
What Every Aaronic Priesthood  
Holder Needs to Understand

MESSAGES 
for YOU

“In much the same way that angels are autho-
rized messengers sent by God to declare His 
word and thereby build faith, we who hold the 
Aaronic Priesthood have been ordained to ‘teach, 
and invite all to come unto Christ’ [D&C 20:59]. 

“Young men, . . . through your words and ac-
tions, you can bring faith in Christ to the hearts 
of God’s children. . . .

“Increased faith in Christ always leads to a 
desire to change or repent. . . .

“As you study your Aaronic Priesthood duties, 
you will see a clear charge to invite others to 
repent and improve. That does not mean we 
stand on a street corner shouting, ‘Repent ye!’ 
More often, it means that we repent, we forgive, 
and as we minister to others, we offer the hope 
and peace that repentance brings— 
because we have experienced it ourselves. . . .

“. . . The Aaronic Priesthood ordinances of 
baptism and the sacrament witness and com-
plete our repentance for a remission of sins. . . .

“. . . The Aaronic Priesthood, with the keys of 
the ministering of angels and the preparatory 

gospel, prepares the way for God’s children to 
receive, through the Melchizedek Priesthood, 
the gift of the Holy Ghost, the greatest gift we 
can receive in this life. . . .

“Young men, God has a work for you to do. 
Your Aaronic Priesthood ordination is central 
to helping His children receive Christ’s atoning 
power. I promise as you put these sacred duties 
at the center of your life, you will feel the power 
of God as never before. You will understand 
your identity as a son of God, called with a holy 
calling to do His work. And, like John the Baptist, 
you will help prepare the way for the coming of 
His Son.”

Douglas D. Holmes, First Counselor in the Young Men 
General Presidency

“Dad looked me in the eyes and said, ‘You have 
strong hands, son. I hope your hands always 
have the strength to never touch a young lady 
inappropriately.’”

Devin G. Durrant, First Counselor in the Sunday School 
General Presidency
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Leaders from the Young Women and Young Men 
organizations spoke in general conference. Here are 
some of their messages.

http://conference.lds.org


Young Women in the Work

SISTER  
BECKY CRAVEN 
2nd Counselor

Sister Becky Craven was four 
years old when her parents 
joined the Church while 
serving in the U.S. Army at 
Ft. Bliss in Texas, USA. She 
earned a degree in interior 
design from Brigham Young 
University. She served in 
North Carolina, USA, with her 
husband when he presided 
over a mission there. They 
have five children and 18 
grandchildren. 

“The young women of the Church . . . are 
equally needed and essential in accomplishing 
the work of the Lord in their families and in 
His Church. . . .

“. . . Each person has something important to 
contribute and has unique talents and abilities 
that help move this important work along. . . .

“. . . [Young women] have something to con-
tribute in all areas of this work. . . .

“. . . Every young woman in the Church 
should feel valued, have opportunities to 
serve, and feel that she has something of 
worth to contribute to this work. . . .

“To you, the young women of the Church, 
your teenage years can be busy and often 
challenging. We have noticed that many more  
of you are struggling with issues of self-worth,  
anxiety, high levels of stress, and perhaps even  
depression. Turning your thoughts outward, 
instead of dwelling on your own problems, 

may not resolve all of these issues, but service 
can often lighten your burdens and make your 
challenges seem less hard. One of the best 
ways to increase feelings of self-worth is to 
show, through our concern and service to oth-
ers, that we have much of worth to contribute. 
I encourage you young women to raise your 
hands to volunteer and to put those hands 
to work when you see needs around you. As 
you fulfill your covenant responsibilities and 
participate in building the kingdom of God, 
blessings will flow into your life and you’ll dis-
cover the deep and lasting joy of discipleship.

“. . . The work of our Heavenly Father is to 
bring about the immortality and eternal life 
of His children. Our precious young women 
have an important role to play in helping to 
accomplish this great work.”
Bonnie L. Oscarson, former Young Women 
General President

SISTER  
BONNIE H. CORDON 

President

Sister Bonnie H. Cordon was 
serving as the First Counselor 
in the Primary General Pres-
idency when she was called 
to serve as the Young Women 
General President. She served 
a mission in Portugal and 
served with her husband 
when he presided over a 
mission in Brazil. They have 
four children. Sister Cordon 
earned a degree in education 
and worked in management 
in the software industry.

Sister Michelle D. Craig was 
serving as a member of the 
Primary general board when 
she was called to serve as 
the First Counselor in the 
Young Women General Pres-
idency. She served a mission 
in the Dominican Republic. 
She earned a degree in 
elementary education from 
Brigham Young University. 
She and her husband have 
three children.

SISTER  
MICHELLE D. CRAIG 

1st Counselor

A new Young Women General Presidency was sustained on March 31, 2017. For the second time 
in a year, a counselor from the Primary General Presidency was called to serve as president of 
another organization. A year ago, Sister Jean B. Bingham was sustained as Relief Society General 
President. This year, Sister Bonnie H. Cordon was sustained as Young Women General President. 
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