
Satan

Satan, also called the adversary or the devil, is the enemy
of righteousness and those who seek to follow God. He is a
spirit son of God who was once an angel “in authority in the
presence of God” (D&C 76:25; see also Isaiah 14:12; D&C
76:26–27). But in the premortal Council in Heaven, Lucifer, as
Satan was then called, rebelled against Heavenly Father and
the plan of salvation. In this rebellion against God, Satan
“sought to destroy the agency of man” (Moses 4:3). He said:
“I will redeem all mankind, that one soul shall not be lost,
and surely I will do it; wherefore give me thine honor”
(Moses 4:1). 

Satan persuaded “a third part of the hosts of heaven” to
turn away from the Father (D&C 29:36). As a result of this
rebellion, Satan and his followers were cut off from God’s
presence and denied the blessing of receiving a physical
body (see Revelation 12:9). They were also denied the oppor-
tunity to receive any inheritance in a kingdom of glory. 

Heavenly Father allows Satan and Satan’s followers to
tempt us as part of our experience in mortality (see 2 Nephi
2:11–14; D&C 29:39). Because Satan “seeketh that all men
might be miserable like unto himself” (2 Nephi 2:27), he and
his followers try to lead us away from righteousness. He
directs his most strenuous opposition at the most important
aspects of Heavenly Father’s plan of happiness. For example,
he seeks to discredit the Savior and the priesthood, to cast
doubt on the power of the Atonement, to counterfeit revela-
tion, to distract us from the truth, and to contradict individ-
ual accountability. He attempts to undermine the family by
confusing gender, promoting sexual relations outside of mar-
riage, ridiculing marriage, and discouraging childbearing by
married adults who would otherwise raise children in righ-
teousness. 

You do not have to give in to Satan’s temptations. You
have the power within you to choose good over evil, and you
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can always seek the Lord’s help through prayer. (See
“Temptation,” pages 174–76.)

Additional references: Isaiah 14:12–17; 1 Nephi 15:23–24; 2 Nephi 2:16–18;
Moroni 7:12; D&C 10:5; 29:36–40, 46–47; 76:25–29

See also Agency; Sin; Temptation

Saved (See Salvation)

Scriptures

When holy men of God write or speak by the power of
the Holy Ghost, their words “shall be scripture, shall be the
will of the Lord, shall be the mind of the Lord, shall be the
word of the Lord, shall be the voice of the Lord, and the
power of God unto salvation” (D&C 68:4). The official, can-
onized scriptures of the Church, often called the standard
works, are the Bible, the Book of Mormon, the Doctrine and
Covenants, and the Pearl of Great Price. These books of scrip-
ture are described on pages 156–59.

Importance of Daily Scripture Study

The principal purpose of scriptures is to testify of Christ,
helping us come unto Him and receive eternal life (see John
5:39; 20:31; 1 Nephi 6:4; Mosiah 13:33–35). The prophet
Mormon testified: 

“Whosoever will may lay hold upon the word of God,
which is quick and powerful, which shall divide asunder all
the cunning and the snares and the wiles of the devil, and lead
the man of Christ in a strait and narrow course across that
everlasting gulf of misery which is prepared to engulf the
wicked—

“And land their souls, yea, their immortal souls, at the
right hand of God in the kingdom of heaven, to sit down with
Abraham, and Isaac, and with Jacob, and with all our holy
fathers, to go no more out” (Helaman 3:29–30).
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