Boy Jesus in the Temple

Luke 2:41-52; Joseph Smith Translation, Luke 2:46

After three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, and they were
hearing him, and asking him questions. Joseph Smith Translation, Luke 2:46

hen Jesus was 12 years old, He and His

family traveled to Jerusalem for the Feast
of the Passover. On the trip back to Nazareth,
Joseph and Mary thought Jesus was among the
group of family and friends they traveled with.
But after a full day’s journey, they realized Jesus
was not with them. (See Luke 2:41-44.)

Joseph and Mary were worried and went back to
Jerusalem to look for Jesus. For three days they
searched for the young boy, finally finding Him
in the temple, where He was teaching the wise
men and answering their questions. (See Luke
2:45-46; Joseph Smith Translation, Luke 2:46

[in Luke 2:46, footnote c].) “And all that heard

him were astonished at his understanding and
answers” (Luke 2:47).

Mary asked Jesus why He had done this, telling
Him how she and Joseph had searched for Him,
sorrowing. Jesus answered that He had been
doing His Heavenly Father’s work. Although
Joseph and Mary knew that Jesus was to be the
Savior, they did not understand His mission as
well as He did. (See Luke 2:48-50.)

Jesus returned to Nazareth with Joseph and
Mary and was an obedient son. As He grew
older, He studied and learned; He was close to
His Heavenly Father and well liked by other
people. (See Luke 2:51-52.)

Summary

When Jesus was 12 years old, He went with His
family to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover.
On the way home, Joseph and Mary realized
that Jesus was not with their group. They went
back to Jerusalem to look for Him. After three
days of searching, they found Jesus teaching the

wise men in the temple. Those who heard Him
were amazed at His understanding. Mary asked
Him why He had stayed behind and made them
worry. Jesus explained that He was doing the
work of His Father in Heaven.
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