
warrior, he “did not delight in bloodshed” (Alma 48:11). He
was “firm in the faith of Christ,” and his only reason for
fighting was to “defend his people, his rights, and his coun-
try, and his religion” (Alma 48:13). If Latter-day Saints must
go to war, they should go in a spirit of truth and righteous-
ness, with a desire to do good. They should go with love in
their hearts for all God’s children, including those on the
opposing side. Then, if they are required to shed another’s
blood, their action will not be counted as a sin. 

See also Civil Government and Law; Peace

Ward (See Church Administration)

Welfare

Each member of the Church has two basic welfare
responsibilities: to become self-reliant and to care for the
poor and the needy. 

Parents have a sacred responsibility to look after the
physical and spiritual welfare of their children. As children
grow older, they become more responsible for their own
welfare. Parents should teach them basic principles of wel-
fare, helping them prepare to be self-reliant and provide for
their own families in the future. Parents can also give chil-
dren opportunities to help care for the poor and the needy. 

If you are an adult member of the Church, all of the fol-
lowing counsel applies directly to you. If you are a young
man or woman, much of this counsel applies to you as well,
even if you still depend largely on your parents.

Becoming Self-Reliant

The responsibility for your social, emotional, spiritual,
physical, and economic well-being rests first on yourself, sec-
ond on your family, and third on the Church. Under the
inspiration of the Lord and through your own labors, you

Ward
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