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Building the Ark
Genesis 6–7; Moses 8

Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so did he. Genesis 6:22

During a time when almost everyone on the 
earth was wicked, the Lord called Noah  

to teach people the gospel. Noah told them to re-
pent and be baptized or they would be destroyed 
by floods, but the people would not listen. Some 
of them were so angry with Noah that they 
wanted to kill him, but the Lord protected him. 
(See Genesis 6:5; Moses 8:18–26.)
When the people would not repent, the Lord  
told Noah that He would “bring a flood of wa-
ters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh” (Genesis 
6:17). To protect Noah and his family from this 
great flood, the Lord commanded Noah to build 
an ark. The ark was to have three levels, many 
rooms, a window on the top, and a door in the 
side. Noah was to use pitch, or tar, to make the 
ark watertight, and the ark would be about 450 

feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high. (See 
Genesis 6:14–16.)
Noah and his sons built the ark according to 
the Lord’s instructions (see Genesis 6:22; 7:5). 
The Lord told them to take at least one male and 
one female “of every living thing of all flesh” 
(Genesis 6:19). They also had to take food for the 
animals and for themselves (see Genesis 6:21).
When the ark was finished and everything  
was ready, Noah and his family boarded the 
ark along with the animals (see Genesis 7:7). 
Noah was now 600 years old, and the flood 
waters were about to come upon the earth 
(see Genesis 7:6). Noah had obeyed the Lord 
in preaching the gospel, building the ark, and 
gathering the animals.

Summary

Noah and his family were righteous persons 
who lived at a time when nearly everyone on 
the earth was wicked. The Lord called Noah 
to teach the gospel to the people. Noah warned 
them that if they did not repent, floods would 
come to destroy them. When the people would 

not repent, the Lord told Noah to build an ark to 
protect his family and at least two of every ani-
mal during the Flood. Noah obeyed, and when 
the Flood came Noah’s family and the animals 
were safe aboard the ark.
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