FUTURE
MISSIONARIES

By Caleb N. Porter
Editor’s note: While serving as a full-time missionary in the

Now that I'm in the
mission ﬁ eld. here are  Mexico Torreon Mission, Elder Porter wrote this letter home
)
, . to the younger members of his family.
some things [ wish I'd JOuns Y his family,
wanted to share some insights I have gained on how

learned before I left.
to better prepare to serve a full-time mission. These
insights have come to me gradually with experience and

time, and I hope by sharing them that I can encourage you
to begin to prepare now to have greater success in your

missionary efforts.
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Learn to Listen and Then Act
be spending a lot of time listening to

You will
u their

those you teach. They will share with yo

thoughts, feelings, and even their doubts. Learn to

s will help you to more easily

sincerely listen. Thi
may be

recognize the challenges your investigators
facing and to more specifically address their con-
cerns (see Preach My Gospel [2004], 185-86). Begin
to listen sincerely to your sisters,

now by learning
hile you're listen-

brothers, parents, and friends. W
ing, learn to forget yourself in the process. Don’t

focus on how you're going to fix other people’s
pond to their concerns. Instead, just

problems or res
hat

listen and allow the Spirit to direct you on W

you should say and when.
This can be challenging, especially if you're
ew language. I have noticed that if T

learning a N
ow to say

become too focused on what to say or h
things correctly with the language, then T often
Jose the chance for the Spirit to guide my thoughts

and words. I have begun to learn how to focus on

acting when the Spirit prompts me.

Learn to Follow the Spirit

One of i
o hasdllje :1glgest l.)lessings during my time of
S ;1 €arning the importance of act-
e s 8s when they are received. Whe
o ot howme to do something, I try to do it ’
ot small it may seem. For inst: ,
‘ pted to pray for e
rain while teaching a famjl
for the first time, The little '
.ranchero where I am serv-
ing has been in drought for
several years and rarely
Sees rain, but the Spirit
prompted me to ask
for rain. That night, it
rained. This made such
a strong impression
that the family asked us
to return to continue to
teach the gospel.
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Therefore, be bold with thog
around yoy, Invite your friendg X
ser.ninary, Church services, and °
aetlvities. Invite thep, to hear th
rmesionary lessons jf Prompted )
I.nv1te them to hear yoy, tes- |
tu'nony. As missionarjeg you
V\.IIH have botp, the resp(;nsi—
bility and authority to invite
pPeople to repent and ‘come
unto Christ” (g 20:59)
Remember, you have |

Learn to Love

Perhaps most important, learn to sincerely love
those you will have the OPportunity to teach, Pra
for them, serve them, and show them that you cai’
and they will begin to have confidence in you as :’
Tepresentative of Jesus Christ.

If you begin to prepare now by talking to others,
listening to their concerns, asking questions as
prompted by the Spirit, and then learning to be bold
and to love, I know the Lord will bless you in your

missionary efforts. NE

More Ways to Learn
Find additional help to prepare for missionary work in Preach
My Gospel (see |ds.org/go/02G) and the New Era special issue on

missionary preparation (lds.org/go/02H).
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