uring the Christmas season, our
hearts are turned to the birth of
the Savior. This may be especially
true for new mothers. One such mother
shares her experience.

“It was nearly two o’clock in the
morning. My day had been filled with
rocking my sick and crying baby instead
of baking Christmas goodies as I had
planned. Now, after bathing and dressing
my son, I placed him in his crib and went
to search through the last batch of wash
for a clean blanket.

“As I walked back to his room, a pic-
ture of the nativity scene caught my eye.
Something made me pause to look into
the serene, innocent face of the sleeping
Christ child. Suddenly I realized that this
baby had grown up to know far better
than I the pain of sacrifice. It was His mis-
sion to perform the greatest sacrifice in
all of human history—the Atonement for
the sins of all mankind.

“The Savior’s love for me filled my
weary heart, and in turn, I was con-
sumed with love for my own little boy.
Hastily I went into his room and picked
him up, eager to offer what small com-
fort I could. I rocked him by the light
of our Christmas tree, humming soft
Christmas carols. And whenever I looked
into his little face, I was reminded of my

Savior, the baby in the manger.”

Following are paintings of mothers,
who often represent the spirit of these
words from President Gordon B.
Hinckley: “Giving of self; giving of
substance; giving of heart and mind
and strength in assisting those in
need . . . are of the very essence of the
true spirit of Christmas” (“What Shall
I Do Then with Jesus Which Is Called
Christ?” Ensign, Dec. 1983, 3).

0 Madonna and Child,

by Avard Fairbanks,
plaster bas relief



0 Mother and Child,

by Mary Teasdel,

oil painting,

Courtesy of the Alice Art
Collection/Utah Arts Council

Evening among the Roses,
by Trent Gudmundsen,

oil painting,

Seventh International Art
Competition

D Mother and Child,

by Fiona Phillips,

oil painting,

Seventh International Art
Competition



Elizabeth Teaching John, O Reunion,
by Ardith N. Oddous, by Benjamin Hammond,
oil painting bronze sculpture,
Seventh International Art Competition

O Mother and Child,
by Sarah Mathis Schulz,

pastel painting,

Seventh International Art Competition



c Encircling Love,
by Sheri Lynn Doty,
colored pencil

o She Also Serves,

by Julie Lochridge,
pastel painting,

Seventh International Art
Competition

o Remember, My Son,

" by Ann Marie Oborn,

oil painting,
Seventh International Art
Competition H
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