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InIn itit wewe answeranswer questionsquestions like:like:

HowHow shouldshould II prepare?prepare? (p.(p. 6)6)

WhatWhat isis thethe process?process? (p.(p. 14)14)

WhatWhat happenshappens atat thethe MTC?MTC? (p.(p. 26)26)
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WhatWhat isis missionmission lifelife like?like? (p.(p. 36)36)
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I Took the Temple with Me 18
Cory Keate

Before my mission I entered the temple,

and it entered my heart.

Inspired to Bless 21
Eric J. Greenhalgh

Through the power of the priesthood, 

I could help my companion. 

Q&A:
Questions and Answers 22
I want to serve a mission, but I feel 

that my testimony should be stronger. 

What should I do?

New Era Poster:
Missionary Training Center 25

The Message:
Gifts to Bring Home from 
the Mission Field 2
President Gordon B. Hinckley

Ten gifts that I would hope every

missionary brings home.

Line Upon Line:
D&C 4 5

How to Prepare to Be a 
Good Missionary 6
Elder M. Russell Ballard

Young people need to commit themselves

early in life to the idea of a mission. 

From Friends to Sisters 
to Companions 12
Rebecca Mills and Brad Wilcox

Starting as friends, then converts, 

two young women finally served 

as mission companions.

Your Call to Serve 14
David A. Edwards

What happens before the white envelope

comes in the mail?

Cover: In Fiji and
throughout the world,
missionaries are preach-
ing the gospel. This issue
is devoted to missionary
preparation.



Me? A Sister Missionary? 46
Taryn Salmon

Promising not to talk about religion

gave me the desire to serve a 

mission so that I could.

Determined to Serve 48
Richard M. Romney

Jacob and Jeff Balls couldn’t serve 

full-time, so they found alternatives.

To the Point 52
How do I gain a desire to serve; 

how do I handle challenging questions;

how do I talk to my best friend?

If I Had Known at 19 . . . 54
Roger Terry

Looking back, I can see what I would

have done differently on my mission.

The Extra Smile 57

Missionary Mail 58
Connie Myers

What should you send to a missionary

and how do you get it there?

Instant Messages 62
Members make great missionaries; 

whose name is on your badge; just

a few notes made all the difference.

What’s Up? 64

Poem:
To J. E. H. and Many Others 65
Peter B. Ball

Photo 65
Ryan Kunz

Throughout this issue, you’ll find references to additional
resources. Watch for them at the bottom of the page.
Remember, you can find past issues of the New Era in the
Gospel Library at www.lds.org. If you like references like
this, please let us know at newera@ldschurch.org.
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Inside the MTC 26
Danielle Nye Poulter

What is the MTC like? What can you 

expect? How should you prepare?

“We’ve Got to Find Her” 32
Elder Bruce R. Hafen

He couldn’t remember her name or

where she lived, but he knew she would 

join the Church.

Idea List:
Fit to Serve 35
Get your body and mind in shape as 

well as your spirit.

A Day in the Life of a Missionary 36
Adam C. Olson

What is a typical day like in the life of

a missionary? Follow these missionaries

in Spain to catch a glimpse.

The Five M’s of Missionary Work 42
President Thomas S. Monson

Five aspects of a successful mission.


