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I closed one chapter in my life when  
I became a widow in October 2010.  

At that time, I worked as an educator 
in southern France. An accident at 
work limited my mobility, and I was 
frustrated that I couldn’t quickly regain 
my health and strength. I had enjoyed  
a rewarding professional life for 11 
years. I loved my work. I had many 
friends. But I could no longer meet  
the requirements of my job.

I must admit that, after more 
than 33 years of practicing the Word 
of Wisdom, I wondered why I was 
unable to “run and not be weary” or 
“walk and not faint” (see Doctrine 
and Covenants 89:20). Finally, I had 
to retire earlier than expected, closing 

A Magnificent New Chapter
another chapter in my life.

I was living with my daughter when 
she received notice that her work was 
transferring her to the Paris area. I 
decided I should go with her and open 
a new chapter in my life in a new place.

Shortly after arriving, we were both 
called to work in the Paris France 
Temple. My call to serve in the temple 
confirmed to me that I was in the 
right place at the right time because 
the Lord had brought me here. I have 
found much joy serving on a regular 
basis in the house of the Lord, and 
it’s fantastic to share moments in the 
temple with my daughter. It fills my 
heart with joy!

Today, I see the great blessing that 

was at first hidden behind an affliction. 
Being reduced in my mobility, unable 
to practice my profession, and having 
to retire early was difficult. But I know 
that our Lord Jesus Christ carried me. 
He has helped me to slow down and 
find the rest, hope, and peace that are 
now such a large part of my life.

Every time I walk through the doors 
of the temple, I feel the Holy Spirit. In 
difficult times with so much pressure 
from the world upon us, it is wonderful 
to know that the Lord has given us holy 
places where everything is orderly and 
beautiful. I feel immense gratitude for 
this new chapter of temple service in my 
life. It is magnificent! ◼
Sylvie Cornette, Île-de-France, France
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My new call to serve confirmed that 
the Lord had brought me to the 

right place at the right time.




