WHAT'S UP?

¢ TESTIFY

THAT ONE

CANNOT
COME TO FULL
FAITH IN THIS
LATTER-DAY
WORK . . .
UNTIL HE OR
SHE EMBRACES
THE DIVINITY
OF THE BOOK
OF MORMON
AND THE LORD
JESUS CHRIST,
OF WHOM IT
TESTIFIES.”
Elder Jeffrey R. Holland
of the Quorum of the Twelve

Apostles, “Safety for the Soul,”
Ensign, Nov. 2009, 89-90.
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CELEBRATING THE PIONEERS

ach July many members of

the Church worldwide pause

to honor the pioneers who
entered the Salt Lake Valley on July
24, 1847. Here is an experience that
one young woman shared with us:

“Sometimes our ward has
pioneer activities,” says Analee B. of
Burke, Virginia, USA. "People dress
up in pioneer outfits, and we usually
go on some type of ‘trek'—it's really
a walk. We also talk about pioneers,
and we do games that pioneers
would play. In Virginia it is really
hot and humid in the summer, and
we always have these celebrations
outside, so with the hot weather we
really feel like pioneers.

“For me personally I am almost

always reading a book about Church

history. Reading those books makes
me appreciate the pioneers even
more and helps me understand
better what they went through.”

How;, in your area, do you cel-
ebrate the past or present pioneers
in the Church? Remember, pioneers
can include anyone who prepared
the way for others to follow.

BY THE NUMBERS

HOW TO GAIN A
TESTIMONY

testimony is a very

important part in our

lives as members of the
Church. To gain a testimony, do
what Moroni invites us to do:
ponder in your heart the message
or the principle that you want to
know is true; then ask God in the
name of Jesus Christ if it is true.
Those who pursue this course and
ask in faith will gain a testimony
of the truth by the power of the
Holy Ghost (see Moroni 10:3-5).
| can testify to you that if you
pray with all the faith of your
heart, our Heavenly Father will
answer your prayer.

When | was an investigator, |
decided to pray and ask Heavenly
Father if everything | had learned
was true. Never in my life will |
find words to describe the feeling
I had, but | know that it was the
answer of my Heavenly Father
because | have received a lot of
blessings from it.

JordiR., age 18,

Santo Domingo,
Dominican Republic
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Z  THE CHURCH IN USA—NEW YORK
A he Church was organized April 6, 1830, in Fayette, New York,
Twith 50 people and 6 official members present. In one year's time,
membership more than doubled. In July 1840, the first group of

ship Britannia.

w
OMA
Toc new converts from Liverpool, England, arrived in New York aboard the
HHF
I' T A To commemorate the early events of Church organization, an annual
Ui

QY A pageant, “America’s Witness for Christ” (also known as “Hill Cumorah
Rws FT Pageant”), began in 1928. The Hill Cumorah Pageant attracts as many as
Evo CH 100,000 people to New York during its seven-night run.
T L A ST On April 6, 2000, 170 years after the Church was organized, the
N E R s Palmyra New York Temple was dedicated. The temple overlooks the Sacred
I R B C I Grove and other historic sites. The first temple in New York City, the
W w Ol p Manhattan New York Temple, was dedicated in 2004.
LT A s Here are a few facts about the Church today in New York:
|
";",8”\2’ 'E) ER Membership 75,852
SEARCH Missions 4 '}
Covereq Wagon Temples 2
Héndcart Wards & Branches 151
Missouri Family History Centers
Nauvoo
Oxen
Prairie
Sa’t Lake Va”
Utah &
Winter Quart
er
Nebraska °
Zion
- Faith BRAIN CENTRE SERVICE
5 El_”gham Young n a very cold but sunny
Onee
' Illinois s day last October, youth
lowa and leaders from the
an 3 Wyoming Kettering Ward, Northampton
Your Materia LTr ail England Stake gave 30 hours of
Aegacy service in their community at
Ncestors .
Celebration Headway, a local charity that works
to improve life for patients after
brain injury. Armed with paintbrushes

and paint, ward members went to but we also had warm hearts.”

work cleaning and painting the Michael Winebrunner, a priest,
inside and outside of the Headway agreed that it was cold, but says,
day centre."The activity was really "We were working really hard, so |
fun because although it was cold | hardly noticed. | enjoyed being with
could really feel the spirit of the my friends and knowing that | was
youth working together,” said Sarah ~ making a difference to the lives of
Dean, a Laurel. “We had cold hands,  the people in the day centre.”
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