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CONVERSION AND RETENTION:
President Gordon B. Hinckley Speaks to Members

of Stake and Ward Councils

F EBRUARY 21, 1999

In this 1999 satellite broadcast for Church councils, President Gordon B.
Hinckley addresses the topics of conversion and retention—the two insepa-
rable parts of missionary work. He explains the various responsibilities that
members, leaders, and full-time missionaries have in bringing new people
into the Church and helping the new members stay active. He includes a
discussion of the three things that every new convert needs: a friend in the
Church, a responsibility, and nourishment by the good word of God.
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Throughout his address, President Hinckley provides counsel and encour-
agement for meeting the opportunities and the challenges of missionary
work. “Let us, every one, resolve within ourselves to arise to 2 new opportu-
nity, 2 new sense of responsibility, 2 new shouldering of obligation to assist
our Father in Heaven in His glorious work of bringing to pass the immor-
tality and eternal life of His sons and daughters throughout the earth.”
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