PHOTOGRAPHS COURTESY OF JOSH B.

Josh B. didw’t let a lacrosse injury keep him down. When
a concussion temporarily prevented him from being
able to read, watch TV, or use a computer, he decided to
pass the time knitting hats. This led to

unexpected opportunities to
share the gospel.

When did you first get into knitting? My sister
learned to knit five years ago during a Beehive activity. I
thought it was pretty cool, so she taught me how to do
it. Then one Saturday my mom suggested that I do some-
thing productive while I watched a college football game.
So I started knitting as a service project. I figured it would
be a great Duty to God or Scouting project.

How did your friends find out about
your knitting? During lacrosse, I got
hit in the back of the head with a
stick. I got a concussion and had to
avoid anything that would stimulate
my brain while I was healing—
anything with flashing lights or any-
thing that would make me think too
hard, like heavy reading or math.

I had to take it easy for about a
week. I was really bored, so

my mom suggested I

could pass the time by knitting a hat. I was going to watch
my lacrosse team play that night, so I decided to make

a hat using our team colors and wear it to the game. My
friends couldn’t believe T had made it myself. Someone
asked if they could buy one from me, and that’s when I
got the idea to sell hats to help pay for my mission. Since
then, I've sold about 300 hats.

Has this project had other positive effects?
People always want to know where I learned to knit. So I
tell them the story, starting with my sister in Beehives, and
it opens up questions about the Church. Now, because
of these hats, even students from other schools know
that I'm a Latter-day Saint and want to ask me questions
about my beliefs.

What has this experience taught you? I've learned
that even bad things can have good outcomes. Getting the
concussion wasn't fun at all, but from that I've been able
to earn money for my mission and even do some mission-
ary work right now.

Also, you shouldn’t be afraid to share your talents. We
are all representatives of the Church, and other people see

that. Being in high school is a great missionary oppor-
tunity. People have questions, so let them know
about the restored gospel of Jesus Christ. NE

The Glad
Hatter

—As told to Christopher Fosse
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