ILLUSTRATION BY EVA VAZQUEZ

The Book of Mormon Was Our Missionary

After our nephew got into a serious
accident, my wife, Ana Marfa, and

I talked about our desire to know the
truth among so many different religions
and beliefs. One afternoon I sat down
on my bed and prayed, “Lord, please
help me find a way to know which
church is true.”

Five minutes later, the phone rang. A
friend called to invite my wife and me
to his home to learn about some nutri-
tional products. We went, and while we
were there, our friend gave us a Book of
Mormon. On the title page was a per-
sonal note: “I hope this book helps you
get closer to our Lord Jesus Christ.”

The next day, I looked at the book
and prayed again, “Lord, tell me if this
book is true. I don’t want to offend you
by reading something bad.”

I began reading. As I read, I felt as
if I knew the people in the Book of
Mormon. When I reached the end, I
was so pained by the destruction of
the Nephites that I wept. I had read
hundreds of books, but no book
had touched me the way the Book of
Mormon did. I knew it was true.

One Sunday I invited Ana Maria to
accompany me to a nearby chapel of
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints. I thought she wouldn’t want
to come, but she agreed. We liked what
we heard. Afterward, ward members
asked if they could send the mission-
aries over. “Of course,” we replied.

The missionaries soon arrived with
the Book of Mormon in hand and said

they had a message to share with us.
“That’s a beautiful book,” I said.
“I’ve already read it.” This surprised
them. Then Ana Marfa surprised me.
“And I'm reading it now,” she said.
“I'm in Mosiah.”

She had found the book on the table
where I left it every day before work
and began reading herself. Later she
surprised me again when she said that

when I was praying for direction from

Heavenly Father a few weeks earlier,
she had been uttering the same prayer
in another part of our home.

I told the missionaries I was ready to
be baptized. They taught us the lessons,
and two weeks later, my wife and I were
baptized and confirmed. We are so
thankful that the Lord sent us the Book
of Mormon to help us know which

church is true. B
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