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y name is Isabelle, and I’m 11 years old. I live
in Riverton, Utah. If you come to my house you
might notice that my family does some things a little
differently than other families. If my mom wants to get
our attention, she turns the lights on and off. We use a
videophone to make all our calls. And you’ll never hear
us raise our voices. This is because most of my family
members are deaf—and so am I.
Being deaf means I can’t hear. Instead of using my
voice to talk, I use my hands to sign words. My mom,
dad, and older brother are deaf, and my older sister
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because it reminds me of all my hard work.
I like being in a family that can talk using sign language. When we talk about our day, we give all our
attention to the person who is
signing. I’ve learned that showing
respect and caring for each other’s
needs are very important. ◆

Isabelle D. of
Riverton,
Utah

HANDS that TALK

is hard of hearing. When my mom learned that there
weren’t a lot of helps for children who are deaf or hard
of hearing, she helped start a school for those children.
Now I go to that school. My classmates and I like learning and doing the same things that other kids do in
school.
When I’m not in school I like to jump on the trampoline, draw, and read novels. I also like to take
things apart and put them back together.
Speaking of taking things apart, one summer I helped take shingles off my uncle’s
roof. It took a long time, and I was tired
by the end! Another time I helped paint
a playhouse. I got paint splatters all over
my shirt. Now I like wearing the shirt
I’d like to learn Japanese
Sign Language!
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I like to talk to my
grandma on the
videophone.

Here’s my
family signing,
“I love you!”

My Family

This is my family! I’m ready to sign.
Here they all are, one at a time.

By Diane Robinson Haines
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And don’t forget ME! I’m also part of our family tree.
In God’s temple we’re sealed together eternally.
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