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Study the scriptures discussed here and
as much of the books of Proverbs and
Ecclesiastes as you can.

Proverbs are generally short sayings
that give counsel about living righ-
teously. The Old Testament records 
that Solomon “spake three thousand
proverbs” (1 Kings 4:32). Some of
these wise sayings are included in the
book of Proverbs. Although Solomon
and the other authors of this book
were not prophets, much of what they
wrote was inspired by the Lord. The
book of Ecclesiastes also contains wise
sayings, and some believe Solomon to
be its author.

• The books of Proverbs and
Ecclesiastes emphasize the impor-
tance of wisdom. What differences

are there between being learned 
and being wise? (See Proverbs 1:7;
9:9–10; 2 Nephi 9:28–29.)

• What counsel is given in Proverbs
3:5–7? What experiences have
taught you to trust the Lord?

• Why is the Lord concerned with 
the words we speak? (See Proverbs
16:27–28; 18:8; 25:18; Matthew
12:36–37.) How can we overcome
the problems of lying, gossiping, or
speaking negatively about others?

• Proverbs 13:10 and 16:18 teach 
that pride leads to contention and
destruction. How can pride do this?
How does pride affect our families?

• Proverbs 22:6 says to “train up a
child in the way he should go.”

“Happy Is the Man That Findeth Wisdom”
Proverbs and Ecclesiastes
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the Lord (29:20–36). Hezekiah
invites all Israel to come to the tem-
ple in Jerusalem (30:1–9). Some
laugh at the invitation, but the
faithful of Israel worship the Lord in
Jerusalem (30:10–27).

b. 2 Chronicles 32:1–23. Sennacherib,
king of Assyria, invades Judah and
speaks against the Lord (32:1–19).
Isaiah and Hezekiah pray for help,
and an angel of the Lord destroys
much of the Assyrian army
(32:20–23).

c. 2 Chronicles 34. After Hezekiah’s son
and grandson rule in wickedness,
Hezekiah’s great-grandson Josiah
becomes king of Judah. Josiah destroys
the idols in the kingdom and repairs
the temple (34:1–13). The book of the
law is found in the temple and read to
Josiah, who weeps when he learns
how far the people have strayed from

the law (34:14–21). Huldah the
prophetess tells of the forthcoming
desolation of Judah but prophesies
that Josiah will not have to witness 
it (34:22–28). Josiah and his people
covenant to serve the Lord (34:29–33).

• What can we learn from Hezekiah
about the proper relationship be-
tween trusting in our own efforts
and trusting in the Lord? (See 
2 Chronicles 32:7–8.)

• While Josiah and his people were at
the temple, what did they covenant
to do? (See 2 Chronicles 34:31–33.)
How can we prepare to make the
sacred temple covenants? Once we
have made these covenants, why is
it important that we return to the
temple as often as possible?

Additional reading: 2 Kings 18–19;
22–23; Isaiah 37:10–20, 33–38.
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Study the following scriptures:

a. Job 1–2. Job experiences severe tri-
als. He remains faithful to the Lord
despite losing his possessions, chil-
dren, and health.

b. Job 13:13–16; 19:23–27. Job finds
strength in trusting the Lord and 
in his testimony of the Savior.

c. Job 27:2–6. Job finds strength in his
personal righteousness and integrity.

d. Job 42:10–17. After Job has faith-
fully endured his trials, the Lord
blesses him.

• What kind of man was Job? What
trials did Job experience?

• How did Job’s testimony of the
Savior help him endure his trials?

(See Job 19:25–27.) How can a testi-
mony of the Savior give us strength
during adversity?

• Job’s integrity was another source of
spiritual strength during his afflictions
(Job 27:2–6). What is integrity? How
did personal integrity strengthen Job
during his trials? How can personal
integrity help us during times of trial? 

• After Job had faithfully endured his
trials, how did the Lord bless him?
(See Job 42:10–15; James 5:11.) How
does the Lord bless us as we faith-
fully endure trials? (See Job 23:10; 
3 Nephi 15:9.)

Additional reading: Other chapters in
Job; Doctrine and Covenants 121:1–10.

“I Know That My Redeemer Liveth”
Job 1–2; 13; 19; 27; 42
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Study the following scriptures:

a. Jonah 1–2. The Lord calls Jonah 
to preach repentance to the people
of Nineveh. Jonah tries to flee from
the Lord on a ship, is swallowed by
a great fish, prays, and is delivered
from the belly of the fish.

b. Jonah 3–4. Jonah prophesies the
downfall of Nineveh and is angry
when the people of Nineveh repent
and the Lord spares the city (the

Joseph Smith Translation of Jonah
3:9–10 explains that the people, not
God, repented). The Lord teaches
Jonah to love all people.

c. Micah 2:12–13; 4:1–7, 11–13; 5:2–4,
7–8; 6:6–8; 7:18–20. Micah prophe-
sies of the mission of Israel in the
last days.

• Why did the Lord want Jonah to go
to Nineveh? (See Jonah 1:2.) Why
did Jonah go to Tarshish instead?

Sharing the Gospel with the World
Jonah 1–4; Micah 2; 4–7
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What should parents do to follow
this counsel? (See D&C 68:25–28.)
How can parents more effectively
teach children the principles of the
gospel?

• Why is it important to develop a
happy attitude and a good sense of
humor? (See Proverbs 15:13; 17:22.)
What can we do to encourage uplift-
ing humor in our families?
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