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and remember that they’re children
of God.” The same holds true for
her teammates, she said; “they’re
daughters of the same Heavenly
Father as me.”

Despite bouncing between sem-
inary, school, practices, games,
and family time, Hailey keeps her

said her sister, Kelsey, 11. “She’s the
best sister I could ask for.”

Hailey also assists those who are
curious about the gospel. She remem-
bers a bus ride when her teammates
asked questions about the Church.
She was thrilled to answer.

“T explained what a temple is and

priorities focused on her family and

the gospel.

“Our family loves spending time
together,” she said. “We enjoy vaca-
tioning and camping every summer.”
Hailey is especially fond of trips
that include fishing and horseback
riding. And when it’s not basketball
season, she plays lacrosse, babysits,
and fine-tunes her math skills. Her
strength comes from the fundamen-
tals—prayer, scripture study, Sabbath
day observance, and keeping the
commandments.

“Any athlete knows about train-
ing rules,” she said. “If you want
to do well, you practice every day.
The same is true with the gospel.

If you want to stay strong, stick to
the basics.”

You could also say that Hailey spe-
cializes in assists.
“When I'm feeling down, she

always finds a way to cheer me up,”

18 New Era

what we do there. I explained what a
missionary is. I explained that follow-
ing the standards in For Strength
of Youth leads to blessings.”

One of those blessings came when

the varsity coach pulled her aside.

“He asked if, in addition to being on
the JV team, I'd serve as a manager for
the varsity team,” Hailey said, a smile
lighting her face. Her mom, Kathy,
said, “We feel that was a blessing she
received for keeping the Sabbath holy.”

As team manager, Hailey not only
attended games and practices (except
on Sundays) but also kept records, like
the minutes per game of each player.
The position was a recognition of
her desire to help the team any way
she could.

By the end of the season, the
team’s record was 20-3. Critics hadn’t
expected them to perform so well, but
the team had dedicated the season to

two players who'd recently lost a parent

to cancer. That inspired them to give
extra effort. Now they were playing for
the top spot in the state. But they were
also playing for each other.

In her pregame speech, Hailey told
them, “We’ve worked hard for this the
entire season, and now it’s our chance
to prove we can be champions.”

Then they stormed the court as the
crowd roared.

Hailey compared her experience
with the team to what it’s like when
members of a family obey God’s com-
mandments. In basketball, she said,
even though players have individual
talents, victory depends on work-
ing together.

“It’s the same in a family,” she
said. “Individually you have to find
what you’re good at and build your
own testimony, but when you bring
all these pieces together—read-
ing the scriptures together, going
to church together, spending time
together—you’re a stronger family.
You push for your ultimate goal over
time—to gain celestial glory and be
together forever.”

This basketball season, Hailey
scored points on many levels by living
her standards. She gained peace in
her heart for doing what she knew
was right, something more important
than making layups or firing off a
3-point buzzer-beater. She strength-
ened her family and set a good
example for them. Plus, she won
admiration and respect from team-
mates and coaches.

Oh, and by the way, Hailey’s team
won the state title, 46-42. NE

The author lives in Iowa, USA.



