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T h e  T h i r d  P a r a b l e

The Lost Son

A man had two sons. The man promised to 
 give his money to them when he died. The 

younger son did not want to wait. He asked his 
father for his part of the money. His father gave 
it to him.

Luke 15:11–12

The son took the money and left home. He went 
to another land. The son sinned again and again. 
He spent all of the money.

Luke 15:13



Finally the son had no money to buy food. He 
was very hungry. He asked a man for help. The 
man hired him to feed his pigs.

Luke 15:14–15
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The son was so hungry that he wanted to eat  
the pigs’ food. He knew that the servants in his 
father’s house had better food to eat than he did.

Luke 15:16–17

The father ran to meet his son. He put his arms 
around him and kissed him.

Luke 15:20

He decided to repent and ask to be a servant in 
his father’s house. When the son went home, his 
father saw him coming.

Luke 15:18–20
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The son told his father that he had sinned. He felt 
he was not worthy to be called his father’s son.

Luke 15:21



The father told a servant to bring the best clothes 
and put them on the son. The servant put shoes 
on the son’s feet and a ring on his finger.

Luke 15:22
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The father told the servant to prepare a feast. He 
wanted everyone to celebrate. The son who had 
sinned had repented and returned home.

Luke 15:23–24

The older son was angry and would not go into 
the house. His father came out to talk with him.

Luke 15:28

The older son had been working in the field. 
When he came home, he heard music and 
dancing. A servant told him that his younger 
brother had come home. His father wanted 
everyone to celebrate.

Luke 15:25–27



The father was thankful that the older son had 
always stayed with him. Everything the father 
had would be his. The father also said that it 

was right to celebrate. He was happy his younger 
son had repented and returned home.

Luke 15:31–32
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Jesus told the Pharisees the three parables because 
He wanted them to know how much Heavenly 
Father loves everyone. He loves people who obey 
Him. He also loves sinners, but Heavenly Father 

cannot bless them until they repent. He wants 
sinners to repent and come back to Him. And He 
wants us to help them do that and to be happy 
when they return.

John 3:16–17




