
115

Daniel Interprets Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream
Daniel 2

The great God hath made known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter:  
and the dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure. Daniel 2:45

King Nebuchadnezzar had a dream that 
troubled him. He called for some of his 

wise men to explain what the dream meant. 
(See Daniel 2:1–3.) The problem was that the 
king could not remember his dream. He or-
dered them to tell him both the dream and 
its meaning, threatening to kill them if they 
couldn’t. When these men answered that no one 
could tell the king his dream, Nebuchadnezzar 
commanded that all the wise men in Babylon be 
killed. (See Daniel 2:5–6, 10–12.)
Daniel, one of the captives the Babylonians had 
taken from Jerusalem, was among those who 
were to be slain. When he learned about the 
danger, he told the king’s captain he would inter-
pret the dream if the king would give him time. 
Daniel asked his friends Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego to pray with him. They asked 
Heavenly Father to show Daniel the dream, and 
the Lord revealed the dream to Daniel in a vi-
sion. (See Daniel 2:13–23; see also Daniel 1:7.)
Daniel went to the king’s captain and told 
him he could interpret the dream (see Daniel 
2:24). The captain rushed Daniel to King 
Nebuchadnezzar. After saying that God had 
shown him the dream, Daniel described the 
image the king had seen. The image’s head was 

made of gold, his breast and arms of silver, his 
belly and thighs of brass, his legs of iron, and his 
feet of part iron and part clay. Daniel said that 
a great stone struck the image’s feet and broke 
them. Then the stone grew and filled the whole 
earth. (See Daniel 2:28–35.)
Interpreting the dream, Daniel told the king, 
“Thou art this head of gold” (Daniel 2:38). Then 
he said an inferior kingdom, represented by 
the silver, would arise after Nebuchadnezzar’s. 
A third kingdom would then rule the world, 
followed by a fourth. This last kingdom would 
be divided, like the feet of iron and clay: part 
strong and part weak. During the reign of these 
kings, God would set up a kingdom that would 
destroy all other kingdoms and stand forever. 
(See Daniel 2:36–45.)
When Daniel was finished, King Nebuchad-
nezzar fell down before him and said, “Of a 
truth . . . your God is a God of gods, and a Lord 
of kings, and a revealer of secrets” (Daniel 2:47; 
see also Daniel 2:46).
The king made Daniel a ruler in Babylon, gave 
him many gifts, and made him the chief over 
all the wise men. At Daniel’s request, the king 
also made Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego 
rulers. (See Daniel 2:48–49.)

Summary

King Nebuchadnezzar had an important dream 
that he could not remember. He commanded 
some of his wise men to describe the dream 
and explain it. When they said this could not 
be done, Nebuchadnezzar ordered that all the 
wise men of Babylon be killed. Daniel was one 
of those who would be killed. He and his friends 

asked the Lord for mercy, and the Lord showed 
Daniel the dream and its meaning. Daniel then 
described the dream to King Nebuchadnezzar 
and explained what it meant. The king was 
pleased, and as a reward he made Daniel and his 
friends rulers in Babylon.
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