
others, you will see that your testimony continues to develop.
As you pray and fast, study the scriptures, attend Church
meetings, and hear others share their testimonies, you will be
blessed with moments of inspiration that will bolster your
testimony. Such moments will come throughout your life as
you strive to live the gospel. 

Your testimony will increase as you share it. Do not wait for
your testimony to be fully developed before you share it. Part
of a testimony’s development comes when it is shared. In
fact, you will find that when you give what you have of your
testimony, it will be returned to you—with increase. 

Testimony Bearing

In fast and testimony meetings and in conversations you
have with family members and friends, you may feel
prompted to share your testimony. In such instances, remem-
ber that you do not need to share a long, impressive dis-
course. Your testimony will be most powerful when it is
expressed as a brief, heartfelt conviction about the Savior, 
His teachings, and the Restoration. Pray for guidance, and the
Spirit will help you know how to express the feelings in your
heart. You will find great joy as you help others share in the
hope and assurance the Lord has given you.

Additional references: John 7:17; 1 Corinthians 2:9–14; James 1:5–6;
Moroni 10:3–5; D&C 6:22–23; 62:3; 88:81

See also Atonement of Jesus Christ; Fasting and Fast Offerings; God the
Father; Holy Ghost; Prayer; Revelation; Spiritual Gifts 

Tithing

One of the blessings of membership in The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is the privilege of paying
tithing. By living the law of tithing, you participate in build-
ing up the kingdom of God on the earth. 
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Definition and Purpose of Tithing

To pay a full tithe, you give one-tenth of your income to
the Lord through His Church. You submit your tithing to a
member of your bishopric or branch presidency. 

Local leaders transmit tithing funds directly to the head-
quarters of the Church, where a council determines specific
ways to use the sacred funds. This council is comprised of the
First Presidency, the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, and the
Presiding Bishopric. Acting according to revelation, they
make decisions as they are directed by the Lord. (See D&C
120:1.)

Tithing funds are always used for the Lord’s purposes—
to build and maintain temples and meetinghouses, to sustain
missionary work, and to carry on the work of the Church
throughout the world. 

Blessings of Paying a Full Tithe

The law of tithing requires sacrifice, but your obedience
to the law brings blessings that are far greater than anything
you ever give up. The prophet Malachi taught: 

“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there
may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith,
saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be
room enough to receive it” (Malachi 3:10).

These blessings come to all who pay a full ten percent
of their income, even if that amount is very small. As you
obey this law, the Lord will bless you both spiritually and
temporally. 

Making the Commitment to Pay Tithing

If you have not yet established a pattern of consistent
tithe paying, you may have difficulty believing that you can
afford to give up one-tenth of your income. But faithful tithe
payers learn that they cannot afford not to pay tithing. In a
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very literal and wonderful way, the windows of heaven are
opened and blessings are poured out upon them.

Remember that paying tithing is not as much a matter of
money as it is a matter of faith. Trust in the Lord. He gave the
commandment for our benefit, and He made the accompany-
ing promise. Seek strength in the faith of Nephi, who said,
“Let us be faithful in keeping the commandments of the
Lord; for behold he is mightier than all the earth” (1 Nephi 4:1).

See also Fasting and Fast Offerings

Tobacco (See Word of Wisdom)

Unity

Just before the Savior carried out the Atonement, He
prayed for His disciples, whom He had sent into the world to
teach the gospel. He also prayed for those who would believe
in Him because of His disciples’ words. He pled for unity:
“That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in
thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may
believe that thou hast sent me” ( John 17:21). 

From this prayer we learn how the gospel unites us with
Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ and with each other. When
we live the gospel, receiving the saving ordinances and keep-
ing our covenants, our natures are changed. The Savior’s
Atonement sanctifies us, and we can live in unity, enjoying
peace in this life and preparing to dwell with the Father and
His Son forever.

The Lord has said, “If ye are not one ye are not mine”
(D&C 38:27). You can seek and promote this standard of
unity in your family and in the Church. If you are married,
you and your spouse can be unified in purpose and action.
You can allow your unique qualities to complement one
another as you face challenges together and grow in love and
understanding. You can also be unified with other family
members and with members of the Church by serving
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