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My home country of Brazil is very rich in natural resources. 
One of them is the famous Amazon River, one of the larg-
est and longest rivers in the world. It is formed by two 
separate rivers, the Solimões and Negro. Interestingly, 
they flow together for a number of miles before the waters 
blend, due to the rivers having very different origins, 
speeds, temperatures, and chemical compositions. After 
several miles, the waters finally blend together, becoming 
a river different than its individual parts. Only after these 
parts merge, the Amazon River becomes so powerful that 
when it reaches the Atlantic Ocean, it pushes back the sea-
water so that fresh water can still be found for many miles 
out into the ocean.

In a similar way that the Solimões and Negro Rivers flow 
together to make the great Amazon River, the children of 
God come together in the restored Church of Jesus Christ 
from different social backgrounds, traditions, and cultures, 
forming this wonderful community of Saints in Christ. 
Eventually, as we encourage, support, and love each other, 
we combine to form a mighty force for good in the world. 
As followers of Jesus Christ, flowing as one in this river of 
goodness, we will be able to provide the “fresh water”  
of the gospel to a thirsty world. . . .

Our new friends bring God-given talents, excitement, and 
goodness within them. Their enthusiasm for the gospel can 
be contagious, thereby helping us revitalize our own testi-
monies. They also bring fresh perspectives to our under-
standing of life and the gospel. . . .

. . . When we act as faithful ministers, as the Savior did, our 
new friends will have the help they need to remain strong, 
dedicated, and faithful to the end. They will join us as we 
become a mighty people of God and will help us to bring 
fresh water to a world desperately in need of the blessings 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

→ See the full address at conference.lds.org.

Saturday afternoon Session

of the quorum of the twelve apostles
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