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By Nicole Boekweg

I thought my family history had 
already been done by other 

relatives. Then I went online and 
found out it had only just begun.

I always thought my relatives had already 
traced our family history back to the 
beginning of time. So in the October 

2011 general conference when Elder 
David A. Bednar of the Quorum of the 
Twelve Apostles invited youth to work on 
family history in order to take names to the 
temple, I didn’t think I would have much 
success in finding names. But something 
in his talk made me want to try, and I sat 
down at the computer to figure out how to 
find my ancestors.

Within 15 minutes, I found someone. 
His name was Stephen Barker, and he was 
the youngest member of his family. All of 
his temple ordinances had been performed 
except one—he was the only child who 
hadn’t been sealed to his parents. Suddenly 
I thought, “What if that were me? What if I 
were the only child not sealed to my family 
and I had waited hundreds of years for the 
opportunity?” I gave his name to my parents 
so they could go to the temple and do the 
work for him. I have never felt the Spirit so 
strongly, and that is when I knew I needed to 
keep doing family history.

Since then, I have learned that family 
history is fun! I never expected that such 
great joy could come from family history. I 
feel close to my ancestors and have often 
felt them guiding me to find their records. 
I know that when Heavenly Father asks us 
to do something, He will provide a way for 
us to accomplish the task (see 1 Nephi 3:7). 
We, as youth, have been called to help in 
this glorious work.

FINDING THE NAMES OF MY 
ANCESTORS

I work on my family history in many 
different ways. First, I search through my 
family tree. I have the names of many 
ancestors who have already been added to PH
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my tree but have not yet had their temple 
work done. The real fun comes when I 
search out names myself. Usually, I go to 
Family Tree at familysearch .org and look for 
my family names, and then I add them to 
my tree. Honestly, it’s very simple once you 
sit down and try it. I continue to trace back 
through all the centuries until I find families 
that need ordinances done. When I am really 
in tune with the Spirit and try to find my 
family, it seems I am guided to them.

GOING TO THE TEMPLE
Once I find the names of family members 

who need their temple work done, I reserve 
the ordinances, print the sheet with their 
information, and then use it to print their 
ordinance cards off at the temple. In order to 
do the baptisms for the family members I have 
found, I usually go to the temple every week. 
I also attend our youth temple nights, where 
everyone there helps complete the baptisms 
and confirmations. Then, I give the names to 
extended family members, who have helped 
me complete a lot of temple ordinances for 
my ancestors. I also make sure that I get all of 
the cards back for my own records.

I have found so many names of ancestors 
without ordinances that my effort to do their 
temple work has become a ward effort. The 
adults in my ward come and get stacks of 
cards from me and take them to ward temple 
night after the baptisms and confirmations 
are complete. The bishop has told me that 
the numbers at our ward temple nights have 
increased in anticipation of helping me 
with this work. It has been amazing to see 
the excitement that this work has brought 
to others in the ward. Family history has 
affected so many more people than just me. 
I never would have imagined this would 
happen when I sat down at the computer 
that first day.PH
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YOU HAVE BEEN 
PREPARED

“My beloved young 
brothers and sisters, 
family history is not 
simply an interesting 
program or activity 
sponsored by the 
Church; rather, it is a 
vital part of the work of 
salvation and exalta-
tion. You have been 
prepared for this day 
and to build up the 
kingdom of God. You 
are here upon the earth 
now to assist in this 
glorious work.”
Elder David A. Bednar 
of the Quorum of 
the Twelve Apostles, 

“The Hearts of the 
Children Shall Turn,” 
Ensign, Nov. 2011, 27.

Getting 
STARTED

Getting started on family history is easy. 
Go to lds .org/ youth/ family-history/ 
discover to watch videos that will help 
you learn how to find your family names, 
share correct information about your 
ancestors with others, and take their 
names to the temple to have their work 
done. You can also hear what other 
youth have to say about their experi-
ences. For instance:

“There is a special spirit when search-
ing for ancestors. Like others, I started this 
right after hearing Elder Bednar’s words. I 
had tried many times before to do family 
history, but it is now so much easier than 
before. It takes only a few minutes out of 
your day. I have already found many who 
need their temple work done. . . . We as 
youth are obligated to use our abilities 
with technology to research and increase 
our workload with the Church. I know 
that this work is of God.”
Elder Trevor Larsen, 19, New York 
Rochester Mission

“The first time I went to the temple, I 
was nervous and excited. When we got 
there, I felt a warmth. I never wanted 
to leave. Dressed in white, I waited and 
thought about my baptismal promise. I 
did 10 family names that day, including 
my great-great-great grandmother’s, 
whom my mom and dad had spent three 
years to find. It felt so good to make it 
possible for my ancestors to progress.”
Emmalee D., 13, Idaho, USA

What You’ll Need
For more information about an LDS Account, 

which you’ll need to begin working on your own 
family history online, see page 23.

JUST ONE PERSON CAN MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE

What if you lived at a time when the 
Church was not on the earth? What if 
you had accepted the gospel in the spirit 
world and had waited hundreds of years 
to be baptized? With family history and 
temple work, you can be the person 
who will give someone that chance. 
There are doubtless many people wait-
ing in the spirit world to receive their 
temple ordinances.

“The worth of souls is great in the sight 
of God” (D&C 18:10), and finding even 
one person makes a difference. One of 
my favorite scriptures is this: “And if it so 
be that you should labor all your days . . . 
and bring, save it be one soul unto me, 
how great shall be your joy with him in 
the kingdom of my Father” (D&C 18:15). 
This is what makes family history worth it. 
When you take the name you have found 
to the temple, you feel like your ancestors 
are saying, “Thank you for finding me.” NE

Nicole Boekweg lives in Utah, USA.
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Elder Paul V. Johnson of the Seventy 
as a young boy (far right, second 
row) with his family.




