
together, teaching one another, and encouraging one another.
You can become one with the President of the Church and
other Church leaders as you study their words and follow
their counsel. 

As the Church grows throughout the world, all Latter-
day Saints can be united. Our hearts can be “knit together in
unity and in love one towards another” (Mosiah 18:21). We
appreciate cultural diversity and individual differences, but
we also seek the “unity of the faith” that comes when we fol-
low inspired leaders and remember that we are all children of
the same Father (see Ephesians 4:3–6, 11–13).

See also Love; Marriage; Obedience; Service; Zion

Visiting Teaching (See Relief Society)

War

The Lord has said that in the last days there will be “wars
and rumors of wars, and the whole earth shall be in commo-
tion, and men’s hearts shall fail them” (D&C 45:26). 

As members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, we are a people of peace. We follow the Savior, who is
the Prince of Peace. We look forward to His millennial reign,
when wars will end and peace will be restored to the earth
(see Isaiah 2:4). However, we recognize that in this world,
government leaders sometimes send military troops to war
to defend their nations and ideals.

Latter-day Saints in the military do not need to feel torn
between their country and their God. In the Church, “we
believe in being subject to kings, presidents, rulers, and mag-
istrates, in obeying, honoring, and sustaining the law”
(Articles of Faith 1:12). Military service shows dedication to
this principle. 

If Latter-day Saints are called upon to go into battle, they
can look to the example of Captain Moroni, the great military
leader in the Book of Mormon. Although he was a mighty
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warrior, he “did not delight in bloodshed” (Alma 48:11). He
was “firm in the faith of Christ,” and his only reason for
fighting was to “defend his people, his rights, and his coun-
try, and his religion” (Alma 48:13). If Latter-day Saints must
go to war, they should go in a spirit of truth and righteous-
ness, with a desire to do good. They should go with love in
their hearts for all God’s children, including those on the
opposing side. Then, if they are required to shed another’s
blood, their action will not be counted as a sin. 

See also Civil Government and Law; Peace

Ward (See Church Administration)

Welfare

Each member of the Church has two basic welfare
responsibilities: to become self-reliant and to care for the
poor and the needy. 

Parents have a sacred responsibility to look after the
physical and spiritual welfare of their children. As children
grow older, they become more responsible for their own
welfare. Parents should teach them basic principles of wel-
fare, helping them prepare to be self-reliant and provide for
their own families in the future. Parents can also give chil-
dren opportunities to help care for the poor and the needy. 

If you are an adult member of the Church, all of the fol-
lowing counsel applies directly to you. If you are a young
man or woman, much of this counsel applies to you as well,
even if you still depend largely on your parents.

Becoming Self-Reliant

The responsibility for your social, emotional, spiritual,
physical, and economic well-being rests first on yourself, sec-
ond on your family, and third on the Church. Under the
inspiration of the Lord and through your own labors, you
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