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In Other  
Church Magazines

Music for Beginning Pianists
In 2012, the Friend  is introducing  

a monthly sheet music feature of 
simplified hymns and children’s songs 
to help the aspiring pianists in your 
home develop their musical talents. 
The song in the January issue, “As a 
Child of God,” is also featured in the 
2012 Outline for Sharing Time.

New Mutual Theme
The new Mutual theme is pre-

sented by the Young Women and 
Young Men general presidencies on 
page 6. Learn about it in more depth 
in the Line upon Line section on page 
8, and find a Mormonad about it on 
page 9.  
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Be a Shining example 

2012 

This year’s Mutual theme is a call 
for you to be a leader. It is a call 

for you to lead out in purity, modesty, 
and holiness. It is a call to change the 
world!

When you became part of the 
Young Women organization, you 

were given a gold-
and-white torch 
necklace to wear as 
a reminder that as 
a young woman in 
The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, you will 
stand for truth and 
righteousness and 

arise and let your light shine forth 
to the world. That means you will 
be true to your divine identity as a 
precious daughter of God. It means 
you will strive to stand as a witness 
of Him and of the Savior “at all times 
and in all things, and in all places” 
(Mosiah 18:9).

Mutual  
theMe

Young Women, ariSe  
and Shine!
By the young Women general Presidency

“Arise and shine forth, 
that thy light may be 
a standard for the 
nations” (D&C 115:5).

By the young men general Presidency
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Top: Elaine S. Dalton (center), president; 
Mary N. Cook (left), first counselor; and 
Ann M. Dibb (right), second counselor. 
Above: David L. Beck (center), president; 
Larry M. Gibson (left), first counselor; and 
Adrián Ochoa (right), second counselor.

We hope that this year you will 
wear your torch necklace proudly 
to remind yourself that you are an 
example to those around you. You 
will “shine forth” as you pray daily, 
read in the Book of Mormon, obey 
the standards in For the Strength of 
Youth, and smile. We know that as 
you keep the commandments and 
live the standards found in For the 
Strength of Youth, you will radiate joy 
and qualify to be guided by the Holy 
Ghost. This guidance will enable each 
of you to make choices that will help 
you be worthy to receive a temple 
recommend. 

As a Young Women general presi-
dency, we testify that as you do these 
things, the Savior will be there to light 
your path. He promises, “I will also 
be your light . . . ; and I will prepare 
the way before you, if it so be that ye 
shall keep my commandments; . . . 
and ye shall know that it is by me that 
ye are led” (1 Nephi 17:13). NE

Young men of the Church— 
deacons, teachers, and priests of 

the magnificent Aaronic Priesthood—
you have taken upon you the name 
of the Savior; you bear His holy 
priesthood; you have been called 
to do His work and to bless all who 
know you. Now is the time for you 
to fulfill your priesthood duties and 
“shine forth” as a “standard for the 
nations” (D&C 115:5). 

Now is the time to “let your light 
so shine before men, that they may 
see your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven” 
(Matthew 5:16). Jesus Christ is the 
perfect example. Strive to know 
Him, follow Him, and become more 
like Him by obeying His command-
ments and keeping the standards of 
the Church as described in For the 
Strength of Youth. As you do, you 
will be a shining force of spiritual 
strength to those around you.

The Lord said, “Be ye clean that 
bear the vessels of the Lord” (D&C 
133:5). Your moral cleanliness will 
allow you to shine forth with a spe-
cial light to your ward or branch 

members as you worthily represent 
the Savior in administering the sacred 
sacrament to them each Sunday.

Watch for and seize opportuni-
ties every day to serve your family, 
friends, quorum members, and others. 
You will become a joyful example of 
light to them and to those who qui-
etly observe you.

Shine forth with sincere friend-
ship and kindness to all. Share the 
wonderful blessings of Church activ-
ities and gospel teachings with your 
friends. Be courageous and invite 
them to come unto the Light and Life 
of the World—even Jesus Christ.

We love you. We pray for you. We 
bear testimony that the Lord loves 
you and needs you to help build His 
kingdom. Now is the time for you to 
“arise and shine forth” as a holder of 
His holy priesthood. As you magnify 
this priesthood and fulfill your duty to 
God, your light will become “a stan-
dard for the nations.” NE

New Youth Videos for 2012
Visit lds.org/go/121 to watch several short 
videos about young men and young women 
who are choosing to arise and shine forth.

Finance Tips
Does your family need to learn 

how to handle money better? Here 
are some tips for teens to become 
more self-reliant and learn to live 
within their means. Read “Making 
Sense of Dollars and Cents” on  
page 14.

Standing for Truth
Two young women respond to 

general conference by sharing their 
experiences with standing for truth, 
even when that means standing alone. 
Read their stories and excerpts from 
President Thomas S. Monson’s October 
2011 conference talks on page 42. 
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MAKING SENSE OF

By Hillary Holbrook

Nine tips on how to earn, 
save, and manage money.

Did you ever have an uncle, dad, 
or grandpa who entertained 
you by pulling quarters out of 

his ear? And would you watch the 
magic trick in amazement, think-
ing, “How did he do that?” Well, by 
now you’ve figured out that money 
doesn’t appear mysteriously—or 
grow on trees.

Money isn’t just a magic trick—it 
has to be earned and taken care of. 
Forming good money-management 
skills now, while you’re young, will 
enable you to find peace and security, 
and it will help you when you go on 
a mission, get a job, or go to school. 
Here are nine tips to get you started 
as a wise money manager.

Be a responsible, 
honest worker.

If you’re too young to have a 
regular job that pays a wage, think 
of other ways to earn money. See the 
list of money-making ideas on page 
17 to help you get started. Once you 
have a job lined up, be responsible. 
If you’re reliable, then your clients 
will remember you and may hire  
you again.

One way to make a good impres-
sion is by being on time or even 
a few minutes early to a job. And 
always be an honest worker by doing 
a thorough, complete job. If your 
family’s friend is going to pay you to 
wash a car, then wash the entire car, 
including the tires. Nobody wants 
to pay the whole price for a job that 
was done just halfway.

Involve your 
parents.

Never accept a job from some-
one until you have permission and 
approval from your parents, who 
can ensure your safety. They can 
also help you keep your school and 
Church priorities organized so that 
you’re not overwhelmed.

Have a good 
attitude. 

Elder Stephen B. Oveson, formerly 
of the Seventy, said that one impor-
tant aspect of working is having a 
good attitude. He related an experi-
ence from his youth when he had a 
job he didn’t like:

“One afternoon I was hoeing 
weeds with a friend named Arlen 
Jenkins. I was complaining and 
moaning and groaning about the 
hard work, but he looked at me and 
said, ‘You know, you really need to 
consider that if we weren’t doing 
this, we might be doing something 
worse.’ That was his attitude. He was 
always happy doing any type of work 
because he knew he could be doing 
something worse. I have tried to 
reflect that attitude in every job I have 
had since that time” (“Good Work,” 
New Era, Jan. 2007, 38–39).

Pay your tithing 
as soon as you 
earn the money.

Whenever you receive money, pay 
your tithing first. Tithing is 10 per-
cent of the money you’re paid. If you 
wait a while to pay tithing on money 
you’ve earned, then paying it may be 
harder because the amount of money 
continues to add up.

The For the Strength of Youth pam-
phlet says: “Paying tithing shows your 
gratitude for all that God has given 
you. . . . Your attitude is important 
in paying tithing. Pay it because you 
love the Lord and have faith in Him. 
Pay it willingly with a thankful heart. 
Pay it first, even when you think you 
don’t have enough money to meet 
your other needs. Doing so will help 
you overcome selfishness and be 
more receptive to the Spirit” ([2001], 
34). You can read about the blessings 
promised to those who pay tithing in 
Malachi 3:10–12.

Keep Wants in CheCK

“We must not allow our yearnings to 

exceed our earnings.”
President Thomas S. Monson, “Peace, Be 

Still,” Ensign, Nov. 2002, 54.
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Sitting Down for 
My StanDarDS

Even though it was a cold, hard 
piece of plastic, at that moment 
my chair was my only friend. 

Our English teacher had asked us to 
express our opinions about contro-
versial statements. If you supported 
a statement, you were to move to the 
left side of the room. If you didn’t 
support it, you were to stay to the 
right. “First statement: Coed sleep-
overs should be allowed,” she said. 
There was a brief pause, then a giddy 
stampede to the left side of the room. 
I was the only one left sitting.

In my mind it wasn’t an option 
to go to the left side of the room. 
I knew what I believed. So I stood 
up, faced my friends, and told them 
I didn’t think coed sleepovers were 
appropriate. As I did so, I said a silent 

it’S Better to  
StanD alone

I went to a party one night with a 
group of my closest friends. As 
we sat laughing, the conversation 

turned. My friends started to gossip 
about a young man we all knew 
who was my friend. The conversa-
tion went on for a while with every-
one except me agreeing with what 
was being said. Eventually I had 
enough. I expressed my feelings that 
it was wrong for them to belittle this 
young man.

The room went silent, and no 
one stood by me. I had never felt so 
alone in my life than at that moment. 
Eventually the conversations moved 
on, but everyone ignored me. I 
decided to call my mom to come 
pick me up. Then I announced that 
I was going home. No one asked 
questions, and small good-byes were 
said as I left.

It was hard for me to go against 
my friends, but I knew that it was 
the right thing to do. This experience 

“We have been and continue to be 
taught God’s laws. Despite what you 

may see or hear elsewhere, these laws are 
unchanging.

“As we go about living from day to day, 
it is almost inevitable that our faith will be 
challenged. We may at times find ourselves 
surrounded by others and yet standing in the 
minority or even standing alone concerning 
what is acceptable and what is not. Do we 
have the moral courage to stand firm for our 
beliefs, even if by so doing we must stand 
alone? . . . It is essential that we are able to 
face—with courage—whatever challenges 
come our way.”President Thomas S. Monson, “Dare to Stand 
Alone,” Ensign, Nov. 2011, 60.

TAke A STAND ToDAy

Think of some situations where you 
may need to stand for truth in the 

future. Decide now what you’ll do in those 
situations so you’ll be prepared, ready, and 
committed to stand up for your beliefs.

•	 When	inappropriate	music	comes	on	at	a	
dance, I will ______________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________.

•	 When	someone	asks	me	to	cheat	in	
school, I will ______________________ 
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________.

•	 When	I	see	trendy	clothes	that	are	not	
appropriate, I will __________________ 
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________.

•	 When	__________________________
__________________________, I will  
_______________________________
_______________________________.

•	 When	__________________________
__________________________, I will  
_______________________________
_______________________________.

“It may appear to you at times that those 
out in the world are having much more 

fun than you are. Some of you may feel 
restricted by the code of conduct to which 
we in the Church adhere. My brothers and 
sisters, I declare to you, however, that there 
is nothing which can bring more joy into our 
lives or more peace to our souls than the 
Spirit which can come to us as we follow 
the Savior and keep the commandments. 
That Spirit cannot be present at the kinds 
of activities in which so much of the world 
participates.”President Thomas S. Monson, “Stand in Holy 
Places,” Ensign, Nov. 2011, 83.

I would be able to do that.” I smiled 
and said a silent prayer of thanks to 
Heavenly Father for showing me that 
I was able to touch someone.

Although that was a difficult expe-
rience, I was able to define myself. 
Because I had the gospel in my life, 
I knew where I stood and I knew 
nothing could shake me. I eventually 
found friends who really cared about 
me and respected my beliefs. I am 
a much happier person because I 
understand that when I stand up for 
my beliefs, the Lord is with me  
and He will never leave  
me alone.
Heather C., Virginia, USA More on President 

Monson’s Conference 
Messages

To read, watch, or listen to President 
Monson’s full addresses, go to  
lds .org/ go/ 124 and lds .org/ go/ 125. 
You can also find all of the confer-
ence messages at conference .lds .org.

changed my life, and I feel good 
about my decision to stick up for this 
young man. I learned that even if 
you stand alone, you should always 
do what’s right. Your crowd may not 
be the crowd you’re meant to be 
with. It’s better to stand alone and do 
what’s right than to stand with others 
doing wrong.
Lauren M., Utah, USA
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prayer that my words would make 
sense and testify of truth. Then the 
bell rang, and the students scrambled 
to collect their backpacks. A girl from 
my class stopped me in the hall. “I 
just wanted to say that was really 
brave of you,” she said. “I don’t think 

Stand for
TRUTH

In the October 2011 general conference, President Thomas S. 
Monson encouraged us to keep the commandments, even if 
they might not be popular with the world. This counsel can 
apply to many aspects of your life. Here are two experiences 
from youth that illustrate what President Monson taught.
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Conference        News

President thomas s. monson  announced six new temPles:
1. Paris, France
2. Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo
3. Durban, South 
 Africa
4. Barranquilla, 
 Colombia
5. Star Valley, Wyoming
6. Provo, Utah

You Can Do  Family History
Elder David A. Bednar encouraged 
Church members to use their com-
puter skills to work on family history. You can do it too! Elder Bednar 
promised wonderful blessings when 
you do family history work. He 
said, “Your love and 
gratitude for your an-
cestors will increase. 
Your testimony of 
and conversion to the 

Savior will become deep and 
abiding. And I promise you will 
be protected against the . . . 
adversary.” To get started, visit 
lds.org/friend.

Children’s Choir
Primary children from the Pleasant View and North Ogden, Utah,  
areas sang for the Saturday  
afternoon session of conference. 

IllustratIons by

New Temples Announced!
What happened at the October 2011 general conference?

A Prophet’s Message
President Thomas S. Monson talked about the importance of being wor-

thy, and staying close 
to Heavenly Father 
and Jesus Christ. 
Here are some of the 
prophet’s words:

“There is nothing 
which can bring 

more joy into our lives or more 
peace to our souls than the Spirit 
which can come to us as we 
follow the Savior and keep the 
commandments.”

 “Our Father in 
Heaven is the same yes-
terday, today, and for-
ever. . . . His constancy 
is something on which 

we can rely, an anchor to which we can hold fast and be safe.”
 “It is necessary that we commu-

nicate with our Heavenly Father 
through prayer. He wants us to do 
so; He’ll answer our prayers.”

3

2

1

4
6 5

Especially for 9- to 11-year-olds
For years, the Friend  has featured 

a “For Little Friends” section that 
includes content for its youngest 
readers. Now older children also 
have a section of their own. Turn to 
pages 44–47 in the January Friend  to 
find content especially for 9- to 
11-year-old readers.

Conference Spotlight
Help your children remember 

important messages from the October 
2011 general conference by reading 
with them the Conference News page 
included on page 49 of the January 
Friend. 
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So why did it feel like a heavy rock in his pocket?
By the time Josh got home, he felt like he had a rock in 

his stomach too. Josh went to his room and took out the 
knife. It didn’t seem to gleam anymore. Josh tried to imag-
ine what kinds of things he’d use it for, but he couldn’t think 
of any. Besides, if he took the knife out of his room, Dad 
might see it.

Josh felt anxious all day. The knife’s weight in his pocket 
kept reminding him of the wrong choice he had made. He 
had to get rid of it.

“Can I ride my bike?” he asked Mom.

“Yes, just be home in time for dinner,” Mom said.
Josh hurried to get his bicycle from the garage  

and pedaled onto the sidewalk.
“Hey, Josh! Where are you going?” Josh’s brother 

Tanner called from his friend Chris’s yard.
Josh didn’t slow down. He raced to the end of the 

street, where a brick wall was built into a hillside. Josh 
found a crack between the bricks and stuffed the pocket- 
knife into the dark hole. No one would know what he’d 
done. Now he could forget about it too.

A few hours later, Tanner and Chris burst into the house. 

IllustratIon by brIan bean 

By Kimberly Reid
(Based on a true story)

Ye should do that which is honest (2 Corinthians 13:7).

it was a warm summer morning as Josh followed his 
dad into the hardware store. Outside, bees hummed 

and sprinklers hissed, but inside everything was cool 
and quiet. Josh stood at the window and watched a 
bee bump against the glass.

Then something on a shelf caught his eye—a  
pocketknife gleaming in the sunlight near the window. 

Josh was sure he could use a knife like that 
for all sorts of things. But he didn’t ask 
Dad if he could buy it. He already knew 

what Dad would say: “You should wait 
until you’re a Boy Scout to get a pocketknife.” Josh 
didn’t want to wait until then. He wanted a pocket-
knife right now.

Josh looked over his shoulder. Dad was busy paying 
the cashier for some work gloves. Josh snatched the 
knife and put it in his pocket.

“Ready to go?” Dad asked.
Josh followed Dad to the car, his heart thumping 

like the bee against the window. As they drove away, 
Josh smiled. No one had noticed! The knife was his.

“I will be honest with Heavenly 
Father, others, and myself.”

My Gospel Standards

“Look what we found!” Tanner held up the pocketknife.
Josh tried not to look guilty. “Where did you get that?”  

he asked.
“We followed a bee,” Tanner said.
“You followed a bee?” Mom repeated.
“We were bored,” Tanner said. “We chased the bee to 

the end of the street. It crawled into a hole in the brick 
wall, and that’s where the pocketknife was.”

Josh felt sick. Even though he’d hidden the knife, 
Heavenly Father knew where it was. He went to his  
room and counted the dollar bills in his wallet. Then  

he prayed for the courage to tell the truth. When  
he got up from his knees, the anxiousness in his 
mind quieted. He felt a little nervous about  
telling his parents and the cashier at the  
hardware store what he had done, but he felt 
lighter than he had all day—
like a bee zipping over the 
rooftops toward 
home. ◆

  b e e l i n e  t o  t h e  t r u t h

The knife’s weight in Josh’s 
pocket reminded him of the 
wrong choice he had made.

F O R  O L D E R  K I D S

 As a Child of God
 As a Child of God
 As a Child of God
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 As a Child of God
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As a Child of God

Copyright © 2006 by Janice Kapp Perry. All rights reserved. 

This song may be copied for incidental, noncommercial home and church use.

This notice must be included on each copy made.

Happily = 96–112q
Words and music by Janice Kapp Perry

Practice tip: To warm up, practice playing these notes. 

Don’t forget the B-flat! G   A    B
b  C   D

1    2    3    4    5

As a Child of God
(Simplified)
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As a Child of God
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Happily = 96–112q
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Practice tip: To warm up, practice playing these notes. 

Don’t forget the B-flat! G   A    B
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