ILLUSTRATION BY DOUG FAKKEL

A casual suggestion by a friend helped

change my life.

By Lisa Pace

isa, you should take seminary,”
Ashley mentioned casually.
Before us were folders display-
ing lists of class choices for the next
school year, when we were starting
high school.

I looked vacantly at my friend,
finally managing a smile. I hated to
tell her, but seminary was the fur-
thest thing from my mind. I was then
a less-active member of the Church,
as I had been for most of my life.
Over the years, [ had grown vaguely
aware of the gospel but hadn’t
received a strong testimony of its
truthfulness.

As I went home after school that
day, the prospect of seminary began
to intrigue me. Ashley, as well as my
other friends, all seemed very excited
to become a part of it. I had a desire
to do what my friends were doing,
even if I didn’t understand what they
were doing or why they were doing
it. After discussing my plan with my
parents and getting their permission, I
decided to take seminary my first year
of high school.

I didn’t know what a profound
impact that simple act would have
on my life. My first year of semi-
nary changed my life as I began to
see myself and others as children
of God, loved and cherished. I
began going to church on Sundays,

despite my family’s inactivity.

I have now finished high school,
but I will always be grateful for
seminary. During that hour each
day, I had my prayers answered
and my testimony strengthened.
Seminary helped me prepare for a
temple marriage and encouraged

me to strive to be a better person.

I know that God cares for each
of us. I know that seminary is a
blessing that helped me build on
a firm foundation in Jesus Christ.
I would encourage you to enroll
in seminary. It will change your
life too. NE
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