It was my one chance to try out for the school play.
Why did the temple trip have to be at the same time?
By Jessica Holmes

D

uring my junior year in high school, I was very
involved with my drama club and was getting
ready for an audition. There was only going
to be one play that year, and I was auditioning for the lead role, so I worked really hard to get ready
for the tryouts. As the day of the audition drew near, I felt
more and more excited.
On a Sunday before my audition, my Young Women
leader announced an upcoming temple trip. We would
be going to the Manhattan New York Temple, which was
unusual for our ward, because it was about three hours
away. She told us that in the next few days, she would
need to know who was planning on coming. Then she
announced the date of the trip. My heart sank. It was the
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same day as my audition. I wasn’t sure what I was going
to do. If I went on the temple trip, I might not be able to
audition to be in the play.
I know that going to the temple is important, and I
always look forward to going on temple trips with my
ward. I love feeling the Spirit and taking time to be out of
the world. At the same time, I loved performing with my
drama club and being a part of a show with my friends.
It took me longer than I expected to make my decision.
At first, I decided to skip the temple trip and go to the
audition instead. I convinced myself that because there was
only one show that year and because there would be more
temple trips, it would be OK to miss just one trip to the
temple—I would just go to the next one. After I made that
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How will you make the
temple a priority in your life?

decision, I still felt conflicted. I prayed about it and was
not convinced that I’d made the right choice. I decided
to skip the audition and go on the temple trip. I finally
felt at peace, and I knew that the Lord was happy
with my decision.
After I told my parents that I’d decided to go to the
temple, my dad called my director and explained the
conflict. The director told my dad that he would work
with me so I wouldn’t have to miss out on the show.
When my dad told me the news, I was filled with joy.
I would be able to go to the temple and participate
in the show! I didn’t get the lead that year, but I did
learn a valuable lesson: when we choose the right, we
are blessed. NE
Jessica Holmes lives in Pennsylvania, USA.

WORTH THE SACRIFICE
“Now, my young friends who are in
your teenage years, always have
the temple in your sights. . . . Make
whatever sacrifices are necessary
to attend the temple and to have
the spirit of the temple in [your] hearts and in
[your] homes.”
President Thomas S. Monson, “The Holy Temple—a Beacon to the
World,” Ensign, May 2011, 93–94.
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