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EastEr WEEk
You can prepare for Easter 

by learning about what 
happened during the week 
before Jesus Christ’s Crucifixion 
and Resurrection. Starting eight 
days before Easter, read the 
events and scripture verses 
listed for each day.
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Saturday
An important holiday called 
Passover was only six days 
away. Many people were 
coming to Jerusalem so they 
could offer sacrifices in the 
temple on that day. Jesus 
walked to Bethany, a village 
near Jerusalem. He would 
stay there for five nights with 
His friends Lazarus, Mary, 
and Martha. Mary anointed 
His feet with oil.
See John 12:1–3.

Sunday
Jesus walked from Bethany 
to Jerusalem. He rode into 
the city on a donkey, as a 
verse in the Old Testament 
said He would. People rec-
ognized Him as their King, 
shouting, “Hosanna,” and 
laying down palm leaves 
in front of the donkey to 
keep dust from getting on 
the Savior. Jesus visited the 
temple and then returned  
to Bethany.
See Zechariah 9:9; Matthew 
21:1–11; Mark 11:1–11.

Monday
Jesus saw people buying and 
selling things in the temple. 
Because He wanted the 
temple to be a “house of 
prayer,” He made them leave. 
Then He healed people who 
were lame or blind. The 
jealous priests were angry 
with Him.
See Matthew 21:12–17; Mark 
11:15–19.

tueSday
Jesus taught people in the 
temple and on a nearby hill 
called the Mount of Olives.
The priests plotted to kill 
Jesus. One of His disciples, 
Judas Iscariot, agreed to turn 
Jesus over to the priests in 
exchange for 30 silver coins. 
See Matthew 25:31–46; 
26:14–16.

WedneSday
The scriptures do not say 
what Jesus did on this day. 
He may have spent the day 
with His disciples. You could 
read the parable of the ten 
virgins, a story Jesus taught 
to His disciples to help them 
prepare for His Second 
Coming. 
See Matthew 25:1–13.

thurSday
Jesus’s disciples got ready  
for the Passover meal. During 
the meal, Jesus told the  
disciples that one of them  
would betray Him. Then, to  
help them remember Him,  
He gave them the sacrament  
for the first time. Jesus  
went to the Garden of 
Gethsemane to suffer for 
our sins and to pray to God. 
People came with swords and 
arrested Him. The disciples 
ran away in fear.
See Matthew 26:17–29, 36–56.

Friday
Jesus was taken to the high 
priest, Caiaphas. Jesus’s 
disciple Peter denied that 
he knew Him. Jesus was 
questioned by the governor, 
Pilate, and by the king, 
Herod. He was condemned 
to die on the cross. Jesus was 
crucified. A rich man named 
Joseph laid Jesus in his tomb. 
Jesus’s mother, Mary, and 
Mary Magdalene visited the 
tomb.
See Matthew 26:57–72; 27:1–2, 
27–37; Luke 23:44–46, 50–56.

Saturday
Jesus’s body lay in the tomb. 
A large stone was put in 
front of the door. The wicked 
priests asked Pilate to have 
guards stand outside the 
tomb to make sure no one 
went inside.
See Matthew 27:57–66.

eaSter Sunday
Jesus was resurrected! He  
had risen from the tomb. An 
angel descended from heaven 
and rolled away the stone. 
Jesus told His disciples to teach 
and baptize others and prom-
ised to always be with them.
See Matthew 28.

It was a beautiful spring day, and the bell hadn’t yet rung 
for my French class to begin. With great animation I 
was explaining to my friend the details of my upcoming 

trip to Brigham Young University during spring break. My 
mother, Trudy * (my good friend from church), and I were 
taking a road trip to check out BYU.

It was a 12-hour drive from my home in Washington 
State to Provo, Utah, but that was also part of the fun. We 
would take our time and see the sights along the way and 
have lots of girl fun. I had never been on a trip without my 
dad and the rest of my brothers and sisters, so this was a 
real treat. 

Finally I was free to leave. As I began gathering my 
books and papers, a voice from behind me timidly asked, 
“Hey, Cathy, can I talk to you for a minute?”

It was Jane Stevens.* I didn’t know Jane very well 
because she didn’t hang out with my usual friends. She 
wasn’t LDS and seemed a little shy.

“Uh, sure Jane,” I replied. “What’s up?” 
“Well.” She cleared her throat. “I heard you talking 

about your trip to Brigham Young University, and I wanted 
to know . . .” She stopped, and when she said the next 
sentence it was strung together without a pause: “It sounds 
like fun and I want to know if it’s OK if I come along too.”

Had I heard her right? Did she really just ask if she 
could come along on this once-in-a-life-time adventure 
with me and my mom and my best friend? How could 
anyone just barge in and ask if they could come on a trip 

with someone they hardly knew? Finally, I said the 
only thing that came to mind that made any sense: 
“I’ll have to ask my mom.”

Jane looked up at me. “Yeah, you should ask 
your mom. Thanks. Do you . . . think you could 
ask her tonight and then tell me tomorrow?” Now I 
was committed.

As I walked the three blocks to my job I kept 
thinking, “What have I done? I don’t want Jane to 
mess up our plans. This was supposed to be an 
adventure for just the three of us.” Then, the perfect 
answer came to me with a jolt: I’ll tell her my mom said 
no. We didn’t have enough room or something equally 
plausible. Mom would go along with this story, I just 
knew she would. 

Suddenly I felt better, if somewhat deceitful. At least I 
had a plan. 

I hurried straight home and raced into the house. 
“Mom! Mom!” I called. 

“I’m in the kitchen,” she answered. “What in the world 
are you in such a rush for?” She was drying the last of the 
dinner dishes. 

“Mom, there’s this girl at school, and she wants to come 
with us on our trip. I don’t want her to come, and I want 
you to tell her she can’t come for some reason.” 

“Whew!” My mom said laughing. “Slow down and tell 
me that again.”

“OK, there is this girl Jane at school . . .”

No Room  in the Car

By Cathy Whitaker Marshall

I thought she 
would ruin our 

trip. Instead, 
having her there 

changed our 
lives.

* Names 
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Easter Week
Help your child prepare for 

Easter by reading the “Easter 
Week” feature on pages 24 
and 25. The article explains 
what happened during the 
days surrounding Jesus Christ’s 
Crucifixion and Resurrection.

Staying Safe
Adults and children alike 

must learn to stay safe from bad 
things in the world. Elder Richard 
G. Scott of the Quorum of the 
Twelve Apostles offers encour-
agement and counsel on page 11 
about actions children can take to 
stay spiritually safe.

Missionary Adventure
James Hankin lives in the sea-

side town of Whitby, England, 
well-known for being the home-
town of the famous explorer 
James Cook. Modern-day James 
is planning his own adventure 
as he prepares to serve a mis-
sion. See “Charting His Course” 
by Loran Cook on page 36.

Christ, Our Mediator
Read a vivid example of what 

it is like to have our Savior pay 
our debt for us in “The Mediator 
Jesus Christ” by President 
Boyd K. Packer on page 2.

A New Temple
Young people in the Gila 

Valley of Arizona, USA, share  
their excitement and testimo-
nies about the new temple 
recently dedicated in their area 
in “Celebrating the Temple” by 
David Edwards on page 24.

One More
There was no room in the car, 

but including one more girl on a 
trip to check out Brigham Young 
University changed her life and the 
lives of her family forever. Read 
“No Room in the Car” by Cathy 
Whitaker Marshall on page 20.

CORRECTION
In the February issue of the Ensign, a 

Helps for Home Evening suggestion about 
holding family home evening for teens 
refers to an article in the January Ensign.


