“God Will Provide Himself a Lamb” 9

Abraham 1; Genesis 15-17; 21-22

Study the following scriptures:

a. Abraham 1:1, 5-20. As a young
man, Abraham is persecuted by
the false priests of Pharaoh. They
attempt to sacrifice him, but he
is saved by Jehovah.

b. Genesis 15-17; 21. Later in his life,
Abraham is promised seed (15:1-6).
Sarah gives Hagar to Abraham as his
wife; Hagar bears Ishmael (16:1-16).
God again speaks of his covenant
with Abraham, promising that
Abraham will be the father of many

nations (17:1-14). The birth of Isaac,

through whom the covenant would
continue, is announced (17:16-22).
Sarah bears Isaac (21:1-12).

c. Genesis 22. God commands
Abraham to sacrifice Isaac (22:1-2).
Abraham prepares to sacrifice Isaac,
but God provides a ram to be sacri-
ficed instead (22:3-19).

Note: Genesis 17 tells of the Lord
changing Abram’s name to Abraham
and Sarai’s name to Sarah (see verses
5, 15). The names Abraham and Sarah
are used throughout this section.

e How did Abraham respond to
God’s command to sacrifice Isaac?
(See Genesis 22:2-3.) How did Isaac
respond to this situation? (See
Genesis 22:3-10.) What can we
learn from Abraham and Isaac about
faith and obedience? (See Hebrews
11:17-19; James 2:21-23.)

e Abraham'’s willingness to sacrifice
Isaac was a similitude of Heavenly
Father’s willingness to sacrifice his
Only Begotten Son (Jacob 4:5;
Genesis 22:8, 13). What are some
similarities between Abraham’s
experience and Heavenly Father’s?
What is the greatest difference?

Additional reading: Hebrews 11:8-19;
James 2:21-23; Jacob 4:5; Doctrine and
Covenants 132:34-36.

Birthright Blessings; Marriage in the Covenant 10

Genesis 24-29

Study the following scriptures:

a. Genesis 24. Abraham emphasizes
the importance of marriage in the
covenant through the selection of
a worthy wife for Isaac.

b. Genesis 25:20-34. Rebekah receives
a revelation concerning her unborn
twin sons (25:22-23). When these
sons are grown, Esau sells his birth-
right to Jacob (25:29-34).

c. Genesis 26-29. Isaac and his descen-

dants are promised the blessings of

the Abrahamic covenant (26:1-5).
Esau marries out of the covenant
(26:34-35). Isaac blesses Jacob to
rule over peoples and nations
(27:1-46). Isaac pronounces on
Jacob the blessings of the Abrahamic
covenant and sends him away to
find a worthy wife (28:1-10). Jacob
marries Leah and Rachel in the
covenant (29:1-30).

e How might some of us make errors
similar to Esau’s, choosing things
that bring immediate gratification





