WHAT'S UP?

VOLUNTEER, MISSIONARY, AND SCHOLAR

4 A s the only Latter-day Saint teenager at my school | tend to stand out,”

PERSONAL
PROGRESS X 3

n May, 2009, Kelsey Briggs of

Bend, Oregon, received her Young

Womanhood Recognition at the
same time as her grandmother,
Jeanie Bean. Then, just under a year

says Tania Jane of Houston Texas. “But | use that as an advantage to
let people see that | am different and ask questions that will even-
tually lead to a discussion about the gospel.” Something else unique about
Tania is that when she graduated from high
school this past year she did so with an

S

Associates Degree from college. \—\E NUN\BER later, Kelsey's mother, Cindy Briggs,

Tania Jane also volunteers at B‘( 1 received her recognition: it was three
the local YMCA. She loves teach- generations of women in the same
ing, interacting, and just joking el family in the same ward growing
around with the children there. yave 0 spiritually—and growing together.

| et | i gonig o
When obstacles stand in her " of su! Sa'\\ gxo\lp‘“ o ot Nt Kelsey, who fulfilled her Good Works project by serving about
. e .
way Tania works to overcome e New Era g\\'\S’t and 92‘_\:\ an -l © two hours a week for two years as a “big sister” at the local Boys
them. “This past year was a jon oﬁ‘s\eﬁeﬁ- \“Sxi?sc““‘ch.O'g' & Girls club, said, “This program has been enlightening for all three
. e

challenge for me to go to seminary,” P ewer of us. It's a lot of work, but the rewards are great.”
she says. “My ward did not have seminary Kelsey's mother, who is a Young Women leader in her ward, said,
classes because there were not enough students. “When | received the new materials and booklets last year | was deter-

[ was the only one.” She was finally able to find a stake home study seminary ~ mined to finish up the Personal Progress program, not only to satisfy my
class. She says participating this year was a lot harder than her first year, butit ~ own objective but to set an example for the girls I'm privileged to work

was definitely worth the effort. with in our ward, and keep pace with my own daughter and mother."
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EARN

WHAT
THE LORD
EXPECTS
OF YOU,
MAKE A
PLAN TO
DO IT, ACT
ON YOUR
PLAN WITH
DILIGENCE,
AND THEN
SHARE WITH
OTHERS
HOW YOUR
EXPERIENCE
CHANGED
YOU AND
BLESSED
OTHERS.”

President Henry B. Eyring,

First Counselor in the

First Presidency “Act in All
Diligence,” Ensign, May 2010, 60.

THE CHURCH IN USA—ALASKA
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he first members of the
TChurch came to Alaska with

the gold rush in 1898. One
of them, Dr. Edward G. Cannon,
was a 79-year-old convert. In his
attempt to establish the Church in
Alaska, he maintained a movable
“tabernacle” that he transported
from settlement to settlement.
The first official congregation in
Alaska was organized in 1938,
and by 1961, there were 3,050
members there.

Church growth continued
with Alaska's population growth
in the late 1960s. Growth was
spurred by extensive rebuilding
following earthquake damage and
by an oil discovery. In 1981, the
Church built several special
Church buildings designed for the
Arctic weather.

One of the first smaller Church
temples was built and dedicated
in Anchorage in 1999.

Here are a few facts about the
Church today in Alaska:

Membership 31,268
Missions 1
Temples 1
Wards & Branches 82
Family History Centers 21
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