[image: room with chairs and benches]August 9–15
Doctrine and Covenants 88
“Establish … a House of God”
As a gospel teacher, you have a responsibility to help your class “teach one another the doctrine of the kingdom” and “words of wisdom” (Doctrine and Covenants 88:77, 118). In addition to sharing the things you are inspired to teach from Doctrine and Covenants 88, encourage class members to teach each other what they have learned.
Record Your Impressions
[image: sharing icon]Invite Sharing
Sometimes a picture can prompt sharing. You could show a picture of an olive branch (or draw one on the board) and invite class members to share verses from Doctrine and Covenants 88 that help them understand why Joseph Smith might have called this revelation an “‘olive leaf’ … , the Lord’s message of peace to us” (section heading).
[image: teaching icon]Teach the Doctrine
Doctrine and Covenants 88:6–50
Light and law come from Jesus Christ.
	To help your class understand Doctrine and Covenants 88:6–50, you could write light and law on the board and divide the class into two groups. One group could review Doctrine and Covenants 88:6–13, 40–50, looking for things they learn about Jesus Christ from the references to light in these verses. The other group could search verses 13–26, 34–42, looking for what they learn about the importance of following His law. What do the truths about light and law in section 88 teach us about the Savior? How do they inspire us to become more like Him?


Doctrine and Covenants 88:62–76, 119–26
We can become clean through the Atonement of Jesus Christ.
	The Lord’s command to “sanctify yourselves” appears twice in section 88 (verses 68, 74). If you feel inspired to discuss what that means, you might start by exploring together definitions of the word sanctify or reviewing some of the passages listed under “Sanctification” in the Guide to the Scriptures (scriptures.ChurchofJesusChrist.org). You could also invite class members to read Doctrine and Covenants 88:62–76, 119–26 and discuss questions like these with a partner: How do we become sanctified? What promises from the Lord do we find in these verses? Why does the Lord want us to be clean? They may also find answers to these questions in President Dallin H. Oaks’s message “Cleansed by Repentance” (Ensign or Liahona, May 2019, 91–94; see also “Additional Resources”).


Doctrine and Covenants 88:77–78, 118–26
The Lord wants us to seek learning by study and by faith.
	The counsel the Lord gave to help establish the “school of the prophets” in Kirtland (verse 137) could help your class in your efforts to “teach one another the doctrine of the kingdom” (verse 77). Maybe you could explore verses 77–78 and 118–26 and discuss how to make your class a “house of learning” (verse 119). Class members could write some “class rules” or principles based on these verses that will guide your learning in class. You might also ask class members to share how they are trying to apply these principles as they “seek learning” (verse 118).
[image: children studying the scriptures]
									Our homes can be places of spiritual learning.

								

Doctrine and Covenants 88:119
The temple is the house of God.
	If possible, display a picture of the nearest temple on the board, and invite the class to write next to it words from verse 119 used to describe the house of the Lord. Invite them to share experiences that show how the temple matches each description. You could also discuss how this verse could guide our lives.


[image: additional resources icon]Additional Resources
Cleansed by repentance.
President Dallin H. Oaks taught:
“Repentance begins with our Savior, and it is a joy, not a burden. …
“To be cleansed by repentance, we must forsake our sins and confess them to the Lord and to His mortal judge where required (see Doctrine and Covenants 58:43). Alma taught that we must also ‘bring forth works of righteousness’ (Alma 5:35). All of this is part of the frequent scriptural invitation to come unto Christ.
“We need to partake of the sacrament each Sabbath day. In that ordinance we make covenants and receive blessings that help us overcome all acts and desires that block us from the perfection our Savior invites us to achieve (see Matthew 5:48; 3 Nephi 12:48). As we ‘deny [ourselves] of all ungodliness, and love God with all [our] might, mind and strength,’ then we may ‘be perfect in Christ’ and be ‘sanctified’ through the shedding of His blood, to ‘become holy, without spot’ (Moroni 10:32–33). What a promise! What a miracle! What a blessing!” (“Cleansed by Repentance,” Ensign or Liahona, May 2019, 92).
Improving Our Teaching
Find resources to support the principles. In addition to the suggestions in this outline, you could look for Church videos, music, or artwork to teach the principles in Doctrine and Covenants 88. (See Teaching in the Savior’s Way, 17–18.)

[image: Jesus Christ]April 19–25
Doctrine and Covenants 41–44
“My Law to Govern My Church”
You won’t be able to discuss as a class every principle taught in Doctrine and Covenants 41–44. Seek inspiration to help you select principles that will be most relevant to your class.
Record Your Impressions
[image: sharing icon]Invite Sharing
When the revelations in section 42 were published, Joseph Smith wrote that the Saints “received them gladly” (“Letter to Martin Harris,” Feb. 22, 1831, josephsmithpapers.org). Encourage class members to share anything from their personal or family study this week that they received gladly.
[image: teaching icon]Teach the Doctrine
Doctrine and Covenants 41–42
God’s laws govern His Church and can govern our lives.
	In Doctrine and Covenants 41, the Lord helped the Saints prepare to receive His law, which He would reveal just a few days later (see section 42). How might the revelation in section 41 have helped the Saints receive God’s law? To help class members answer this question, you could invite them to read Doctrine and Covenants 41:1–6 and find principles that can help us receive God’s law. How can we apply these principles when we have opportunities to receive instruction from the Lord?

	This week’s outline in Come, Follow Me—For Individuals and Families suggests dividing section 42 into five groups of verses, which each present an important gospel principle. These groupings might make it easier for you to discuss this section as a class. For example, you could write the references on the board and invite each class member to select one group. Ask class members to read their verses and find something that they feel is important for us in our day. Then they could share examples from their own lives that illustrate how we are blessed when we govern our lives by these laws.


Doctrine and Covenants 41:9–11
The Lord asks His servants to sacrifice.
	Edward Partridge, the first bishop of the restored Church, was commanded to leave his profession and “spend all his time” serving in his calling. Even though this isn’t required of us, what do we find in these verses that can apply to our service to God? (For more about Edward Partridge, see “A Bishop unto the Church,” Revelations in Context, 77–83.)


Doctrine and Covenants 42:61, 65–68; 43:1–7
Revelation brings peace, joy, and eternal life.
	Like the early Church leaders, members of your class may have questions that seem like “mysteries” because they require guidance from the Lord. You could encourage them to write down a question they have or a problem for which they need personal revelation. What do we find in Doctrine and Covenants 42:61, 65–68 that might help us as we seek revelation?

	To help members understand how God gives revelation to guide His Church, you could invite them to read Doctrine and Covenants 43:1–7. They could also watch the video “Prophets and Revelation—Hearing His Voice” (ChurchofJesusChrist.org).


Doctrine and Covenants 43:8–10
We meet together to “instruct and edify each other.”
	How might we use Doctrine and Covenants 43:8–10 to teach someone who feels it is unnecessary to come to Church meetings? The list in “Additional Resources” could help focus this discussion on the divine purposes of priesthood quorums and the Relief Society (the list also applies to Young Women classes). Class members could share how their participation in quorums, Relief Society, and Church classes has blessed them. What do verses 8–10 imply about what we should do to prepare for and participate in our meetings?
[image: youth Sunday School Class]
									Meeting at church is one way we “instruct and edify one another.”

								

[image: additional resources icon]Additional Resources
Why we are organized into quorums and Relief Societies.
Sister Julie B. Beck, former Relief Society General President, explained why God has organized us into priesthood quorums and Relief Societies:
	“To organize us under the priesthood and after the pattern of the priesthood.”

	“To focus Heavenly Father’s sons and daughters on the work of salvation and to engage them in it. Quorums and Relief Societies are an organized discipleship with the responsibility to assist in our Father’s work to bring about eternal life for His children.”

	“To help bishops wisely manage the Lord’s storehouse. The Lord’s storehouse includes the ‘time, talents, compassion, materials, and financial means’ of the members of the Church [Handbook 2: Administering the Church, 6.1.3, ChurchofJesusChrist.org]. The talents of the Saints are to be used to help care for the poor and the needy and to build the Lord’s kingdom.”

	“To provide a defense and a refuge for Heavenly Father’s children and their families in the latter days.”

	“To strengthen and support us in our family roles and responsibilities as sons and daughters of God.” (“Why We Are Organized into Quorums and Relief Societies” [Brigham Young University devotional, Jan. 17, 2012], speeches.byu.edu.)


Improving Our Teaching
Invite. “Rather than always extending invitations to do something specific, consider inviting learners to think of their own ways to apply what they have learned” (Teaching in the Savior’s Way, 35).

[image: art of Mary and infant Jesus]Nativity in Copper and Umber, by J. Kirk Richards

December 20–26
Christmas
The Matchless Gift of God’s Divine Son
Remember that class members’ most important and effective gospel learning takes place in their homes. As you prepare to teach, consider how your Sunday School class can reinforce their personal and family study.
Record Your Impressions
[image: sharing icon]Invite Sharing
How has studying “The Living Christ” (ChurchofJesusChrist.org) this week blessed members of your class? You might share these words from President Jean B. Bingham, Relief Society General President, and then invite class members to talk about any similar experiences they’ve had: “As I have studied the life and teachings of Jesus Christ with more focus and committed ‘The Living Christ’ to memory, my gratitude and love for our Savior have increased. Each sentence of that inspired document contains a sermon and has enhanced my understanding of His divine roles and earthly mission. What I have learned and felt through this period of study and reflection confirms that Jesus truly ‘is the light, the life, and the hope of the world’” (“That Your Joy Might Be Full,” Ensign or Liahona, Nov. 2017, 85).
[image: teaching icon]Teach the Doctrine
“None other has had so profound an influence.”
	Class members could read the first paragraph of “The Living Christ” and share their thoughts about why Jesus Christ’s influence has been more profound than any other person’s. What other statements in “The Living Christ” support this claim? Invite class members to share how He has influenced them personally. The video “Why We Need a Savior” (ChurchofJesusChrist.org) can supplement your discussion.

	Have class members ever had to explain to someone of another culture why they celebrate Christmas? Perhaps they could share their experiences. Or you could invite class members to imagine they were asked this question by someone who is unfamiliar with Christianity. How might we respond to this question? Encourage class members to review “The Living Christ” with this question in mind, and invite a few to share their thoughts. As a class, you could also read Luke 2:10–14 or sing a hymn that expresses the joy of Christmas (such as “Joy to the World,” Hymns, no. 201) and talk about why the birth of Christ brings “great joy.” What can we do to “receive [our] King”?
[image: Jesus Christ]
									Light of the World, by Howard Lyon

								

“God be thanked for [His] matchless gift.”
	In “The Living Christ,” the Apostles refer to the Savior as a “gift” from our Heavenly Father. To help class members learn more about this gift, you could write on the board Through Jesus Christ, God gives us the gift of … and invite class members to suggest ways to complete this sentence, based on what they read in “The Living Christ” and the statement by President Russell M. Nelson in “Additional Resources.” How do we receive these gifts? You could invite class members to choose one of these gifts and work to receive that gift more fully.


[image: additional resources icon]Additional Resources
Gifts the Savior offers.
Speaking at Christmastime, President Russell M. Nelson listed four gifts that the Savior gives to all who are willing to receive them:
“First, He gave you and me an unlimited capacity to love. That includes the capacity to love the unlovable and those who not only do not love you but presently persecute and despitefully use you.
“With the Savior’s help, we can learn to love as He loved. …
“A second gift the Savior offers you is the ability to forgive. Through His infinite Atonement, you can forgive those who have hurt you and who may never accept responsibility for their cruelty to you. …
“A third gift from the Savior is that of repentance. This gift is not always well understood. … Repentance is a resplendent gift. It is a process never to be feared. It is a gift for us to receive with joy and to use—even embrace—day after day as we seek to become more like our Savior. …
“A fourth gift from our Savior is actually a promise—a promise of life everlasting. … Eternal life is the kind and quality of life that Heavenly Father and His Beloved Son live. When the Father offers us everlasting life, He is saying in essence, ‘If you choose to follow my Son—if your desire is really to become more like Him—then in time you may live as we live and preside over worlds and kingdoms as we do.’
“These four unique gifts will bring us more and more joy as we accept them. They were made possible because Jehovah condescended to come to earth as the baby Jesus” (“Four Gifts That Jesus Christ Offers to You” [First Presidency Christmas devotional, Dec. 2, 2018], broadcasts.ChurchofJesusChrist.org).
Improving Our Teaching
Prepare yourself spiritually. “Powerful gospel teaching means not just preparing a lesson but preparing ourselves. … Effective gospel teachers—before they think about filling class time—focus on filling their hearts with the Holy Ghost” (Teaching in the Savior’s Way, 12).

[image: early Church missionaries]April 5–11
Doctrine and Covenants 30–36
“You Are Called to Preach My Gospel”
As you read Doctrine and Covenants 30–36, what messages feel relevant to those you teach? What will help inspire them to share the gospel with others?
Record Your Impressions
[image: sharing icon]Invite Sharing
Perhaps class members could share something they read in Doctrine and Covenants 30–36 that inspires them to share the gospel.
[image: teaching icon]Teach the Doctrine
Doctrine and Covenants 30–36
We are called to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ.
	This week’s outline in Come, Follow Me—For Individuals and Families suggests searching Doctrine and Covenants 30–36 for what the Lord asks of His missionaries and what He promises them. Class members could share what they found. (See, for example, Doctrine and Covenants 30:8; 31:3–5; 32:1, 5; 35:24.) Perhaps you could invite them to write a letter to someone currently serving or preparing to serve a mission and include some of the Lord’s instructions and promises.

	Do you teach youth who are preparing to serve as missionaries? If so, you could invite each class member to search one section from Doctrine and Covenants 30–36 and find something that inspires them to serve. You could point out that the missionaries mentioned in these sections were new and inexperienced in the Church. What qualified them to share the gospel? You might also want to show one of the videos listed in “Additional Resources.” What do these videos suggest about why we should serve as missionaries and how we can prepare?

	Not everyone has the opportunity to serve a full-time mission, but we can all invite others to come unto Christ and listen to the message of the Restoration. Class members could make a list of different ways they can “open [their] mouths” (Doctrine and Covenants 33:8–10). What are some natural opportunities we have to share our beliefs with others? What counsel in Doctrine and Covenants 30–36 applies to sharing the gospel in these ways? Consider asking a few class members who have had positive experiences sharing the gospel to share their ideas and answer questions the class may have.

	The Lord promised Ezra Thayer and Northrop Sweet that if they opened their mouths to share the gospel, they would “become even as Nephi of old” (Doctrine and Covenants 33:8). What characteristics did Nephi have that can relate to sharing the gospel? (see, for example, 1 Nephi 3:7; 4:6; 10:17; 17:15; 2 Nephi 1:27–28). How can these characteristics help us in our efforts to share the gospel?
[image: missionaries teaching]
									The Lord asks us to preach the gospel in our day as in the early Church.

								

Doctrine and Covenants 32–33; 35
The Lord prepares us for the work He wants us to do.
	How has the Lord helped us do His work? A discussion about the lives of the people described in Doctrine and Covenants 32–33, 35 may be a good starting place for pondering these experiences. For instance, you could share with the class Ezra Thayer’s account of his vision in “Additional Resources” and then invite class members to read Doctrine and Covenants 33:1–13, which is part of a revelation to Ezra Thayer. How was the Lord preparing Ezra for the work the Lord wanted him to do? (see Doctrine and Covenants 33:2). You could also ask a class member to share some background information about the relationship between Parley P. Pratt and Sidney Rigdon (see “Voices of the Restoration: Early Converts” in Come, Follow Me—For Individuals and Families). How did this relationship bless the Church? What evidence do we see that the Lord’s hand was in the lives of these men? Perhaps class members could share experiences that helped them see that the Lord was aware of them in a similar way.


[image: additional resources icon]Additional Resources
Videos about missionary work (on ChurchofJesusChrist.org).
“Value of a Full-Time Mission”
“Sharing the Gospel”
“Your Day for a Mission”
“Elder and Sister Bednar—Missionary Working Life”
“A Priesthood Duty”
Ezra Thayer’s vision.
Ezra Thayer wrote that sometime before he was baptized, he had a vision in which “a man came and brought me a roll of paper and presented it to me, and also a trumpet and told me to [play] it. I told him that I never [played] any in my life. He said you can [play] it, try it. … It made the most beautiful sound that I ever heard” (“Revelation, October 1830–B, Revelation Book 1,” historical introduction, josephsmithpapers.org). When Joseph Smith later received a revelation for Ezra Thayer and Northrop Sweet, now recorded as Doctrine and Covenants 33, Ezra interpreted the revelation as the roll of paper in his vision.
Improving Our Teaching
Encourage a respectful environment. “Help your class members understand that each of them affects the spirit of the class. Encourage them to help you establish an open, loving, and respectful environment so that everyone feels safe sharing their experiences, questions, and testimonies” (Teaching in the Savior’s Way, 15).

[image: quilt showing hands of many skin colors]To All Worthy Male Members, by Emma Allebes

December 6–12
The Articles of Faith and Official Declarations 1 and 2
“We Believe”
Prayerfully read the Articles of Faith and Official Declarations 1 and 2, and seek the inspiration of the Holy Ghost as you plan a meaningful learning experience for class members on Sunday.
Record Your Impressions
[image: sharing icon]Invite Sharing
You could invite class members to complete the following statement: “I am glad I read the scriptures this week because …”
[image: teaching icon]Teach the Doctrine
The Articles of Faith
The Articles of Faith contain foundational truths of the restored gospel.
	Here’s a way to help class members share what they found especially meaningful in the Articles of Faith: You could write the numbers 1 through 13 on the board and ask class members to write next to the numbers something they learned from the corresponding article of faith. What difference do these truths make in our relationship with our Heavenly Parents and Jesus Christ? Perhaps class members can share how the Articles of Faith have enhanced their gospel study or helped them share the gospel with others.


Articles of Faith 1:9; Official Declarations 1 and 2
The Church of Jesus Christ is guided by revelation.
	Why is continuing revelation important to us? Invite class members to share their feelings about this question. Class members could also discuss how the principle of continuing revelation relates to Official Declarations 1 and 2. (This week’s outline in Come, Follow Me—For Individuals and Families suggests helpful resources related to these revelations.) What do we learn from Official Declarations 1 and 2 about the role of revelation in guiding the Church? (see also Articles of Faith 1:9 and the statement by President Gordon B. Hinckley in “Additional Resources”). What other examples of continuing revelation can class members think of? How do these revelations influence our lives and help us build Heavenly Father’s kingdom?

	Consider inviting class members to review Official Declarations 1 and 2 and to share something from these revelations that might help someone who is struggling to accept a recent policy change, revelation, or Church doctrine. How have class members learned to trust in God when they are struggling with something in the Church? How did their study this week strengthen their faith that the Lord is leading His Church? The insights from President Dieter F. Uchtdorf in “Additional Resources” could also help.
[image: painting of Wilford Woodruff]
									Wilford Woodruff, by H. E. Peterson

								

[image: additional resources icon]Additional Resources
“The Spirit of God was there.”
President Gordon B. Hinckley was serving as a member of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles when the revelation described in Official Declaration 2 was received. Years later he described his experience:
“There was a hallowed and sanctified atmosphere in the room. For me, it felt as if a conduit opened between the heavenly throne and the kneeling, pleading prophet of God who was joined by his Brethren. The Spirit of God was there. And by the power of the Holy Ghost there came to that prophet an assurance that the thing for which he prayed was right, that the time had come, and that now the wondrous blessings of the priesthood should be extended to worthy men everywhere regardless of lineage.
“Every man in that circle, by the power of the Holy Ghost, knew the same thing.
“It was a quiet and sublime occasion. … No voice audible to our physical ears was heard. But the voice of the Spirit whispered with certainty into our minds and our very souls” (“Priesthood Restoration,” Ensign, Oct. 1988, 70).
“It’s natural to have questions.”
President Dieter F. Uchtdorf said the following to those who have doubts about Church history or doctrine:
“It’s natural to have questions—the acorn of honest inquiry has often sprouted and matured into a great oak of understanding. There are few members of the Church who, at one time or another, have not wrestled with serious or sensitive questions. One of the purposes of the Church is to nurture and cultivate the seed of faith—even in the sometimes sandy soil of doubt and uncertainty. Faith is to hope for things which are not seen but which are true.
“Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters—my dear friends—please, first doubt your doubts before you doubt your faith. We must never allow doubt to hold us prisoner and keep us from the divine love, peace, and gifts that come through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ” (“Come, Join with Us,” Ensign or Liahona, Nov. 2013, 23; see also Lawrence E. Corbridge, “Stand Forever” [Brigham Young University devotional, Jan. 22, 2019], speeches.byu.edu).
Improving Our Teaching
It’s OK to say, “I don’t know.” While you should try your best to help class members answer their questions about the gospel, the Lord doesn’t expect you to know everything. When you don’t know how to answer something, admit it. Then point your learners to revealed doctrine, and bear sincere testimony of what you do know. (See Teaching in the Savior’s Way, 24.)

[image: galaxy in space]Refuge, by Shaelynn Abel

July 5–11
Doctrine and Covenants 76
“Great Shall Be Their Reward and Eternal Shall Be Their Glory”
Like many visions recorded in the scriptures, the vision in section 76 came when Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon “meditated upon” the scriptures (verse 19). You too can receive revelation—including guidance about how to teach—as you ponder Doctrine and Covenants 76.
Record Your Impressions
[image: sharing icon]Invite Sharing
To help class members talk about what they read in Doctrine and Covenants 76, you could invite them to imagine that a friend of another faith asks what we believe about life after death. What verses from section 76 would they share with their friend? Class members could also share something from “Voices of the Restoration: Testimonies of ‘the Vision’” that impressed them.
[image: teaching icon]Teach the Doctrine
Doctrine and Covenants 76
Salvation comes through Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
	Many people, when they think of section 76, think about the plan of salvation and the three kingdoms of glory. How can you help class members see that the central figure in this revelation is the Savior Jesus Christ? You could ask class members to share a verse they found in section 76 that strengthened their faith in Jesus Christ. If they need help, you could point them to verses such as 1–5, 20–24, 39–43, 69, 107–8.

	To help class members explore the differences between those who inherit the three kingdoms of glory, write on the board Celestial, verses 50–70, 92–96; Terrestrial, verses 71–79, 97; and Telestial, verses 81–90, 98–106, 109–12. Class members could select one of the three sets of verses and find phrases that describe the relationship between Jesus Christ and the people who inherit the corresponding kingdom. What do these phrases teach us about being disciples of Jesus Christ? How can we strengthen our relationship with Him and with the Father? How do They reach out to us? What does it mean to be “valiant in the testimony of Jesus”? (verse 79).
[image: room in nineteenth-century home]
									Joseph Smith saw the vision of the degrees of glory in this room.

								

Doctrine and Covenants 76:5–10, 113–18
God’s mysteries can only be “understood by the power of the Holy Spirit.”
	It might be interesting for members of your class to know that not all members of the Church easily accepted the revelation in section 76. For example, Brigham Young said: “My traditions were such, that when the Vision came first to me, it was directly contrary and opposed to my former education. I said, Wait a little. I did not reject it; but I could not understand it.” He explained that he had to “think and pray, to read and think, until I knew and fully understood it for myself” (in “The Vision,” Revelations in Context, 150). What do we learn from his experience that can help us when God reveals things that are different from our current understanding? What does Doctrine and Covenants 76:5–10, 113–18, teach us about how we can receive “the secrets of [God’s] will”? (verse 10).


Doctrine and Covenants 76:50–70, 92–95
God wants all of His children to enjoy celestial glory with Him.
	To some, it can be discouraging or overwhelming to think of everything that is required of us to qualify for the celestial kingdom. Consider how you can help class members find hope “through Jesus the mediator” (verse 69). For example, you could invite them to read verses 50–70 and 92–95. Invite them to share how they might respond to someone who says, “Living the gospel in today’s world is so hard; I’m not sure it’s worth it” or “I’m just not good enough for the celestial kingdom.” What could we say to inspire or encourage this person?


Improving Our Teaching
Focus on the Savior and His doctrine. “Continually ask yourself, ‘How will what I am teaching help my class members build faith in Christ, repent, make and keep covenants with God, and receive the Holy Ghost?’” (Teaching in the Savior’s Way, 20).

[image: people in the spirit world]Joseph sees his father, mother, and brother in the celestial kingdom (Joseph Smith’s Vision of the Celestial Kingdom, by Robert T. Barrett).

November 29–December 5
Doctrine and Covenants 137–138
“The Vision of the Redemption of the Dead”
President Dallin H. Oaks taught: “We can all wonder privately about circumstances in the spirit world. … But let us not teach or use as official doctrine what does not meet the standards of official doctrine” (“Trust in the Lord,” Ensign or Liahona, Nov. 2019, 28). Ensure that your discussion is founded on the scriptures and words of the prophets.
Record Your Impressions
[image: sharing icon]Invite Sharing
There are many inspiring doctrinal truths found in Doctrine and Covenants 137–38. Invite class members to list some of them. Then you could spend a few minutes reviewing their lists as a class and talking about why these truths are important to them. Did anyone learn something from these sections that they had not previously understood?
[image: teaching icon]Teach the Doctrine
Doctrine and Covenants 137; 138:32–37
Every soul will have the opportunity to choose celestial glory.
	Many of us know people who did not have the chance to accept the gospel in this life—including those who die as children. Invite class members to share a truth they find in section 137 that helps them understand God’s plan for these individuals. What truths do we find in Doctrine and Covenants 138:32–37 that add to our understanding of God’s plan? Class members could share how these truths make them feel about Heavenly Father, His plan of salvation, and the Atonement of Jesus Christ. The statement in “Additional Resources” may be helpful to your discussion.


Doctrine and Covenants 138:1–11, 25–30
Reading and pondering the scriptures prepares us to receive revelation.
	The experience Joseph F. Smith described in Doctrine and Covenants 138:1–11, 25–30 helps us understand how we can prepare ourselves to receive revelation. Perhaps class members could work together to identify what they learn about revelation from these verses. You might ask class members to share how reading and pondering the scriptures has prepared them to receive revelation (see also Joseph Smith—History 1:11–12).

	President M. Russell Ballard’s message “The Vision of the Redemption of the Dead” (Ensign or Liahona, Nov. 2018, 71–74) describes Joseph F. Smith’s “lifetime of preparation to receive this remarkable revelation [Doctrine and Covenants 138].” If members of your class read President Ballard’s message this week, encourage them to share something that impressed them. Or you could read portions of the message as a class. What impresses us about President Smith’s life and his character? What can we learn from his example?
[image: painting of Joseph F. Smith]
									Joseph F. Smith, by Albert E. Salzbrenner

								

Doctrine and Covenants 138:12–60
The work of salvation continues after death.
	To help class members discover truths in Doctrine and Covenants 138:12–60, you could provide them with several questions about the spirit world that are answered in these verses. For example: What did the Savior do while He was in the spirit world? Who are the Lord’s messengers, and what is their message? Class members could select one or more of these questions and work in small groups to search for answers. Then they could share with each other the truths they found. What difference do these truths make in our lives?

	What would we say to somebody who asks, “What happens when we die?” What would we share from Doctrine and Covenants 138:12–60 that could help answer this question? (see also Alma 40:11–15).


[image: additional resources icon]Additional Resources
God’s plan provides a way for all of His children to accept the gospel.
President Henry B. Eyring taught:
“Only a very small minority of God’s children obtain during this life a complete understanding of God’s plan, along with access to the priesthood ordinances and covenants that make the Savior’s atoning power fully operative in our lives. …
“Some may consider this unfair. They may even take it as evidence that there is no plan, no specific requirements for salvation—feeling that a just, loving God would not create a plan that is available to such a small proportion of His children. Others might conclude that God must have determined in advance which of His children He would save and made the gospel available to them, while those who never heard the gospel simply were not ‘chosen.’
“But you and I know, because of the truths restored through the Prophet Joseph Smith, that God’s plan is much more loving and just than that. Our Heavenly Father is anxious to gather and bless all of His family. While He knows that not all of them will choose to be gathered, His plan gives each of His children the opportunity to accept or reject His invitation” (“Gathering the Family of God,” Ensign or Liahona, May 2017, 20–21).
Improving Our Teaching
Use the words of prophets. “The scriptures and words of latter-day prophets and apostles are the source of the truths we teach. At every opportunity, inspire those you teach to turn to the word of God for guidance” (Teaching in the Savior’s Way, 21).

[image: Joseph Smith receiving the Melchizedek Priesthood]Restoration, by Liz Lemon Swindle

July 26–August 1
Doctrine and Covenants 84
“The Power of Godliness”
What will you do to invite class members to share what they learned as they studied Doctrine and Covenants 84?
Record Your Impressions
[image: sharing icon]Invite Sharing
Invite class members to share with another class member a truth they found in section 84 that inspired them or helped them better understand the priesthood of God. Then invite a few to share with the class.
[image: teaching icon]Teach the Doctrine
Doctrine and Covenants 84:1–5, 17–28, 31–42
We all have access to God’s priesthood power and blessings.
	The Lord begins this “revelation on priesthood” (Doctrine and Covenants 84, section heading) by teaching that a temple will be built in Zion (see verses 1–5). How can you help class members understand the relationship between the sacred purposes of temples and the priesthood? You could begin by writing a question on the board such as What are the purposes of the priesthood? and then inviting class members to look for answers in Doctrine and Covenants 84:17–28, 31–42. How do temples and temple ordinances help fulfill these purposes?

	To help class members understand the power the priesthood can have in their lives, you could invite them to read Doctrine and Covenants 84:17–28 and consider how their lives would be different without the priesthood of God. Encourage them to share why they are grateful for the priesthood, along with experiences they’ve had with priesthood power—in their families, callings, or personal lives. How do we gain access to the power of the priesthood?

	The oath and covenant of the priesthood (see Doctrine and Covenants 84:31–42) has special application for those who are ordained to a priesthood office. But many of the promised blessings in these verses are available to all. To help class members see how these promises apply to them, you could invite them to read verses 33–42 and talk about ways we can “receive” the priesthood (verse 35), the Lord’s servants, and the Lord. They could also read the statements in “Additional Resources” to find out what we need to do to receive the blessings of the priesthood. You might help class members think about what could be included in “all that [the] Father hath” (verse 38), such as His attributes and the kind of life that He enjoys. What else impresses us about these verses and statements?
[image: woman taking the sacrament]
									Priesthood ordinances bless all of God’s children.

								

Doctrine and Covenants 84:61–88
The Lord will sustain those who serve Him.
	While these verses are directed to those who “shall go and preach this gospel of the kingdom” (verse 80), many of the principles they contain can apply to anyone who is serving God. You could give each class member a portion of Doctrine and Covenants 84:61–88 to read and ask them to share with another class member what they learned that could apply to anyone who serves the Lord. Class members could pick a favorite verse or group of verses to memorize or display where they will see it every day. What promises are they most excited about? What would we share from these verses to inspire current full-time missionaries or those who are preparing to serve?


[image: additional resources icon]Additional Resources
All can receive all that the Father has.
President M. Russell Ballard taught: “All who have made sacred covenants with the Lord and who honor those covenants are eligible to receive personal revelation, to be blessed by the ministering of angels, to commune with God, to receive the fulness of the gospel, and, ultimately, to become heirs alongside Jesus Christ of all our Father has” (“Men and Women and Priesthood Power,” Ensign, Sept. 2014, 32).
The first Relief Society presidency of the Salt Lake Stake wrote in 1878: “We feel truly thankful that through the blessing of our Heavenly Father, we, His handmaidens are called to be co-laborers with our brethren in building up the kingdom of God upon the earth, in assisting to build Temples, wherein we can receive blessings for time and eternity. In all the ordinances received in the House of the Lord, woman stands beside the man, both for the living and the dead, showing that the man is not without the woman nor the woman without the man in the Lord” (Mary Isabella Horne, Elmina S. Taylor, and Serepta M. Heywood, “To the Presidents and Members of the Relief Society of Salt Lake Stake of Zion, Greeting!” Woman’s Exponent, Jan. 15, 1878, 123).
Improving Our Teaching
Center your teaching on doctrine. Make sure your class discussions focus on the foundational doctrine in the scriptures. You can do this by asking class members to read scriptures and then share the truths they found, as well as their experiences living those truths. (See Teaching in the Savior’s Way, 20–21.)

[image: Joseph Smith and the Three Witnesses kneeling in prayer]February 15–21
Doctrine and Covenants 14–17
“Stand as a Witness”
Think about the doctrine and events described in Doctrine and Covenants 14–17. How will you inspire the people you teach to “stand as a witness of [these] things”? (Doctrine and Covenants 14:8).
Record Your Impressions
[image: sharing icon]Invite Sharing
What did members of your class find meaningful in their personal or family scripture study? Perhaps you could invite the class to share one insight about participating in the Lord’s work from each section in Doctrine and Covenants 14–17.
[image: teaching icon]Teach the Doctrine
Doctrine and Covenants 14–16
The Lord invites us to participate in His work.
	What do class members know about the Whitmer family? (see Saints, 1:68–69). It may be helpful for them to list on the board some facts about the Whitmers. How do these facts help us better understand the Lord’s counsel to the Whitmers in sections 14–16? For example, why might the Lord have compared His work to harvesting a field?

	To allow class members to share their thoughts about participating in the Lord’s work, you could write the following references on the board: Doctrine and Covenants 14:1; 14:2–4; 14:5, 8; 14:6–7; 14:9–11; 15:6. Class members could read one of these scripture passages in pairs and discuss what they learn about the work of the Lord. A few of the pairs could share with the class what they discussed.

	Invite class members to share their experiences helping others come closer to the Savior, including as full-time or service missionaries and through ministering. How have they seen the Lord’s words in Doctrine and Covenants 15:6 and 16:6 fulfilled in their lives? What do we learn from these sections that can help us prepare to share the gospel?
[image: field workers harvesting wheat]
									Illustration of wheat field workers by Greg Newbold

								

Doctrine and Covenants 17
We can remain true to what we know, even if others reject us.
	Why did the Lord provide witnesses of the Book of Mormon? Class members could share ideas that occurred to them as they read Doctrine and Covenants 17. Additional ideas may be found in the scriptures referred to in the heading to section 17 or in “The Testimony of Three Witnesses,” found at the beginning of the Book of Mormon. How has the testimony of the Three Witnesses influenced our testimonies of the Book of Mormon?

	Even if we have not seen angels or handled the gold plates, we can still bear witness of the Book of Mormon. What do class members find in section 17 (including the section heading) that they feel applies to them? If someone asked why we believe the Book of Mormon is true, what would we say? Perhaps class members could write a brief response, and you could invite a few to share what they wrote. The quote by President Ezra Taft Benson in “Additional Resources” could inspire members to bear their witness of the Book of Mormon to others.

	It could be inspiring to have a class member share the experiences of other witnesses of the gold plates (see “The Testimony of Eight Witnesses” in the Book of Mormon and Mary Whitmer’s experience in Saints, 1:70–71). What do we learn from the experiences of these witnesses?

	You might share selections from the video “A Day for the Eternities” (ChurchofJesusChrist.org) as part of your discussion about the Book of Mormon witnesses (the portion about the Three Witnesses begins at about 15:00).


[image: additional resources icon]Additional Resources
Sharing our witness of the Book of Mormon.
President Ezra Taft Benson gave the following invitation to Church members in 1988:
“The Book of Mormon is the instrument that God designed to ‘sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out [His] elect.’ (Moses 7:62.) This sacred volume of scripture needs to become more central in our preaching, our teaching, and our missionary work.
“… In this age of the electronic media and the mass distribution of the printed word, God will hold us accountable if we do not now move the Book of Mormon in a monumental way.
“We have the Book of Mormon, we have the members, we have the missionaries, we have the resources, and the world has the need. The time is now!
“My beloved brothers and sisters, we hardly fathom the power of the Book of Mormon, nor the divine role it must play, nor the extent to which it must be moved” (Teachings of Presidents of the Church: Ezra Taft Benson [2014], 143–44).
Improving Our Teaching
Ask questions that invite testimony. An inspired question can be a powerful way to invite the Spirit. For example, when teaching Doctrine and Covenants 14:9, you could ask a question like “How have you come to know that Jesus Christ is ‘a light which cannot be hid in darkness’?” (See Teaching in the Savior’s Way, 32.)

[image: Stephen sees God and Jesus Christ]I See the Son of Man Standing on the Right Hand of God, by Walter Rane

August 23–29
Doctrine and Covenants 93
“Receive of His Fulness”
The people you teach are precious spirit sons and daughters of Heavenly Parents and have divine potential. After studying Doctrine and Covenants 93, what do you feel inspired to do to help them grow in “light and truth”? (verse 36).
Record Your Impressions
[image: sharing icon]Invite Sharing
Write on the board In Doctrine and Covenants 93, Jesus Christ invited us to … Invite class members to suggest ways they would complete the sentence.
[image: teaching icon]Teach the Doctrine
Doctrine and Covenants 93
We worship God the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ.
	In their study of Doctrine and Covenants 93, class members may have found many truths about Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ. Invite class members to share what they found. You could also divide the class into groups and give each group several verses to study together. Each group could then share with the class what they learned about “how to worship, and … what [we] worship” (verse 19).


Doctrine and Covenants 93:1–39
We can “receive of [God’s] fulness, and be glorified.”
[image: glass window]
							We receive God’s light as we keep His commandments and learn from Him.

							Doctrine and Covenants 93 contains many truths about our eternal nature and potential as children of God. Some class members may have discovered these truths during their study of section 93 at home (see this week’s outline in Come, Follow Me—For Individuals and Families). Those who did could share what they found, and you could discover other truths as a class. How could these truths affect the way we treat people around us—or ourselves?

	Here’s another way to learn about our eternal nature and potential: class members could read together verse 24 and write on the board the three headings As we are, As we were, and As we are to come. You could then divide the class into three groups and ask each group to search Doctrine and Covenants 93:6–39, looking for truths about our present, past, or future eternal identity. Each group could write under the headings what they found. How do these truths influence the choices we make?


Doctrine and Covenants 93:40–50
We are commanded to “set in order [our] own house.”
	The command to “set in order your own house” (verse 43) isn’t about organizing cupboards and closets but about teaching—and learning—“light and truth” (verse 42). Perhaps class members could share how they are trying to follow this counsel. What are some challenges they face? What truths or principles in Doctrine and Covenants 93 can help?

	As part of your discussion of these verses, class members could read parts of President Henry B. Eyring’s message “A Home Where the Spirit of the Lord Dwells” (Ensign or Liahona, May 2019, 22–25) and share any insights related to the truths in Doctrine and Covenants 93:40–50. (See also the statement in “Additional Resources.”)


[image: additional resources icon]Additional Resources
“See that they are more diligent and concerned at home.”
Elder David A. Bednar taught:
“In my office is a beautiful painting of a wheat field. The painting is a vast collection of individual brushstrokes—none of which in isolation is very interesting or impressive. In fact, if you stand close to the canvas, all you can see is a mass of seemingly unrelated and unattractive streaks of yellow and gold and brown paint. However, as you gradually move away from the canvas, all of the individual brushstrokes combine together and produce a magnificent landscape of a wheat field. Many ordinary, individual brushstrokes work together to create a captivating and beautiful painting.
“Each family prayer, each episode of family scripture study, and each family home evening is a brushstroke on the canvas of our souls. No one event may appear to be very impressive or memorable. But just as the yellow and gold and brown strokes of paint complement each other and produce an impressive masterpiece, so our consistency in doing seemingly small things can lead to significant spiritual results. ‘Wherefore, be not weary in well-doing, for ye are laying the foundation of a great work. And out of small things proceedeth that which is great’ (D&C 64:33). Consistency is a key principle as we lay the foundation of a great work in our individual lives and as we become more diligent and concerned in our own homes” (“More Diligent and Concerned at Home,” Ensign or Liahona, Nov. 2009, 19–20).
Improving Our Teaching
Express love. “Depending on your circumstances, expressing love to those you teach may mean giving them sincere compliments, taking an interest in their lives, listening carefully to them, involving them in the lesson, performing acts of service for them, or simply greeting them warmly when you see them” (Teaching in the Savior’s Way, 6).

[image: Emma Smith]March 8–14
Doctrine and Covenants 23–26
“Strengthen the Church”
Before reading this outline, read Doctrine and Covenants 23–26 and ponder the principles you feel will strengthen the members of your class. Then consider what resources will help you teach, including those suggested in this outline.
Record Your Impressions
[image: sharing icon]Invite Sharing
What blessings have we experienced as we “let [our] time be devoted to the studying of the scriptures”? (Doctrine and Covenants 26:1). How have we felt the Spirit in our homes? Perhaps class members could share how they have overcome obstacles or distractions to devote time to personal and family scripture study.
[image: teaching icon]Teach the Doctrine
Doctrine and Covenants 23–26
We can all strengthen the Church.
	You may want to explore with class members what it means to “exhort the church” (Doctrine and Covenants 25:7). Maybe someone could share dictionary definitions of exhort or examples of exhortation they have seen. What opportunities do we have to exhort one another? How does this strengthen the Church? What else do we learn in Doctrine and Covenants 23–26 that can help us strengthen the Church? You might also discuss how these principles apply to strengthening our homes. To apply these principles to our ministering efforts, you could review parts of Sister Bonnie H. Cordon’s message “Becoming a Shepherd” (Ensign or Liahona, Nov. 2018, 74–76).


Doctrine and Covenants 24
The Savior can lift us “up out of [our] afflictions.”
	The revelation in Doctrine and Covenants 24 was given to “strengthen, encourage, and instruct” Joseph and Oliver during a time of trial (Doctrine and Covenants 24, section heading; see also Saints, 1:94–96). You might invite the class to search this section for evidence that the Lord was aware of Joseph and his situation. How did the Lord address Joseph’s needs? How does He do the same for us today? Consider asking class members to share experiences when they felt that the Lord was aware of their personal circumstances and lifted them during their afflictions.
[image: Jesus Christ healing people]
									He Healed Many of Diverse Diseases, by J. Kirk Richards

								

Doctrine and Covenants 25
Emma Smith is “an elect lady.”
	To help class members find personal relevance in the Lord’s revelation to Emma Smith, consider this activity: Ask half of the class to search section 25 for things the Lord asked Emma to do, and ask the other half to search for things He promised He would do. Invite them to list what they find and share it with each other. A few class members could share principles that are especially meaningful to them.

	What words and phrases in section 25 support the Lord’s declaration to Emma Smith, “Thou art an elect lady”? (verse 3). Class members could also discuss how Emma lived the principles in this revelation. Helpful resources include the video “An Elect Lady” (ChurchofJesusChrist.org), “Thou Art an Elect Lady” (Revelations in Context, 33–39), and “Voices of the Restoration” in this week’s outline in Come, Follow Me—For Individuals and Families.

	According to Doctrine and Covenants 25:11–12, how does the Lord feel about sacred music? Perhaps the class could discuss ways to use hymns to invite the Spirit into their homes.


Doctrine and Covenants 25:5, 14
We should seek to have a “spirit of meekness.”
	The Lord counseled Emma to “continue in the spirit of meekness” (Doctrine and Covenants 25:14; see also verse 5). To explore what this might mean, you could write Meekness on the board and invite class members to write next to it what that word makes them think of. Then they could search section 25 for words and phrases that they feel are related to meekness and then share what they find. Consider sharing the statement by Elder David A. Bednar in “Additional Resources.” Why is it important to be meek?


Doctrine and Covenants 25:10, 13
We should seek for the things of a better world.
	To help class members apply the Lord’s counsel to “lay aside the things of this world, and seek for the things of a better” (Doctrine and Covenants 25:10), you could ask them to list examples of “things of this world” and examples of “things of a better [world].” What advice can we share with each other to help us focus on eternal things? How does the counsel in verse 13 relate to this goal?


[image: additional resources icon]Additional Resources
Meekness is strength.
Elder David A. Bednar explained: “The Christlike quality of meekness often is misunderstood in our contemporary world. Meekness is strong, not weak; active, not passive; courageous, not timid; restrained, not excessive; modest, not self-aggrandizing; and gracious, not brash. A meek person is not easily provoked, pretentious, or overbearing and readily acknowledges the accomplishments of others” (“Meek and Lowly of Heart,” Ensign or Liahona, May 2018, 32).
Improving Our Teaching
Testify of promised blessings. When you invite class members to act on what they are learning, testify of the blessings God has promised (see Teaching in the Savior’s Way, 35).
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[image: Jesus standing before kneeling people]Every Knee Shall Bow, by J. Kirk Richards

March 22–28
Doctrine and Covenants 29
Jesus Christ Will Gather His People
The most important way to prepare to teach Doctrine and Covenants 29 is to study it prayerfully and seek the guidance of the Spirit. Consider other ways to invite the Spirit into your life, such as fasting, attending the temple, or serving others.
Record Your Impressions
[image: sharing icon]Invite Sharing
In Doctrine and Covenants 29:5, the Lord told the Saints, “Lift up your hearts and be glad.” You could invite class members to share something that they learned in their personal or family study that causes them to “lift up [their] hearts and be glad.”
[image: teaching icon]Teach the Doctrine
Doctrine and Covenants 29
Heavenly Father prepared a plan for our exaltation.
	One way to encourage learning at home is to build on activities found in the current week’s outline in Come, Follow Me—For Individuals and Families. For example, you could list on the board parts of the plan of salvation, such as premortal life, Creation, the Atonement of Jesus Christ, and so on. Class members could share what they learn from Doctrine and Covenants 29 about these parts of the plan. You might even have them share what they would teach from this section to someone who doesn’t know about God’s plan.


Doctrine and Covenants 29:1–8, 14–21
Jesus Christ will gather His people before His Second Coming.
	To help class members understand why Jesus Christ gathers His people, you could invite them to read verses 1–8 and discuss questions about the gathering, such as: How have we experienced Christ gathering and protecting us, like a hen gathers and protects her chickens? How do we gather to the Savior? (see, for example, verse 2). Class members could share how they have been blessed by gathering and worshipping with other members of the Church.
[image: hen and chicks]
									How Many Times, by Liz Lemon Swindle

								
	To help class members think about their responsibility to help Heavenly Father gather His children, you could share President Russell M. Nelson’s words in “Additional Resources.” Or you could show the video “A Witness of God” (ChurchofJesusChrist.org). What do we learn about the gathering from these messages? How do these messages reinforce what the Lord says in Doctrine and Covenants 29:1–8?

	Some of the latter-day events described in Doctrine and Covenants 29:14–21 may be distressing to class members. Let them share how they feel. Why does the Lord warn us about these events? What reassuring truths do we learn about the Savior and the gathering from verses 1–8? How does gathering help us look forward to these events with faith instead of fear? As part of your discussion, you could sing a hymn about gathering, such as “Israel, Israel, God Is Calling” (Hymns, no. 7), and discuss what the hymn teaches about the gathering of Israel.


Doctrine and Covenants 29:34–35
Every commandment of the Lord is spiritual.
	Even though some commandments may seem temporal, all commandments are spiritual to the Lord. To understand this truth, class members could read together verses 34–35 and list some commandments on the board, along with the spiritual principles and blessings related to each. They could share examples from their lives or from the scriptures that have helped them see the spiritual nature of God’s commandments. How does this activity affect the way we see commandments?


[image: additional resources icon]Additional Resources
Doctrine and Covenants 29
Participating in the gathering of Israel.
President Russell M. Nelson taught:
“These surely are the latter days, and the Lord is hastening His work to gather Israel. That gathering is the most important thing taking place on earth today. Nothing else compares in magnitude, nothing else compares in importance, nothing else compares in majesty. And if you choose to, if you want to, you can be a big part of it. You can be a big part of something big, something grand, something majestic!
“When we speak of the gathering, we are simply saying this fundamental truth: every one of our Heavenly Father’s children, on both sides of the veil, deserves to hear the message of the restored gospel of Jesus Christ. They decide for themselves if they want to know more. …
“Our Heavenly Father has reserved many of His most noble spirits—perhaps, I might say, His finest team—for this final phase. Those noble spirits—those finest players, those heroes—are you!” (“Hope of Israel” [worldwide devotional for youth, June 3, 2018], ChurchofJesusChrist.org).
Improving Our Teaching
Teach clearly and simply. Rather than trying to entertain your class, teach doctrine clearly and simply. You can trust that “the virtue of the word of God” will have a “more powerful effect upon the minds of the people than … anything else” (Alma 31:5).

[image: Saints running from mob]C. C. A. Christensen (1831–1912), Saints Driven from Jackson County Missouri, c. 1878, tempera on muslin, 77 ¼ × 113 inches. Brigham Young University Museum of Art, gift of the grandchildren of C. C. A. Christensen, 1970

September 6–12
Doctrine and Covenants 98–101
“Be Still and Know That I Am God”
What kinds of challenges or trials do members of your class experience? What words of counsel and comfort in Doctrine and Covenants 98–101 could help them?
Record Your Impressions
[image: sharing icon]Invite Sharing
You could invite class members to share something they learned from Doctrine and Covenants 98–101 that helped them with a trial or challenge they have been facing.
[image: teaching icon]Teach the Doctrine
Doctrine and Covenants 98:1–3, 11–16, 23–30, 37; 101:2–5, 9–16
Our trials can work together for our good.
	The persecution or opposition we face today may be different from what the Saints faced in Missouri in 1833, but the Lord’s counsel in Doctrine and Covenants 98 is still applicable. To help class members learn from this counsel, consider writing questions like the following on the board: In what ways does the Lord want His Saints to view opposition? How does the Lord want us to respond to persecution? Class members could work in small groups to find answers in Doctrine and Covenants 98:1–3, 11–16, 23–30 and then discuss what they learn. What truths do we find that can help us be better disciples of Jesus Christ? The statements in “Additional Resources” could add to this discussion.

	In times of persecution or trials, this message from sections 98 and 101 can help: the Lord will help us if we are willing to trust Him. To help class members find this message, you could write the following list of verses on the board and invite class members to choose a few to read: Doctrine and Covenants 98:1–3, 11–12, 37; 101:2–5, 9–16. Ask them to share what they find that encourages them to trust in the Lord. What do these verses teach about how to put our trust in the Lord? (See also Linda S. Reeves, “Claim the Blessings of Your Covenants,” Ensign or Liahona, Nov. 2013, 118–20.)


Doctrine and Covenants 101:1–8, 43–62
Following God’s counsel helps keep us safe.
	How can you help class members recognize the safety that comes as we “hearken unto the voice of the Lord”? (verse 7). Perhaps you can invite a few class members to act out the parable in Doctrine and Covenants 101:43–62 as another class member reads it aloud. You could then discuss questions like these: What might the different elements of the parable represent? What caused the servants to lose the vineyard? What lessons do we learn from the actions of the servants? What do we learn about the Lord from the actions of the nobleman? It may also be helpful to compare verses 1–8 with verses 47–51 and discuss how we can be “faithful and wise” in our efforts to build Zion in our individual lives, in our homes, and as a Church.
[image: Jesus Christ]
									Detail from Christ and the Rich Young Ruler, by Heinrich Hofmann

								

[image: additional resources icon]Additional Resources
Turning the other cheek takes Christian courage.
Elder Robert D. Hales taught:
“Some people mistakenly think responses such as silence, meekness, forgiveness, and bearing humble testimony are passive or weak. But to ‘love [our] enemies, bless them that curse [us], do good to them that hate [us], and pray for them which despitefully use [us], and persecute [us]’ (Matthew 5:44) takes faith, strength, and, most of all, Christian courage. …
“When we do not retaliate—when we turn the other cheek and resist feelings of anger—we too stand with the Savior. We show forth His love, which is the only power that can subdue the adversary and answer our accusers without accusing them in return. That is not weakness. That is Christian courage” (“Christian Courage: The Price of Discipleship,” Ensign or Liahona, Nov. 2008, 72).
To forgive is not to condone.
Elder Kevin R. Duncan said: “Brothers and sisters, please do not misunderstand. To forgive is not to condone. We do not rationalize bad behavior or allow others to mistreat us because of their struggles, pains, or weaknesses. But we can gain greater understanding and peace when we see with a broader perspective. … Forgiveness is a glorious, healing principle. We do not need to be a victim twice. We can forgive” (“The Healing Ointment of Forgiveness,” Ensign or Liahona, May 2016, 35).
Improving Our Teaching
Include those who are struggling. Sometimes struggling class members just need to be included in order to feel loved. Consider asking them to accept an assignment in an upcoming lesson, inviting them to class, or making sure they have a way to get to church. Don’t give up if they don’t respond to your efforts at first (see Teaching in the Savior’s Way, 8–9).

[image: Jesus sitting with apostles]You Are a Teacher in the Church of Jesus Christ
You have been called of God to love and teach His children in the Savior’s way. You were set apart to this calling by the authority of His holy priesthood. Even if you are not an experienced teacher, as you live worthily, pray daily, and study the scriptures, Heavenly Father will grant you the influence and power of the Holy Ghost to help you succeed (see 2 Nephi 33:1).
Those entrusted to your care are Heavenly Father’s children, and He knows what they need and how best to reach them. Through the Holy Ghost, God will guide you as you prepare and while you are teaching. He will reveal to you what you should say and what you should do (see 2 Nephi 32:5).
The essential purpose of gospel teaching and learning is to change lives. Your purpose as a teacher is to help those you teach do all they can to become more converted to the gospel of Jesus Christ—an effort that extends far beyond class time. Invite those you teach to actively participate in learning the principles and doctrine of Jesus Christ and to act on what they learn. Encourage them to make their individual and family study outside of class the primary source of their gospel learning. As they act in faith by studying as individuals and families, they will invite the Spirit into their lives, and it is the Spirit that brings about true conversion. Everything you do as a teacher should point to this sacred objective.
Teach only the doctrine of the restored gospel of Jesus Christ as found in the scriptures and the words of latter-day prophets. Pure doctrine—eternal, unchanging truth taught by God and His servants—invites the Spirit and has the power to change lives.
The calling to teach is a sacred trust, and it is normal to feel overwhelmed at times. But remember that your Heavenly Father called you, and He will never forsake you. This is the Lord’s work, and as you serve “with all your heart, might, mind and strength” (Doctrine and Covenants 4:2), He will enlarge your capacities, gifts, and talents, and your service will bless the lives of those you teach.

