
T H E  M E S S A G E

Gaining an education is not 
just a privilege, it is a  

religious responsibility. The 
glory of God is intelligence  

(see D&C 93:36).
2 N e w  E r a

Don’t be afraid to pursue your 
goals—even your dreams!

Education is yours to obtain. No one  
else can gain it for you. Wherever you 
are, develop a deep desire to learn. For 

us as Latter-day Saints, gaining an education 
is not just a privilege, it is a religious respon-
sibility. The glory of God is intelligence (see 
D&C 93:36). Indeed, our education is for 
the eternities.

“Whatever principle of intelligence we 
attain unto in this life, it will rise with us in 
the resurrection.

“And if a person gains more knowledge  
and intelligence in this life . . . , he [or she]  
will have so much the advantage in the  
world to come” (D&C 130:18–19). 

Such a long-range perspective will help 
you make good choices about learning. I 

remember a conversation many years ago 
with a very bright 16-year-old high school 
student. He was uncertain about his religious 
commitment and undecided about his career. 
He wondered about the possibility of becom-
ing a doctor of medicine. He asked me a 
simple question: “How many years did it take 
for you to become a heart surgeon?”

I quickly made the calculations: “From the 
time I graduated from high school until I first 
collected a fee for service as a surgeon, it 
took me 14 years.”

“Wow!” he replied. “That’s 
too long for me!”

Then I asked, “How old will you be 
14 years from now if you don’t become a 
heart surgeon?”

“Just the same,” he replied. “Just the same!”
I had a special interest in this young man. 

On occasion I took him in my car on his 
early-morning route to deliver newspapers. 
Over the years his faith became strong. He 
was a powerful missionary. He decided to 
pursue his educational goal. First, he married 
his sweetheart in the temple. Then, while he 
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 Choose to Increase  

IN LEARNING?
 Choose to Increase  

IN LEARNING?



Education is the difference between 
wishing you could help other people 

and being able to help them.
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studied medicine and surgery, they became the parents 
of four wonderful children. Now he is fully board cer-
tified as a heart surgeon—after intensive education and 
training over a period of 14 years.

Brothers and sisters, don’t be afraid to pursue your 
goals—even your dreams! There is no shortcut to excel-
lence and competence. Education is the difference 
between wishing you could help other people and 
being able to help them. NE
From a Church Educational System devotional given on September 8, 2013.
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