If pleasing God becomes an inner compass for you, it will

answer a lot of questions and prevent much heartache!

was the fifth child in a family of six children. In our home, our parents

gave us chores to do. One chore each of us had was to wash dishes

after dinner one night each week. Our family rule was you couldn’t go
to bed until you had washed the dishes.

I never went to bed without doing the dishes, but it wasn’t because
I was super obedient. It was because my mother wouldn’t let me! There
was no escape! I would whine, complain, and pester my poor mother
because I wanted to watch TV or play with my friends. But eventually,

I would do the dishes. Although I was technically obedient and did what
my mother asked, I am sure my attitude didn’t please her.

My oldest sister, on the other hand, discovered she could jump up from
dinner; put away the food; wash, dry, and put away the dishes; clean off
the countertop; clean the kitchen floor; and still have time to play. She was
more than just obedient; she was doing what pleased her mother.

TWO WORDS TO HELP YQU

The way my sister served my mother reminds me of the way the Savior
serves His Father. The Savior said, “I do nothing of myself; but as my Father
hath taught me” (John 8:28). Which is to say, He was always obedient.

He further explained, “And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath
not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him” (John 8:29).

May I suggest two words to give you direction, comfort, and hope? They are
Please God. If those two words become an inner compass for you, they will
answer a lot of questions and prevent much heartache!

For example, how should you dress for a high school dance? Modestly, of course!
But how do you judge what’s modest? You can review the standards of the Church in
For the Strength of Youth. You could also ask yourself, “Is the way I'm dressed pleas-
ing to my Heavenly Father?” Then you can ask Him in prayer, and He will tell you!

It shouldn’t be a mystery to know what pleases Heavenly Father. As you strive
to please God, the Spirit will move your heart to feel what does or does not meet
with His approval. And “then shall thy confidence wax strong in the presence
of God” (D&C 121:45). There are many ways we can please God. Here are three

ways I have found to be powerful.
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