoni M. Tupou

Uganda Kampala

Robert F. Chatfield

Ukraine L'viv

Daniel E. Lattin

Uruguay Montevideo West

Thomas A. Smith

Utah Salt Lake City

Stephen W. Hansen

Utah Salt Lake City East

John C. Eberhardt

Utah Salt Lake City South

Robert E. Chambers

Utah St. George

John R. Center

Venezuela Valencia

Guillermo I. Guardia

Virginia Chesapeake

Alan J. Baker

Virginia Richmond

E. Bradley Wilson

Washington DC North

Peter S. Cooke

Washington Everett

Mark Bonham

Washington Federal Way

Robert I. Eaton

Washington Kennewick

Boyd S. Ware

Washington Seattle

Yoon Hwan Choi

Washington Vancouver

Derlin C Taylor

Wisconsin Milwaukee

Raymond A. Cutler

Zambia Lusaka

Leif J. Erickson
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Elder Cook Addresses
Members and Investigators
In lvory Coast

By R. Scott Lloyd
Church News

Ider Quentin L. Cook of the Quorum of the Twelve

Apostles traveled to Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire (Ivory
Coast), in February 2013. During the visit he presided
at a priesthood leadership conference, held a special
meeting with members and investigators, and visited
key government officials.

Elder Cook was accompanied on the trip by Elder
L. Whitney Clayton of the Presidency of the Seventy;
Elder John B. Dickson of the Seventy, President of the
Africa West Area; and Elder Joseph W. Sitati of the
Seventy, First Counselor in the Africa West Area
Presidency.

Total attendance at the priesthood leadership
conference and the member and investigator meeting
was 9,693, which included 619 investigators. Many
members sacrificed greatly to attend. Virginie Oulai
Tongo of the Meagui Branch, Cote d’Ivoire Abidjan
Mission, said her family saved their money to come
and see an Apostle. “We traveled for 12 hours, but I
am happy,” she said.

Many who attended the conference reported on the
remarkable richness of the Spirit they enjoyed. Bishop
Leon Kouadio of the Dokui Ward, Cocody Stake, said,
“I know that we had the presence of a distinguished
servant of our Savior among us.”

Church membership in Cote d’'Ivoire has grown from
one family in 1984 to five stakes and one district today.

In recent years the Ivorian Saints’ faithfulness has been

particularly manifest in their family history and temple
work. Three of the five Cote d’Ivoire stakes are among
the top 25 in the Church in the percentage of adults who
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Elder Quentin L. Cook of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, at right, speaks to thousands gathered in Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire,

in February.
submitted family names for temple ordinances during Members have been taught that family history work is
2012. Of all the stakes in the Church, the Cocody Stake has  an essential part of living the gospel. They work hard to
the highest percentage of adults who have, at one time or have family names ready before they board the bus for the
another, submitted names for temple work. long ride to the Accra Ghana Temple—and typically take
The youth are doing their part too. The percentage not just a few names, but many.
of Ivorian young people doing indexing work is more Elder Cook and Elder Clayton encouraged the Saints to
than twice as high as the Church average, in spite of the move forward in four main areas: increasing their faith in
fact that virtually none of them have personal access to a the Lord Jesus Christ, strengthening their families, actively
computer and the Internet but must go to a stake family sharing the gospel with others, and continuing their incred-
history center to do the work. ible family history and temple work efforts. l
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