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YOU ||Ust get a” OI t e educatlo 1 t Iat ou poss'bl can. L ie I as beco“ € SO cor lpleX ar d
y
co Ilpetll‘.ve. YOU ca Illot assume t Iat OU have et ytlt eme Its due ou. YOou VVl” be eXpeCted |:0
y M y Y

put forth great effort and to
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President Gordon B. Hinckl
n ey (1910-2008), “Words of the
L Prophet: Seek Learning,”
g,” New Era, Sept. 2007, 2-4.
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MERIT
BADGE

When | was growing up,
my dad always emphasized
the fact that knowledge
is one of the only things we
can take with us after this
life, so I've always tried to get as
much education as possible. This

Preparation from

FAMILY SCRIPTURE
STUDY

Both of my parents learned English when they were in
college, and they wanted to raise my siblings and me to
speak English in the home. We learned by reading the Book
of Mormon in English. At first wed just read the Book of
Mormon and be done, but my mom said she wanted us to
read to understand. She told us to pick a verse that stood out
to us and explain how it applied to us. This helped me to be

confident in speaking and expressing my thoughts in English. desire helped me as | worked toward my Eagle Scout Award,
I'm grateful that my parents helped us understand the but | remember thinking several times, “When will | ever
importance of learning and that they used the Book of need to know this?” But now | realize that I really do use the
Mormon to teach us the gospel and as the number one tool skills I learned.
for teaching us English. It was a resource we all had access For example, when | was working on my personal manage-
to, and it helped prepare us to read other materials in ment merit badge, | had to create and live by a budget for
English. | know that I'm able to speak English better now three months. | thought it was going to be a pointless activity,
because of our family Book of Mormon study. Knowing but now that I'm in college and manage my own finances,
another language has helped prepare me for | use a budget every day. Learning how to create and live

«chool, a mission, and jobs that require by a budget has been very beneficial to me as | put myself
English-speaking skills. through school, live on my own, and manage life’s daily
expenses. | don't have any debt, and I'm happy because |
know | can be financially stable. The activity that | thought
would be unimportant when | was 15 has ended up being a

Louena H., Tonga

part of my daily life.
Matthew B., California, USA
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