
The First Presidency: 
Thomas S. Monson,  
Henry B. Eyring,  
Dieter F. Uchtdorf

The Quorum of  
the Twelve Apostles: 
Boyd K. Packer, L. Tom Perry, 
Russell M. Nelson, Dallin H. 
Oaks, M. Russell Ballard, 
Richard G. Scott, Robert D. 
Hales, Jeffrey R. Holland, 
David A. Bednar, Quentin L. 
Cook, D. Todd Christofferson, 
Neil L. Andersen

Editor: Paul B. Pieper 
Advisers: Keith R. Edwards, 
Christoffel Golden Jr., Per G. 
Malm

Managing Director: 
David L. Frischknecht 
Gospel Learning and  
Editorial Director: 
Vincent A. Vaughn 
Graphics Director: 
Allan R. Loyborg

Managing Editor: 
Brittany Beattie 
Associate Editors:  
David A. Edwards, 
Paul VanDenBerghe 
Publications Assistant: 
Sally Johnson Odekirk 
Editorial Intern: 
Christopher Fosse 
Editorial Staff: Mindy Raye 
Friedman, Susan Barrett, Ryan 
Carr, Jenifer L. Greenwood, R. Val 
Johnson, Adam C. Olson

Art Director: Brent Christison 
Senior Designer: Fay P. Andrus 
Design and Production Staff: 
Nicole Erickson, Jeanette An-
drews, Susan Lofgren, Collette 
Nebeker Aune, Eric P. Johnsen, 
Scott M. Mooy, Jane Ann Peters, 
Scott Van Kampen 
Prepress: Joshua Dennis

Printing Director:  
Craig K. Sedgwick 
Distribution Director: 
Evan Larsen

© 2012 by Intellectual  
Reserve, Inc. All rights  
reserved. Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Salt Lake City, Utah. The New 
Era (ISSN 0164-5285) is published 
monthly by The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, 50 E. 
North Temple St., Salt Lake City, 
UT 84150-0024, USA.

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to Distribution Services, 
Church Magazines, P.O. Box 
26368, Salt Lake City, UT 84126-
0368, USA.

Canada Post Information:  
Publication Agreement #40017431.

THE IMPORTANCE OF PRIESTHOOD 
BLESSINGS p. 2

STRENGTHENED THROUGH SERVICE  p. 10

The Message:
The Importance of Priesthood  
Blessings 2
Elder Dallin H. Oaks
Do not be hesitant to ask for a priesthood 
blessing when you are in need of  
spiritual power.

From the Mission Field:
A Promise and a Prayer 5
Pablo Mireles Betts
The Book of Mormon has the power to help 
anyone who wants to know it’s true.

What Is Pure Testimony? 6
Elyse Alexandria Holmes
Discover what it means to have a testimony, 
and find answers to common questions about 
bearing your testimony in meetings.

Strengthened through Service 10
Brittany Beattie
Fulfilling goals to attend the temple regularly 
and perform service for Mutual, these youth 
have found that great joy and blessings come 
in helping others.

Questions & Answers 14
The youth in my ward split into groups.  
How can we get more unity?

Preaching without Being Preachy 16
Sally Johnson Odekirk
Youth in Arkansas have found that one of the 
best ways to share the gospel is through example.

My Chance to Stand 18
Raven Austin Haymond
Tell your fellow students about the Church  
for an entire class period? As the only Latter- 
day Saint at her school, Raven jumped at  
the chance.

Self-Reliance: Preparing  
for Your Future 20
Kimberly Richter
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