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My brothers and sisters, my 
heart is full as we bring to a 
close this wonderful gen-

eral conference of the Church. We 
have been spiritually fed as we have 
listened to the counsel and testimo-
nies of those who have participated 
in each session. I am certain I speak 
for all members everywhere when 
I express deep appreciation for the 
truths we have been taught. We could 
echo the words, found in the Book of 
Mormon, of those who heard the ser-
mon of the great King Benjamin and 
“cried with one voice, saying: Yea, we 
believe all the words which thou hast 
spoken unto us; and also, we know of 
their surety and truth, because of the 
Spirit of the Lord Omnipotent.” 1

I hope that we will take the time to 
read the conference talks, which will 
be reprinted in the November issue of 
the Ensign and Liahona magazines, for 
they are deserving of our careful study.

What a blessing it is that we have 
been able to meet here, in this mag-
nificent Conference Center, in peace 
and comfort and safety. We have had 
unprecedented coverage of the con-
ference, reaching across the continents 
and the oceans to people everywhere. 
Though we are far removed from many 
of you, we feel of your spirit and send 
our love and appreciation to you.

To our Brethren who have been 
released at this conference, may I 
express the heartfelt gratitude of all 
of us for your many years of devoted 
service. Countless are those who have 
been blessed by your contributions to 
the work of the Lord.

The Tabernacle Choir and other 

choirs which participated in the 
sessions have provided truly heavenly 
music that has enhanced and beau-
tified all else which has taken place. 
I thank you for sharing with us your 
musical talents and abilities.

I love and appreciate my faithful 
counselors, President Henry B. Eyring 
and President Dieter F. Uchtdorf. They 
are truly men of wisdom and under-
standing, and their service is invalu-
able. I could not do all that I am called 
upon to do without their support 
and assistance. I love and admire my 
Brethren of the Quorum of the Twelve 
Apostles and all in the Quorums 
of the Seventy and in the Presiding 
Bishopric. They serve selflessly and 
effectively. I similarly express my 
appreciation for the women and men 
who serve as general auxiliary officers.

How blessed we are to have the 
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This meeting is a gift to all of 
Heavenly Father’s daughters who 
desire to learn His mind and will 

and understand their responsibilities 
in His plan. I have visited many of you 
this past year, and my heart has been 
touched as I have looked into your 
eyes, hugged you, laughed with you, 
cried with you, and listened to your 
grief, joy, and triumph. Each of you 
is precious beyond description and 
known by our Heavenly Father. As 
daughters of God, you are preparing 
for eternal designations, and each of 
you has a female identity, nature, and 
responsibility. The success of families, 
communities, this Church, and the 
precious plan of salvation is depen-
dent on your faithfulness. Oh, dear 
sisters, how we love and pray for you!

All of us are in the middle of a very 
personal mortal experience. Two sisters 
I have met recently represent how to 
live faithfully. One sister lives in central 
Brazil. Her lovely redbrick home, set in 
a yard of red soil, surrounded by a wall 
of red blocks, is a haven and refuge 
from the world outside. Her bright-eyed 
children know how to sing Primary 
songs, and on the walls of her home 
hang pictures of the Savior, temples, and 
prophets of God cut from the Liahona 
magazine. She and her husband made 
personal sacrifices to be sealed in the 
temple so their children could be born 
in the covenant. She told me that she 
prays continually for the Lord to give 
her strength and inspiration sufficient to 
bring up her children in the light, truth, 
and strength of the gospel.
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restored gospel of Jesus Christ. It pro-
vides answers to questions concerning 
where we came from, why we are 
here, and where we will go when we 
pass from this life. It provides meaning 
and purpose and hope to our lives.

We live in a troubled world, a world 
of many challenges. We are here on 
this earth to deal with our individual 
challenges to the best of our ability, 
to learn from them, and to overcome 
them. Endure to the end we must, for 
our goal is eternal life in the presence 
of our Father in Heaven. He loves us 
and wants nothing more than for us to 
succeed in this goal. He will help us 
and bless us as we call upon Him in our 
prayers, as we study His words, and as 
we obey His commandments. Therein is 
found safety; therein is found peace.

May God bless you, my broth-
ers and sisters. I thank you for your 
prayers in my behalf and in behalf 
of all of the General Authorities. We 
are deeply grateful for you and for all 
that you do to further the kingdom of 
God on earth.

May heaven’s blessings be with 
you. May your homes be filled with 
love and courtesy and with the Spirit 
of the Lord. May you constantly nour-
ish your testimonies of the gospel, 
that they will be a protection to you 
against the buffetings of Satan.

Conference is now over. As we 
return to our homes, may we do so 
safely. May the spirit we have felt here 
be and abide with us as we go about 
those things which occupy us each 
day. May we show increased kindness 
toward one another; may we ever be 
found doing the work of the Lord.

I love you; I pray for you. I bid 
you farewell till we meet again in six 
months’ time. In the name of our Lord 
and Savior, even Jesus Christ, amen. ◼
Note
	 1. Mosiah 5:2.




