
waiting for someone to flip a switch. 
It takes an act of faith to open our 
eyes to the Light of Christ. . . .

“We don’t have to wait to cross 
the finish line to receive God’s 
blessings. . . .

“. . . The very moment you begin 
to seek your Heavenly Father, in that 
moment, the hope of His light will 
begin to awaken, enliven, and enno-
ble your soul. . . .

“To that end, He sent His Son to 
this earth to illuminate the way and 
show us how to safely cross the stum-
bling blocks placed in our path. . . .

“. . . As we seek to increase our love 
for God and strive to love our neigh-
bor, the light of the gospel will sur-
round and uplift us. The darkness will 
surely fade, because it cannot exist in 
the presence of light. As we draw near 
to God, He will draw near to us. . . .“I was intrigued by President Uchtdorf’s 

talk. A few days before conference, I felt 
completely without light inside. I hadn’t 
committed any major sins, but I felt 
without hope. I wrote about my feelings 
in my journal and poured out my heart in 
prayer. As I prayed, I remembered what 
I had learned about Christ’s grace. I felt 
light and hope come back into my heart. 
I am so grateful we do not have to live in 
the dark! I know light comes from Christ, 
and I feel so loved to know He lights my 
soul and gives me hope. His Light is very, 
very real.”
Name Withheld, 17, Washington, USA

Light Drives Out Darkness
“There may be some among you 

who feel darkness encroaching upon 
you. You may feel burdened by 
worry, fear, or doubt. To you and to 
all of us, I repeat a wonderful and 
certain truth: God’s light is real. It is 
available to all! . . .

“. . . Spiritual light rarely comes 
to those who merely sit in darkness 
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caring and who rejoices in our every 
effort to stand tall and walk toward 
Him. . . .

“Serving God and our fellowmen 
will challenge us and transform us 
into something greater than we ever 
thought possible.

“Perhaps you might think that 
you are not needed, that you are 
overlooked or unwanted, that you 
are nobody.

“I am sincerely sorry if any priest-
hood holder feels this way. Certainly 
you are not overlooked or unwanted 
by your Heavenly Father. He loves 
you. And I tell you with certainty that 
you are needed by your Church. . . .

“. . . You have your own special 
contribution to make, and God can 
magnify that contribution in a mighty 
way. Your ability to contribute is not 
dependent upon your calling in the 
Church. . . . If you are waiting on 
the sidelines, I encourage you to get 
in the game.

“Don’t wait for a particular calling 
before you become fully engaged in 
building the kingdom of God. . . .

“. . . You can be a force for good in 
your family, your home, your com-
munity, your nation, and indeed in 
the world.”

STEP INTO THE LIGHT

Short Videos
Watch	short	video	highlights	from	

President	Uchtdorf’s	conference	addresses	at	
lds .org/ go/537 and lds .org/ go/ 538.

“I bear witness that darkness can-
not stand before the brilliant light of 
the Son of the living God!”

Make Your Contribution
“Satan would rather that you define 

yourself by your sins instead of your 
divine potential. Brethren, don’t listen 
to him. . . .

“I do not believe in a God who 
would set up rules and command-
ments only to wait for us to fail so 
He could punish us. I believe in a 
Heavenly Father who is loving and 




