LATTER-DAY SAINT VOICES
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He Wants Me to Be Happy

hen I was rushed to the emer-
Wgcncy room with both of my
lungs collapsed, I thought I was at
the end of my life. I was not yet ready
emotionally or spiritually for the end,
but my body was giving up on me. It
was hard for my family to see me in that
condition, but they remained strong,
and I was blessed to have survived.

My struggles did not end there.
Since then, I've had to live my life
with only one functioning lung and a
curved spine. Every day is painful and
difficult. I once thought that I would
be better off dead rather than to con-

tinue suffering. I felt weak, not just
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physically, but mentally and spiritually
as well. I lost hope and confidence. I
began to push away the people in my
life who encouraged me. But my family
never gave up on me. They loved and
cared for me, and my friends contin-
ued to support me. Even so, I still felt
that my future was not going to be as
bright as I had imagined.

One night I found myself feeling
so down. I decided I needed to read
my patriarchal blessing. Tears came to
my eyes the moment I read the first few
lines, “Our Father in Heaven cares for
you and loves you. He wants you to be
happy in this life.”
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In that moment, I realized that
Heavenly Father really has a very bright
future in store for me and wonderful
blessings for me to anticipate as long as
I follow the path He wants me to take.

Our Father in Heaven knew that
we would all struggle, so He sent His
Son, Jesus Christ, to suffer for us and
to comfort us. That’s how vast Their
love for us is. I may still struggle
every day of my life here on earth,
but I know that Their love will always
be there for me and Their promises
will be all fulfilled if I hold on and
follow Them. W
Precious Guiuo, Rizal, Philippines
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