
Today only ruins remain of 
Capernaum, that city by 
the lakeshore, heart of the 

Savior’s Galilean ministry. Here He 
preached in the synagogue, taught by 
the seaside, and healed in the homes.

At the beginning of His ministry, 
Jesus took a text from Isaiah: “The 
Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; 
because the Lord hath anointed me 
to preach good tidings unto the 
meek; he hath sent me to bind up 
the brokenhearted, to proclaim lib-
erty to the captives, and the opening 
of the prison to them that are bound” 
(Isaiah 61:1; see also Luke 4:18)—a 
clear pronouncement of a divine 
plan to rescue the sons and daugh-
ters of God.

He Is Not Here, 
but Is Risen

F I R S T  P R E S I D E N C Y  M E S S A G E

But Jesus’s preaching in Galilee had 
been merely prelude. The Son of Man 
had always had a dread rendezvous to 
keep on a hill called Golgotha.

Arrested in the Garden of 
Gethsemane after the Last Supper, 
deserted by His disciples, spat 
upon, tried, and humiliated, Jesus 
staggered under His great cross 
toward Calvary. He progressed  
from triumph to betrayal, torture, 
and death on the cross.

In the words of the song “The  
Holy City”:

The scene was changed. . . .
The morn was cold and chill,
As the shadow of a cross arose
Upon a lonely hill.1

By President  
Thomas S. Monson

For us our Heavenly Father gave  
His Son. For us our Elder Brother gave 
His life.

At the last moment the Master could 
have turned back. But He did not. He 
passed beneath all things that He might 
save all things: the human race, the earth, 
and all the life that ever inhabited it.

No words in Christendom mean 
more to me than those spoken by the 
angel to the weeping Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary as they approached 
the tomb to care for the body of their 
Lord: “Why seek ye the living among 
the dead? He is not here, but is risen” 
(Luke 24:5–6).

With this pronouncement, those who 
have lived and died, those who now 
live and one day will die, and those yet 
to be born and yet to die had just been 
rescued.

As the result of Christ’s victory over 
the grave, we shall all be resurrected. 
This is the redemption of the soul. Paul 
wrote:

“There are . . . celestial bodies, and 
bodies terrestrial: but the glory of the 
celestial is one, and the glory of the 
terrestrial is another.

“There is one glory of the sun, and 
another glory of the moon, and another HE
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glory of the stars: for one 
star differeth from another 
star in glory.

“So also is the res-
urrection of the dead” 
(1 Corinthians 15:40–42).

It is the celestial glory 
that we seek. It is in the 
presence of God that we 
desire to dwell. It is a for-
ever family in which  
we want membership.

Of Him who delivered 
each of us from endless 
death, I testify He is a 
teacher of truth—but He is 
more than a teacher. He is 
the exemplar of the perfect 
life—but He is more than 
an exemplar. He is the 
great physician—but He is 
more than a physician. He 
is the literal Savior of the 
world, the Son of God, the 
Prince of Peace, the Holy 
One of Israel, even the 
risen Lord, who declared, 
“I am the first and the last; 
I am he who liveth, I am 
he who was slain; I am 
your advocate with the 
Father” (D&C 110:4).

“Oh, sweet the joy this 
sentence gives: ‘I know 
that my Redeemer lives!’” 2

Of this I testify. ◼

NOTES
 1. Frederick E. Weatherly, “The 

Holy City” (1892).
 2. “I Know That My Redeemer 

Lives,” Hymns, no. 136.

TEACHING FROM THIS MESSAGE

Good teachers encourage unity 
among those they teach. As 

people share their insights and listen 
to one another respectfully, they not 
only enjoy a positive atmosphere for 
learning but also become more unified 
(see Teaching, No Greater Call [1999], 
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63). Unity will develop among those 
you teach as you and they reverently 
bear testimony of the Atonement 
of Jesus Christ and His Resurrection. 
This unity can help families follow 
President Monson’s counsel to become 
a “forever family.” 



6 E n s i g n

“The Savior came to the earth to show us 
how to live the plan that was authored 

in heaven—a plan that, if lived, will make us happy. His 
example showed us the way to return home to our Heavenly 
Father. No other who has ever lived has been so ‘steadfast 
and immovable’ (Mosiah 5:15). He was never distracted. He 
was focused on carrying out the will of the Father, and He 
remained true to His divine mission. . . .

“You are a part of that wondrous plan that was presented 
in the premortal realms. Your coming to the earth now has 
been anticipated since the plan was accepted. Your position 
in time and place is no accident. Your ‘exceeding faith and 
good works’ (Alma 13:3) then has laid the foundation for 
what you may accomplish now if you are faithful and obedi-
ent. . . . You have a great work to do. In order to accomplish 
your divine mission and live the plan of happiness, you too 
must be steadfast and immovable.”

Elaine S. Dalton, Young Women general president, “At All Times, in All 
Things, and in All Places,”  Liahona and  Ensign, May 2008, 116.

We Can Be Forever Families

President Monson teaches that through the power 
of the Savior’s Atonement, we can be together 

again with our families after death. Bring this family 
together by following the instructions below.

Instructions: The family members at left are separated from 
each other and from the Savior by death. Make a copy of this 
page, print it from www.lds.org, or make your own illustration 
to demonstrate how the Savior can bring us together. Fold the 
page at each dotted line so that the stars at the bottom of the 
page touch each other, hiding the dark areas. 
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He Showed Us the Way  
to Return Home
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