Profanity

know that thy faithfulness is stronger than the cords of
death” (D&C 121:41–43).
As you exercise the priesthood in righteousness and
love, you will find joy in serving as an instrument in the
Lord’s hands. He said:
“Let thy bowels also be full of charity towards all men,
and to the household of faith, and let virtue garnish thy
thoughts unceasingly; then shall thy confidence wax strong
in the presence of God; and the doctrine of the priesthood
shall distil upon thy soul as the dews from heaven.
“The Holy Ghost shall be thy constant companion, and
thy scepter an unchanging scepter of righteousness and truth;
and thy dominion shall be an everlasting dominion, and without compulsory means it shall flow unto thee forever and
ever” (D&C 121:45–46).
Additional references: John 15:16; Acts 8:14–20; James 5:14–15; D&C 13;
20; 84; 107; Joseph Smith—History 1:68–73
See also Aaronic Priesthood; Church Administration; Melchizedek
Priesthood; Ordinances; Restoration of the Gospel

Profanity
Profanity is disrespect or contempt for sacred things. It
includes casual or irreverent use of the name of any member
of the Godhead. It also includes any type of unclean or vulgar speech or behavior.
Always use the names of Heavenly Father, Jesus Christ,
and the Holy Ghost with reverence and respect. Misusing
their names is a sin. Profane, vulgar, or crude language or
gestures, as well as immoral jokes, are offensive to the Lord
and to others.
Foul language harms your spirit and degrades you. Do
not let others influence you to use foul language. Instead, use
clean language that uplifts and edifies others. Choose friends
who use good language. Set an example that will encourage
those around you to use clean language. If friends and
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acquaintances use profanity, good-naturedly encourage them
to choose other words. If they persist, politely walk away or
change the subject.
If you have developed the habit of swearing, you can
break it. Begin by making a decision to change. Pray for help.
If you are tempted to use profane language, keep quiet or say
what you have to say in a different way.
Additional references: Leviticus 19:12; D&C 63:60–64
See also Modesty; Temptation

Prophecy (See Revelation; Spiritual Gifts)
Prophets
As members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, we are blessed to be led by living prophets—inspired
men called to speak for the Lord, just as Moses, Isaiah, Peter,
Paul, Nephi, Mormon, and other prophets of the scriptures.
We sustain the President of the Church as our prophet, seer,
and revelator—the only person on the earth who receives
revelation to guide the entire Church. We also sustain the
counselors in the First Presidency and the members of the
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles as prophets, seers, and revelators.
Like the prophets of old, prophets today testify of Jesus
Christ and teach His gospel. They make known God’s will
and true character. They speak boldly and clearly, denouncing sin and warning of its consequences. At times, they may
be inspired to prophesy of future events for our benefit.
You can always trust the living prophets. Their teachings
reflect the will of the Lord, who declared: “What I the Lord
have spoken, I have spoken, and I excuse not myself; and
though the heavens and the earth pass away, my word shall
not pass away, but shall all be fulfilled, whether by mine own
voice or by the voice of my servants, it is the same” (D&C 1:38).
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