King Solomon: Man of Wisdom, 26

Man of Foolishness
1 Kings 3; 5-11

Study the following scriptures:

a. 1 Kings 3:5-28. Solomon succeeds his
father, David, as king, and follows the

Lord. The Lord appears to Solomon
and blesses him with wisdom, riches,

A prophet foretells that the kingdom
of Israel will be divided because of
Solomon’s wickedness (11:26-40).

What does it mean to have an
“understanding heart”? (See 1 Kings

and honor (3:5-15). Two women take
a child to Solomon, who wisely deter-
mines which woman is the mother of

3:28; 4:29.) Why did Solomon feel
a special need for that blessing?
(See 1 Kings 3:7-8.) How would hav-

the child (3:16-28).

b. 1 Kings 5-6; 7:1-12. King Solomon
directs the construction of a great
temple (5-6). He has a palace built
for himself (7:1-12).

c. 1 Kings 8:22-66; 9:1-9. Solomon ded-

icates the temple and asks the Lord
to bless the Israelites with spiritual
and temporal prosperity (8:22-66).
The Lord again appears to Solomon,
promising to bless the Israelites if
they serve him but to curse them

if they turn to other gods (9:1-9).

d. 1 Kings 10-11. Solomon’s fame grows
because of his wealth and wisdom
(10:1-13, 24-25). He becomes exces-

sively wealthy (10:14-23, 26). He mar-

ries many non-Israelite women who
persuade him to worship false gods
(11:1-10). The Lord stirs up adver-
saries against Solomon (11:11-25).

ing “the wisdom of God” help us
with our responsibilities at home, at
work, at school, and in the Church?
How can we receive this wisdom?

What promise did the Lord give
Solomon regarding the temple?
(See 1 Kings 6:11-13.) What similar
promise has the Lord given us
today? (See D&C 97:15-17.) What
can we do to keep the influence

of the temple strong in our lives?

How did Solomon’s riches and honor
increase after the temple was built?
(See 1 Kings 10:1-15, 24-25.) How
did Solomon misuse these blessings?
(See 1 Kings 10:16-23, 26-29.) How
should wisdom, riches, and honor be
used? (See Jacob 2:18-19.)

Additional reading: 1 Kings 2:1-12;
4:29-34; 7:13-51; 1 Chronicles 29;
Doctrine and Covenants 46.

The Influence of Wicked and Righteous Leaders 2 7

1 Kings 12-14; 2 Chronicles 17; 20

Study the following scriptures:

a. 1 Kings 12:1-20. Rehoboam suc-
ceeds his father, Solomon, as king
over the twelve tribes of Israel. He
rejects the counsel of wise men to
serve his people, seeking instead to
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impose greater burdens on them
(12:1-195). The kingdom is divided
as ten tribes revolt (12:16-19; the
ten tribes retain the title kingdom of
Israel, while the tribes of Judah and
Benjamin remain under Rehoboam’s
rule and are called the kingdom of



Judah). The kingdom of Israel selects
Jeroboam as king (12:20).

b. 1 Kings 12:25-33; 13:33-34;
14:14-16, 21-24. Jeroboam leads
his people into idolatry (12:25-33;
13:33-34). A prophet foretells the
destruction of Jeroboam'’s family and
the scattering of Israel (14:14-16).
Rehoboam leads the kingdom of
Judah into idolatry (14:21-24).

c. 2 Chronicles 17:1-10; 20:1-30.
Jehoshaphat, Rehoboam’s great-
grandson, reigns righteously in the
kingdom of Judah (17:1-10). As
Judah'’s enemies come against them,
Jehoshaphat and his people fast and
pray. The Lord tells them the battle
is not theirs, but his. Their attackers

war among themselves and destroy
each other (20:1-30).

e What counsel did the older men
give Rehoboam about ruling
successfully? (See 1 Kings 12:6-7;

2 Chronicles 10:7.) How can we
apply this counsel at home, at work,
at school, and in the Church?

e Jehoshaphat influenced the people
of Judah to humble themselves
before the Lord (2 Chronicles
20:3-4). What examples have you
seen of righteous leadership? What
can we do to influence those we
serve to live righteously?

Additional reading: 1 Kings 11:26-40;
2 Kings 17:20-23.

“After the Fire a Still Small Voice”

1 Kings 17-19

Study the following scriptures:

a. 1 Kings 17. Elijah seals the heavens
against rain, flees from Ahab and
Jezebel, and is miraculously sus-
tained in the wilderness (17:1-6).
The Lord sends Elijah to a widow
who gives him food and water
(17:7-16). Elijah raises the widow’s
son from the dead (17:17-24).

b. 1 Kings 18. After more than two
years of famine, Elijah meets with
Ahab and challenges the priests of
Baal to call down fire from heaven
to consume their sacrifice (18:1-2,
17-24). The priests of Baal fail, but
Elijah prays and the Lord sends
down fire to consume the sacrifice
he has prepared (18:25-40). Elijah
prays to end the famine, and the
Lord sends rain (18:41-46).

c. 1 Kings 19. Jezebel tries to kill Elijah
(19:1-2). Elijah flees into the wilder-
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ness and is fed by an angel (19:3-8).
Elijah goes to Horeb, where he is
comforted by the Holy Ghost and
instructed to continue in God'’s
work (19:9-19).

After Jeroboam led Israel into idolatry,
he and his descendants were destroyed.
They were followed by another succes-
sion of idolatrous kings. Of those
rulers, Ahab was the king who “did
more to provoke the Lord God of
Israel to anger than all the kings of
Israel that were before him” (1 Kings
16:33). He married Jezebel, adopted
her practice of Baal worship, and
encouraged his people to join him

in the worship of this false god. The
prophet Elijah delivered words of
warning to Ahab and his kingdom.

e Why do you think the Lord com-
manded the poor widow to feed
Elijah before feeding herself and
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