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C h a p t e r  3 8

the pharisee  
and the  
publican

two men went to the temple to pray. One was  
a pharisee. the other was a publican, which is a 

tax collector. people did not like tax collectors. 
they thought tax collectors were not honest.

Luke 18:10

One day the Savior talked to some people who 
thought that they were more righteous than 

other people. Jesus told them a story.
Luke 18:9
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the pharisee stood in front of others to pray.  
he thanked God that he was better than other 
people. he said that he fasted two times each week 

and paid his tithing. the publican stood by 
himself, bowed his head, and prayed, “God be 
merciful to me a sinner.”

Luke 18:11–13



the pharisee thought he was perfect and did not 
need God’s help. But the publican knew that he 

was not perfect and needed God’s help. he was 
humble and asked God to forgive him.

Luke 18:14
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Jesus said that people should be like the publican. 
they should not think they are better than other 

people. they should repent of their sins and ask 
God to forgive them.

Luke 18:14




