Moses and the Burning Bush

Exodus 3:1-4:17

God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses.
And he said, Here am 1. Exodus 3:4

s Moses was tending the flock of Jethro,

his father-in-law and the priest of Midian,
he led the flock to the mountain of God. When
Moses reached the mountain, an angel appeared
to him “in a flame of fire out of the midst of
a bush . .. and the bush was not consumed”
(Exodus 3:2; see also Exodus 3:1). As he watched
this miraculous sight, he heard a voice, which
was the voice of God, calling “Moses, Moses”
from the bush. Moses said, “Here am I.” God
told Moses to move back and take his shoes off
because he was standing on holy ground. When
God identified Himself as the God of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, “Moses hid his face; for he was
afraid to look upon God” (Exodus 3:6; see also
Exodus 3:4-5).

Moses learned that God was aware of the chil-
dren of Israel and their bondage to the Egyptian
rulers. God told Moses to tell Pharaoh to release
the children of Israel. Moses said, “Who am I,
that I should go unto Pharaoh?” But God assured
Moses that He would be with him. (See Exodus
3:7-12.) Moses was then concerned about what

he should say to the children of Israel. God told
him to say that I AM, the Lord God, had sent
him unto them. (See Exodus 3:13-14.) Moses’s
next concern was that the people would not
believe him. The Lord asked Moses what he had
in his hand, and Moses replied that he had a
rod. Moses was told to cast it on the ground; it
became a serpent and Moses fled. But the Lord
told Moses to pick up the serpent, and it became
a rod again. (See Exodus 4:1-4.)

The Lord gave Moses more signs from the
burning bush (see Exodus 4:6-9), but Moses was
still reluctant to perform the mission God had
called him to do. He complained of being slow
of speech, but God promised to help Moses with
his speech (see Exodus 4:10-12). When Moses
continued to complain and ask for help, God
finally became angry with his excuses. God told
Moses he could take his brother, Aaron, for a
spokesman. (See Exodus 4:14-16.) Before Moses
left the mountain, the Lord told him to take the
rod and use it to make signs (see Exodus 4:17).

Summary

While tending his father-in-law’s flock, Moses
came to the mountain of God. There he saw a
bush that was burning but not being destroyed
by the flames. God called Moses by name from
the burning bush. He told Moses to remove his
shoes, for he was standing on holy ground. The
Lord said that He knew of the troubles of His
people, and He told Moses to tell Pharaoh to let

the Israelites go. Moses did not think he could
do this. He was concerned that the people would
not believe him and said that he was slow of
speech. However, the Lord promised to be with
him and to give him power. He said that Moses
could take his brother, Aaron, to speak for him.
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