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FIRST PRESIDENCY MESSAGE

4 Rediscovering the Christmas Spirit
President Thomas S. Monson

VISITING TEACHING MESSAGE

7 Visiting Teaching, a Work of Salvation
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10 Christmas within You
Elder Jeffrey R. Holland
Finding Christmas through faith and service.

13 Christmas Ornaments, Christlike Friends
Mary N. Cook
The Christmas of 1984 was a turning
point in my life.

14 The Christmas Handkerchief
Scott M. Mooy
Why did my mother give my sister a
handkerchief each year?

16 Lights and Marvels
Michael Moody
Sheet music that testifies of the Savior.

18 My Christmas Letter
Robyn Marie Allgood
How could I find peace in the Christmas
season after the death of my two-year-old son?

20 A Christmas Eve Transformation
Myrle Crown
The best Christmas gift I
ever received was the gift of
giving.

22 rll stay with the Sheep
Sheralee Bills Hardy
1 gained a tender insight
during our stake Christmas
program dress rehearsal.

24 Leaving Adversity Behind
Elder David S. Baxter
We can leave adversity
behind and, with the Lord’s
help, emerge from darkness.

28 The Tradition of Light and Testimony
Elder L. Tom Perry
The core of the gospel of Jesus Christ is
individuals, families, and homes, which the
Church functions to support.

34 They Didn’t Wait for Me to Ask
C. Angel Smith
Twas surprised by the generous support
JSrom our ward family.

December 2012



2

36 Sacred Transformations
Aaron L. West
One hill transformed. One family transformed.

40 The Coming of Christ
As Latter-day Saints, we worship Jesus Christ
as the Son of God.

44 Choosing Our Roles in Life
Samuel J. Palmer
Picking the right role at the right time can
have a huge impact on others.

46 Repentance: Making the Inside Clean
Michael Weir Allred
Repentance leads us to replace our impurities
with increased spirituality.

52 Prophets at Christmastime
Laura F. Willes 56
Stories of latter-day prophets
exemplify the spirit of Christmas.

56 Service Never Grows Old
Sara D. Smith
These Latter-day Saints serve
Jaithfully despite the limitations
that come with age.

60 Never Too Old to Testify
Ruth C. Meyers
Despite my age, I realize that I
still have a purpose in this life.

62 The Safety and Peace of
Keeping the Commandments
Bishop Gary E. Stevenson
A formula embodied in the gospel
of Jesus Christ reveals the pathway
to happiness.
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WHAT WE BELIEVE

8 The Gospel of Jesus Christ Was Restored
through the Prophet Joseph Smith

23 TEACHING FOR THE STRENGTH OF YOUTH
66 LATTER-DAY SAINT VOICES

70 SMALL AND SIMPLE THINGS

SERVING IN THE CHURCH

72 Feeling His Love through Service
Mishelle Wasden
How could I help my sister when it was
Christmas and I was 400 miles away?

73 FAMILY HOME EVENING IDEAS
74 NEWS OF THE CHURCH

79 IN OTHER CHURCH MAGAZINES

UNTIL WE MEET AGAIN

80 Sunbeams, Public Affairs, and Gospel Joy
Elder Quentin L. Cook
What do Sunbeams have to do with public
affairs? A lot when they represent the joy of the

gospel.

The articles with this icon contain a sidebar or
text that will help you answer questions from
those not of our faith about the Church’s practices
and beliefs.
e Why did the gospel of Jesus Christ need to be
restored? p. 8.
e Where did we come from? Why are we here?
Where are we going? p. 46.
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ENSIGN ONLINE

If you're looking to get more from your Church
magazine experience, check out additional
features at ensign.lds.org.

FIND MUSIC PERFORMED DURING
GENERAL CONFERENCE ONLINE

Listen to music from past sessions of general
conference at Ids.org/general-conference/music.

CHURCH HISTORY LIBRARY CATALOG
NOW ONLINE

The extensive catalog of Church history hold-
ings in the Church History Library can now be
found via the Church History Catalog link found
on history.lds.org. Researchers and genealogists
can discover people, places, and events in a way
that is easy to use.

DO YOU HAVE A STORY TO TELL?

We welcome donated submissions showing
the gospel of Jesus Christ at work in your life.
On each submission, please include your name,
address, telephone number, e-mail address, and
the name of your ward and stake (or branch
and district).

Please submit articles through ensign
Ids.org, or send them to Ensign Editorial, 50
E. North Temple St., Rm. 2420, Salt Lake City,
UT 84150-0024, USA. Authors whose work is
selected for publication will be notified.

SUBSCRIBE TO OR RENEW THE ENSIGN
Online: Visit store.lds.org.

By phone: In the United States and Canada call
1-800-537-5971.

By mail: Send U.S. $10 check or money order
to Distribution Services, PO. Box 26368, Salt
Lake City, UT 84126-0368, USA.

TO CHANGE ADDRESS

Send both old and new address information to
Distribution Services, PO. Box 26368, Salt Lake
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