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I was young and a brand new elder. What did | have to offer

ers quorum? Turns out, a lot!
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wasn’t exactly nervous to join

elders quorum because I felt like

I knew what to expect. I also knew
everyone in my ward’s elders quorum.
They were my friends’ dads and men
I already looked up to as mentors. I
knew they were happy to help me
understand things, so it wasn’t nerve-
racking to join them in elders quorum.

What was a little nerve-racking was
contributing to the lessons. At first it
was hard to think that I could offer
anything to men who had so much
more life experience and so much

more wisdom than I did.

[T WAS DIFFERENT, YET THE SAME

Elders quorum is definitely different
from priests quorum. Instead of a
bunch of guys your age, you’re sud-
denly with adults. The first couple of
times I went, I didn’t really say any-
thing. I worried that I was too young
and didn’t know enough to contribute.
But the more I've been going, the
more comfortable I've become, and
the more I've come to realize that
no matter how old you are, every-
body has something to contribute.
Everyone has different experiences
with the gospel and everyone has
different levels of understanding of

different principles.

[ HAD SOMETHING TO SHARE

One time we were talking about the

Savior’s Atonement, and I raised my

hand. I just told how thanks to His
Atonement, Jesus Christ not only
frees us but can also help us become
closer to Himself and to God. I
talked about my relationship with
Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ
and how it has been strengthened as
my understanding of the Atonement
has grown. After class, a man came
up to me and thanked me for my
comments. He told me he had

never thought about things the way
I had said them and really appreci-
ated my insight.

MINISTERING IS COOL!

In elders quorum, you don’t just
learn from a teacher; you also learn
from the Spirit and everyone else

in the quorum. All that perspective
helps you gain greater insight into
the things that you are taught. And
that helps you be a better servant
of the Lord. For example, since I've
become an elder, I've started liking
ministering a lot more! I think I take
it a little more seriously because

I know that when I'm a mission-
ary in a few months, I'll be visiting
people and sharing the gospel with
them just like I do when I minister.
Instead of just sitting there and let-
ting my companion do everything,
I've started preparing for our visits.
I make sure to speak up. I know it’s
good preparation for my mission, but
it has also made ministering become

WHAT TO
EXPECT IN
ELDERS QUORUM

Sunday lessons where quorum
members share insights

and perspectives that will
strengthen your testimony of
Jesus Christ and His gospel
and will help you prepare for
your future roles as a husband,
father, and priesthood leader.

The opportunities to give

priesthood service will bless
your life and strengthen the
bonds between you and your

fellow quorum members.

You will be part of a quorum
where you will be supported
as you learn your new respon-
sibilities as a Melchizedek
Priesthood holder.

more meaningful to me. I now have a
greater appreciation for the people in

my ward and the people I minister to.

[t T CAN DO IT, YOU CAN DO IT

You don’t need to be intimidated by
elders quorum, but you can definitely
look forward to hear more wisdom
about the topics you're learning about.
You can look forward to becoming a
better teacher, leader, and servant of
the Lord. And that is so cool! NE
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