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Special Section on Temples
Whether your youth are preparing to enter 

the temple for the first time or are looking for 
ways to make their temple experiences even 
better, the templefocused articles in the 
April New Era can help. Examples include:

•  “My First Temple Recommend” on 
pages 2–4, where Elder L. Tom Perry of the Quorum 
of the Twelve Apostles shares how the questions in 

a templerecommend interview help us 
receive the blessings of the temple.

•  “Youth Voices: Attending the Temple” on 
pages 5–7, where youth share how they 
have been blessed by temple attendance.

Learning about the Temple
Look in the April Friend to find many articles that 

can help children learn about the temple. “Celebrating 
Temples!” on pages 6–7 
describes how children all 
over the world have par
ticipated in temple dedi
cations. You can also use 
“Beauty Within: Designing 
the House of the Lord” 
(pages 24–25) to teach chil
dren about how a temple 
is built and furnished to 
prepare it to be a dedicated 
house of the Lord.

Treasures of Truth Restored
April’s Primary theme is about the Restoration of the 

Church in the latter days. Pages 40–41 in the April Friend 
can help children learn 
about the treasures of gos
pel truth that were restored 
through the Prophet Joseph 
Smith.

The Book of Mormon—
for Us

This month’s Come, 
Follow Me lessons 
for youth focus on 
the Apostasy and the 
Restoration. One of the 
lesson outlines for Aaronic 
Priesthood and Young 
Women asks, “Why do 
we need the Book of 
Mormon?” You’ll find ideas 
to answer this question in “Why We Need the Book of 
Mormon” on pages 34–35.

You Know You Are Doing a Great Thing
Last year while visiting family in Wisconsin, my cousin and I went on a 

youth temple trip to the Nauvoo Illinois Temple and performed baptisms 
for the dead. We had a bunch of family names that we took to the temple. 
My grandma told us about one of our deceased ancestors. Grandma had a 
close relationship with her. I got to be baptized for this family member 
and other ancestors, and it was a really cool experience, because I could 
feel their presence and know they will have a chance to accept the work 
done for them. When I go to the temple, I know I’m doing a great thing.

Seeing pictures of  
the temple makes me 
think that even though 
temples are all over the 
world, you do the same 
ordinances in each one 
and receive the same 
Spirit. I don’t think of  
any bad things there;  
only uplifting thoughts  
fill my mind in the  
temple. It is an amazing  
feeling to think of things  
you can do to help others.
Chloé D., Nevada, USAPh
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Youth Voices  

Youth share their testimonies of the temple 
and the lessons they have learned by going 
to the House of the Lord (see D&C 110:7).

In the April 2011 general conference, President Thomas S. Monson coun-
seled, “My young friends who are in your teenage years, always have  
the temple in your sights” (“The Holy Temple—a Beacon to the World,” 

Ensign, May 2011, 93). The New Era asked several youth to share the 
blessings they have received by going to the temple. Here are a few of 
their responses.

Attending the Temple
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Why  We  N eed  th e  

Some people may ask you why 
we need the Book of Mormon 
when we already have the 

Bible. In fact, Jesus Christ testified 
that this would happen (see 2 Nephi 
29:3). There are many reasons why 
the Book of Mormon is important in 
our day (for example, see 2 Nephi 
29:7–11). Here are just a few reasons 
why it’s essential.

Another Witness of Jesus Christ
The scriptures show us a pattern of 

using multiple witnesses to establish 
truth in Christ’s Church. The Book 
of Mormon adds a second witness 
to the Bible as a testimony of Christ. 
Elder Mark E. Petersen (1900–84) of 
the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles 

once said, “The chief reason we 
have the Book of Mormon is that in 
the mouth of two or three witnesses 
shall all things be established. (See 
2 Cor. 13:1.) We have the Bible; we 
also have the Book of Mormon. They 
constitute two voices—two volumes 
of scripture—from two widely sepa-
rated ancient peoples, both bearing 
testimony to the divinity of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.”1 President Ezra Taft 
Benson (1899–1994) has added, “We 
must not forget that the Lord Himself 
provided the Book of Mormon as His 
chief witness.”2

The Fulness of the Gospel
We know that “plain and precious 

things . . . have been taken away from” 
the Bible throughout time (1 Nephi 
13:40). The Book of Mormon clarifies 
Christ’s doctrine and brings the fulness 
of the gospel to the earth once again 
(see 1 Nephi 13:38–41). For example, 
the Book of Mormon helps us know 
that baptism must be performed by 
immersion (see 3 Nephi 11:26) and that 
little children do not need to be bap-
tized (see Moroni 8:4–26).

Central to the Restored Church
Joseph Smith testified that the 

Book of Mormon is “the keystone of 
our religion.”3 Since we know this, 
it does not seem a coincidence that 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints was organized on April 6, 

Two wiTnesses
“The Bible is one witness of Jesus Christ; the Book of 
Mormon is another. Why is this second witness so crucial? 
The following illustration may help: How many straight 
lines can you draw through a single point on a piece of 
paper? The answer is infinite. For a moment, suppose that 

single point represents the Bible and that hundreds of those straight lines 
drawn through that point represent different interpretations of the Bible 
and that each of those interpretations represents a different church.

“What happens, however, if on that piece of paper there is a second 
point representing the Book of Mormon? How many straight lines could 
you draw between these two reference points: the Bible and the Book of 
Mormon? Only one. Only one interpretation of Christ’s doctrines survives 
the testimony of these two witnesses.

“Again and again the Book of Mormon acts as a confirming, clarifying, 
unifying witness of the doctrines taught in the Bible.”
Elder Tad R. Callister of the Presidency of the Seventy, “The Book of Mormon—a 
Book from God,” Ensign, Nov. 2011, 75.

1830, just 11 days after the Book of 
Mormon was first available for public 
sale on March 26, 1830. The Church 
was not organized until its key-
stone scripture was available for its 
members.

A Blessing in Our Lives
Regarding the Book of Mormon, 

Joseph Smith taught that “a man would 
get nearer to God by abiding by its 
precepts, than by any other book.”4 
It has the power to change lives—
including yours and those you share 
the Book of Mormon with. President 
Henry B. Eyring, First Counselor in 
the First Presidency, has testified, “The 
effect of the Book of Mormon on your 
character, power, and courage to be a 
witness for God is certain. The doc-
trine and the valiant examples in that 
book will lift, guide, and embolden 
you. . . . Prayerful study of the Book 
of Mormon will build faith in God the 
Father, in His Beloved Son, and in His 
gospel. It will build your faith in God’s 
prophets, ancient and modern. . . . It 
can draw you closer to God than any 
other book. It can change a life for the 
better.”5 NE
NOTES
 1. Mark E. Petersen, “Evidence of Things Not 

Seen,” Ensign, May 1978, 63.
 2. The Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson (1988),  

204.
 3. Joseph Smith, in introduction to the Book  

of Mormon.
 4. Joseph Smith, in introduction to the Book  

of Mormon.
 5. Henry B. Eyring, “A Witness,” Ensign, Nov. 

2011, 69–70.

Book of  
Mormon

Join the 
Conversation

Throughout April you’ll be study-
ing about the Apostasy and the 

Restoration in your priesthood quorums 
and Young Women and Sunday School 
classes. The coming forth of the Book of 
Mormon was an important part of the 
Restoration. After reading this article, 
think about how your life is different 
because you have the Book of Mormon. 
You could write down your feelings in 
your journal. Consider sharing them 
with others by testifying at home, at 
church, on social media, or online at 
lds.org/go/430.

Sunday LeSSonS This Month’s Topic:  
The Apostasy and  
the Restoration
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Holy Bible

Book of Mormonapostle of Jesus Christ, an elder of the church 
through the will of God the Father, and the 
grace of your Lord Jesus Christ,

“Being inspired of the Holy Ghost to lay 
the foundation thereof, and to build it up 
unto the most holy faith. . . .

“Wherefore, meaning the church, thou 
shalt give heed unto all his words and com-
mandments which he shall give unto you as 
he receiveth them, walking in all holiness 
before me” (D&C 21:1–2, 4).

We discussed the necessity of  
honoring and sustaining the 
prophet. We have been promised that 
the Lord will never let His prophet lead us 
astray. Here is a sure foundation on which 
we can build our lives.

Next my dad read: “There is a law, 
irrevocably decreed in heaven before the 
foundations of this world, upon which  
all blessings are predicated—

“And when we obtain  
any blessing from God,  

it is by obedience to that law upon which it  
is predicated” (D&C 130:20–21).

We talked about the importance of being 
obedient to the law of the Lord and the  
payment of tithes and offerings  
to Him as a test of our faith.

Finally, we turned to the scriptures 
and read: “The veil was taken from our 
minds, and the eyes of our understand-
ing were opened.

T h e  M e s s a g e
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TEMPLE  
RECOMMEND
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By elder  
L. Tom Perry
of the Quorum 
of the twelve 
apostles

In addition to giving me the formal interview, Dad, who was my  
bishop, wanted to make it a learning experience for me.

I will never forget my first temple recom-
mend interview with my bishop as I was 
preparing to go to the temple for my own 

endowments. The bishop was my father. 
Every day we spent a lot of time together, 
and he could have interviewed me in our 
home, in the barn, in the field, in our car, or 
in any convenient place. But Dad wanted 
to make this a special occasion, one that I 
would remember.

One day I received a telephone call from 
the bishop’s office. Dad wanted to set up 
an appointment with me for a temple rec-
ommend interview. I thought this strange, 
as he had never called before to set up an 
interview or an appointment with me. We 
arranged a time for a meeting in the bishop’s 
office. The appointed time came. When I 
arrived in his office, his desk was completely 
cleared, which was unusual, because nor-
mally it would have been almost covered by 
papers and books. Only the scriptures lay on 
top of the desk. In addition to giving me the 
formal interview, Dad wanted to make it a 
learning experience for me.

He passed the scriptures over to my side 
of the desk and asked me to read: “Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. Thou shalt 
not steal; neither commit adultery, nor kill, 
nor do anything like unto it” (D&C 59:6). The 
last sentence stuck in my mind.

We then discussed what it meant to be 
morally clean. The discussion focused 
on cleanliness of thought. Our thoughts, 
he said, usually develop into actions. If our 
thoughts remain clean and pure, we will 
never commit acts that would prevent us 
from holding a temple recommend.

Next, he picked up the scriptures and  
read the promise of the Lord related to the 
Word of Wisdom (see D&C 89:18–
21). We discussed the value of keeping our 
physical bodies as healthy, wholesome homes 
for our eternal spirits. The spirit of man should 
be housed in the cleanest tabernacle we can 
build while we are here on earth.

Then my father handed the scriptures 
back to me to read: “Behold, there shall be a 
record kept among you; and in it thou shalt 
be called a seer, a translator, a prophet, an 
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Imagine going on a treasure hunt. 
Where would you look for the trea-

sure? How would you find it? Would 
there be a treasure box? What would  
be inside? 

Some treasure boxes contain beau-
tiful jewelry and precious coins. But as 
members of The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, we have a treasure 
that is even more valuable: the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. 

Many people don’t know about this 
treasure, so one of our duties is to share 
it with as many people as we can. 

After Jesus and His Apostles died, 
some important gospel teachings and 
ordinances were lost or changed, 
including baptism, priesthood authority, 

temples, living prophets, and the 
sacrament.

All of these gospel treasures were 
restored through the Prophet Joseph 
Smith. Heavenly Father and Jesus  
Christ appeared to Joseph Smith in  
the Sacred Grove when he prayed to  
know the truth. 

Later Joseph received the gold plates 
and translated them into the Book of 
Mormon. The Book of Mormon con-
tains teachings that we treasure because 
it explains truths that were once lost. 
We receive many blessings because we 
have these gospel truths.

What precious treasures these are! ◆

Jesus Christ Restored His  
Church in the Latter Days

You can use this lesson and activity to learn 
more about this month’s Primary theme.

Make a Gospel 
Treasure Box
Cut out, fold, and paste this treasure 
box like the diagram at the bottom 
shows. Cut out the coins that list some 
of the treasures the gospel has given 
you and place them inside the box. 
Look at the treasures in the box often 
to remind yourself of the blessings of 
the gospel. You can cut out more coins 
and think of more gospel treasures to 
add to your box.

scripTure  
and sonG 
•  Doctrine and Covenants 35:17
•  “The Sacred Grove,” Children’s 

Songbook, 87 (or another song about 
the Restoration of the gospel)

leT’s Talk
Share how the treasures of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ bless your family.

Book of Mormon

Gospel truths

Sacrament

Living prophets

TemplesPriesthoodBaptism and  
confirmation

IllustratIons by bryan beach
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